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DONALD MACINTYRE 

Political Editor 

John Major last night stepped 
up a Tory attack on Opposition 
“hypocrisy" over crime, in the 
Face of gibes from Labour's 
leaders that the Government 
had descended “into the gutter" 
by branding them the “villain's 
friend". 

In exchanges which presaged 
a prolonged and potentially 
vicious general election cam- 
paign. the two parties conduct- 
ed a day-long war of words over 
what both sides see as the key 
political battleground of law and 
order. 

Hours after Tbnv Blair, the 
Labour leader, had accused 
the Government of "sinking 
into the gutter", the Prime 
Minister, undaunted, launched 
his attack on Labour with a 
litany of law and order measures 
brought in by his Government 
and opposed by Labour. 

Mr Major’s attack, in a 
speech to the Conservative Po- 
litical Centre last night came af- 
ter furious Commons exchanges 
earlier in the day. John Prescott, 
Labour's, deputy leader, ac- 
cused ministers of “abuse, in- 
nuendo. and slurs”, and 
Michael Heseltine, the Deputy 
Prime Minister, said Labours 
self-projection as tough on 
crime was “a classic example of 
hypocrisy". 

The Tory battle to regain its 
traditional' territory of law and 
order showed every sign of be- 
ing a co-ordinated effort - in 
the wake of the Cabinet's meet- 
ing on political strategy last 
week - to capitalise on signs that 
Labour's opinion poll lead on 
the issue may have been curbed 
by improved crime figures. 

Although Labour remains 
ahead of the lories on an issue 
with which the Conservatives 
led through most of the 1980s, 
MORI opinion poll figures sug- 
gest that the lead on law and or- 


der narrowed from around ten 
to six per cent between Sep- 
tember 1994 and July of last 
year. The Tories are as deter- 
mined to close the lead as 
Labour are to widen iL 
Ministers are already aiming 
to pul Labour on the spot with 
their White Paper on mini- 
mum sentences for violent and 
sexual offences, which Michael 
Howard, the Home Secretary, 
intends to publish before East- 
er with a view to introducing a 
BflJ in the Autumn - and quite 
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possibly a second reading before 
the general election. 

Labour has made it dear it 
will not detide its position un- 
til the White Paper has been 


have made it dear that the sen- 
tencing proposals do not ad- 
dress the problem that - in the 
case of sexual crimes -offences 
have increased while the num- 
bers of those caught and con- 
victed have noL 

The Prime Minister mocked 
Labour for having abstained on 
the last Criminal Justice Act - 
which gave (he police new rights 
to stop and search, new court 
powers to damp down on bail 
bandits and allowed for drug 
testing in prisons.” 

He added: “Day by day 


Labour show themselves in 
their real colours. And the 
colour they reveal is not soft fo- 
cus blue. It's the colour of envy 
and hypocrisy." 

On the forthcoming sen- 
tencing proposals he said: “1 be- 
lieve most people will support 
this approach. They wUl see it 
as fair. And so do i. You might 
have thought this would be 
common ground without op- 
ponents. So would I but we 
would be wrong ... No matter 
what they say they persistently 
do something else." 

Mr Prescott earlier chal- 
lenged Mr Heseltine, to back- 
bench cheers, to confirm that: 
“Since 1979, burglary has in- 
creased by 160 per cent, theft 
from vehicles by nearly 200 per 
cent and violent crime by 400 
per cenL That’s the real Toty 
record. 

"Isn’t that why you resorted 
to abuse, innuendo and slurs 
over the weekend to hide the 
real truth about crime? Will you 
now take this opportunity to 
apologise to this side of the 
House for the untruths you 
told yesterday and to the British 
public for your Government's , 
record on crime?" j 

But Mr Blair, campaigning 
in Hemsworth, West Yorkshire, 
declared: “It debases public 
debate in this country to say that 
Labour are supporting the crim- 
inals. I will not engage in that 
type of politics. 1 do not intend 
to get into the gutter with Mr 
Major and his Cabinet." 

Gordon Brown, who accused 
Mr Major of taking the politi- 
cal “low road" with his speech, 
added that the Government 
was acting as if it was the Op- 
position. while Labour unvefied 
new policies. Mr Blair mean- 
while amplified Labour's edu- 
cation policy with a speech 
warning of a “Blade Runner" 
scenario, typified by “ghettos of 
low opportunity." 

Tory fire, page 2 


The surface of Mars is 
a sterile permafrost. 
Any life which evolved 
during warmer times 
may have retreated 
up to 1km into the 
planet s interior to 
live off underground 
heat sources 
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'Black smokers 1 on 
the Earth's ocean floors. 

This may be the closest 
analogy' to Martian 
conditions.The smokers, 
volcanic fissures emitting hot 
sulphurous water, host 
a complex array of 
living organisms, 
including giant 
white worms which 
prey upon primitive 
bacteria which may 
be the ancestors of 
all life 


Graphic: Mark dayman 



White worms on Red Planet 
may prove we are not alone 



Holiday jet lands safely 
as pilot dies at controls 



CHRISTIAN WOLMAR 

Transport Correspondent 

The captain of a British char- 
ter plane with 229 people on 
board collapsed and died at the 
controls as the aircraft was de- 
scending towards Malaga air- 
port. it was revealed yesterday. 

The first officer of the Bri- 
tannia Airways jet landed the 
aircraft with the body of the pi- 
lot still strapped into the seat 
next to him. 

Roger Attenborough, 54, 
died from a suspected heart at- 
tack while the Boeing 757 flight 
from Luton was at around 
12,000 feet, less than 15 minutes 


taken off at 3 15pm on Sunday, 
proceeded normally. Captain 
Attenborough did not collapse 
on the the aircraft's controls be- 
cause it was in the “descent 
phase" and both pilots were 
therefore wearing their full har- 
nesses. Most of the passengers 
were unaware that anything 
had happened until after the 
plane landed. 

After the plane touched 
down, resuscitation attempts 
were made but the frilot was de- 
clared dead by the local coro- 
ner. The first officer, who has 
not been named by the airline, 
had radioed ahead for medical 
assistance. All first officers are 
trained to handle flights on 
their own. 

Captain Attenborough, mar- 


ried with two grown-up sons, 
had joined the airline in 1969 
and had been a captain for 20 
years. 

One of his sons, Royd, who 
is also a pflot, said: “It has come 
as a complete shock. Dad was 
fit and well and passed all his 
six-month medicals with flying 
colours." 

The worst disaster at 
Heathrow occurred in June 
1972 after Stanley Key, the 52- 
year-old pilot of a Trident car- 
rying 1 18 people, had a heart at- 
tack at the controls following an 
argument with colleagues. He 
apparently fell on the controls 
two minutes after take-off caus- 
ing a fatal stall. The aircraft 
crashed near Staines killing all 
aboard. 


TDM WILKIE 

Science Editor 

We are not alone. Life almost 
certainly evolved on Mars and 
may stiH thrive deep beneath the 
planet's surface. 

But, scientists believe, it is 
more likely to be giant white 
worms than little green men. 
Later this year, the first of a 10- 
year- long series of space probes 
will be launched to the Red 
Planet to bunt for fossil evi- 
dence of life on Mars. 

A scientific conference in 
London will hear this week 
that life may have begun on 
Mars at almost the same time 
as it started here on Earth - 
some 3.8bn years ago. But sci- 
entists believe that as Mars -far 
more distant from the heat of 
the Sun - started to freeze, liv- 
ing organisms may have re- 
treated deep into the planet's 
interior seeking the warmth of 
volcanic “hot springs” to supply 
them with the energy to sustain 
life. 

It is even possible that life 
here on Earth might have start- 


ed as a “cross-con Lamination 
from Mars", as Professor Paul 
Davies of Adelaide University 
will tell the conference, organ- 
ised by the Ciba foundation. 

In 1911, a piece of Mars 
known as the Nakhla meteorite 
fell to Earth in Egypt - killing 
a dog - and more than 500 tons 
of Martian material falls on to 
the earth each year. Primitive 
bacteria could have hitched a 
ride on rod: fragments crossing 
interplanetary space and seed- 
ed life on Earth, he says. 

Jack Fanner, a senior scien- 
tist with the NASA- Ames Re- 
search Centre, said: “We are 
returning to Mars for the first 
lime in 20 yeare. This year is the 
20th anniversary of the Viking 
missions which looked for evi- 
dence of extant life." 

The Viking probe which 
landed on Mars did not detect 
“a single organic molecule". 
Dr Farmer said, even though it 
was sensitive enough to detect 
one part in a billion. 

After the failure of the 
Viking probe' to detect signs of 
life, the consensus' was that 


surface conditions on the Red 
Planet “were not conducive for 
life as we know iL" added Dr 
Farmer. Mars was too dry, any 
water was frozen in permafrost, 
and intense ultraviolet radiation 
bathes and sterilises the surface. 

But some 3bn to 4bn years 
ago there was liquid water on 
the surface of Mars, which has 
left its mark in channels and val- 
leys on the surface. 

This represented "a window 
of opportunity for life to orig- 
inate. At the same time as h 
started here on Earth, it could 
have originated on Mars," Dr 
Farmer said. But he warned that 
researchers may have to drill 
from 100m to a kilometre un- 
der the surface to find living or- 
ganisms on Mars, and this 
would be beyond the technol- 
ogy of the space probes cur- 
rently planned. 

What has changed scientists' 
views' over the 20 years since the 
Viking mission has been the dkr 
coveiy here on Earth of prim- 
itive forms of life which do not 
need the heat of the sun to sus- 
tain themselves but which live 


in volcanic hot springs and 
around ocean thermal vents. 
Bacteria thrive in the hot sul- 
phurous environment of these 
“black smokers" on the sea 
bed, and strange white worms 
graze upon them. 

According to professor Karl 
Stetter, of Regensburg Univer- 
sity in Germany, these archaic 
bacteria form the very roots of 
the tree of life itself -they may 
be the ancestors of us ail 

Similar creatures may have 
evolved to live on hydrothermal 
springs on Mars, according to 
Malcolm Walter of Macquarie 
University, Australia. 

Professor Walter explained 
that early life on Earth would 
have formed “gelatinous 
colonies of bacteria encrusting 
columns on the sea floor". 

However, during the Earth's 
early history, “they built up 
bacterial reefs -stromatolites - 
and some of the biggest reefs on 
earth today were built by bac- 
teria, not coral", he said. These 
stromatolites represent the ear- 
liest fossil remnants of living 
creatures on the Earth. 


Stalker 
raped 
woman 
protected 
by police 


WILL BENNETT 

A stalker who had been fol- 
lowing a woman for four 
months raped her in her own 
home in a violent attack which 
lasted two horns despite the fact 
that she was supposed to be 
under police protection. 

The victim, a young mother 
in her thirties who lives near 
Huntingdon, Cambridgeshire, 
was badly injured during the 
rape and was so traumatised she 
was unable to tell police about 
it for more than a week. 

Yesterday Cambridgeshire 
Police defended their protection 
operation and Detective Su- 
perintendent Tbny Rogers, the 
officer leading the inquhy, said 
that he was “comfortable” with 
the way they had handled the 
inquiry. 

He refused go into details 
about the security measures 
but the woman was not under 
24 hour guard and is thought to 
have been given an alarm which 
she could set off if she felt 
threatened. 

The stalker calls himself 
Chuck, which is possibly short 
for Charles, and is believed to 
come from the Huntingdon 
area. He is described as white, 
aged 28 to 30, six feet tall with 
brown shoulder-length hair and 
a ring in his left ear. 

The rape was the culmination 
of a campaign of terror which 
began when the woman was 
having a cup of coffee at a ho- 
tel last September. The stalker 
approached and made a pass. 

Over the next four months be 
regularly followed her and twee 
confronted her. Once he ac- 
costed her in Huntingdon and 
just before Christmas he ap- 
proached her outside her home 
and punched her in the head, 
knocking her to the ground. He 
also sent her threatening letters 
and left answerohone messages. 

Detective Superintendent 
Rogers said: “On 16 January the 
woman was at home around 
lunchtime when the same man 
entered her home and carried 
out a sexual attack on her which 
I can only describe as frenzied." 

Man Tapp, spokesman for 
Cambridgeshire Police, said: 
“We had in place a range of se- 
curity measures which we had 
agreed with her were sufficient 
This did not include 24 hour 
protection but there were 
arrangements for her to contact 
us at a moment’s notice." 

Living nightmare, page 3 
Leading article, page 14 


Nulcear tests stopped 

France announced an end to its 
nuclear weapons tests in the 
South Pacific yesterday. 

Job-hunters massacred 

Eight men died when gunmen 
attacked people queueing for 
work in Johannesburg. Page 9 

Today’s weather 

Cloudy and cold with some 
sleet. Section TWo, page 21 
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Education debate: Labour leader condemns ‘rigidity’ of state system as Heseltine repeats ‘hypocrisy’ taunts 

Blair ‘fast-tracking’ brings Tory fire 


JOHN RENTOUL 

Political Correspondent 

Tbny Blair, the Labour leader, 
pressed ahead with his plans for 
“accelerated learning'* for 
blight children last night in the 
teeth of hostile fire from 
Michael Heseltine, the Deputy 
Prime Minister, and some -but 

not all - teaching unions. 

Mr Blair tried to move the 
education debate on from the 
issue of selective schools, raised 
by Harriet Hannan's decision to 
send her son to St Olave's 

We find 
talent and 
give the 
children 
confidence’ 

JO JO MOYES 

The extent to which Grove Ju- 
nior School Is an anomaly, is 
best demonstrated by the first 
two things visitors will see. 

One is the heavy steel shut- 
ters that putt down over every 
door and window; testament to 
the most recent riots and a lo- 
cal burglary epidemic that is 
“going through the roof”. 

The other is a photocopied 
letter pinned to the notice- 
board, dated October 1995, 
from a passenger on a local bus 
who says he has just watched 
three pupils in succession give 
up their scats to adults. 

“I would like to thank you 
and congratulate you for the ex- 
ample of good behaviour and 
courtesy shown by your pupils." 
it says. 

Grove Junior, as Tony Blair 
has apparently noticed, is no or- 
dinary inner city local authori- 
ty school. Four of its 1 1-year-old 
pupils are taking GCSE while 
five have gone on to Oxford and 
Cambridge. Every week a hun- 
dred of its 730 pupils voluntar- 
ily attend the Children’s 
University on Saturdays, some 
of them travelling across Birm- 
ingham to do so. 

Not bad f or one of the most 
economically deprived areas of 
the midlands. Especially when 
many of its pupils are those who 
have already been expelled 
from other schools. 

On entering the school build- 
ings - set one on each side of a 
run down red brick terraced 
street - it is clear that G rove Ju- 
nior refused to be a product of 
its environment. The walls are 
lined with paintings and poet- 
ry. the atmosphere is warm 
and welcoming and pupils and 
teachers talk animatedly in the 
corridoors. 


grammar school. In a speech at 
Southwark Cathedral, south 
London, he said Labour was 
“refusing to go back to the 1 1- 
plus but refusing too to make 
do with uniformity 7 ’. Outlining 
plans to “fast-track 77 able pupils 
by moving them up a year in 
subjects they are good at, he 
said: “It is important that we 
break down the rigidity in our 
system that assumes ail pupils 
learn at the same speed in dif- 
ferent subjects - the rigid equa- 
tion of ages and stages.” 

He went on: “This does not 


mean 12-year-olds suddenly be- 
coming sixth-formers, but it 
does mean bright children be- 
ing stretched instead of being 
bored in subjects where they 
have a particular aptitude." 

The speech was seized on tty 
Mr Heseltine in the Commons, 
who claimed Mr Blair was ad- 
vocating streaming. Mr Hesel- 
tine quoted a speech by the 
Labour leader last June; 
“Streamings with its rigid dis- 
tribution of children into bright, 
average- and backward camps, 
is a waste of talent" 


Mr Heseltine commented: 
“This isn’t so much a case of ac- 
celerated learning - this is ac- 
celerated hypocrisy." 

Mr Blairs aides said his 
speech last year distinguished 
between "streaming", which 
Labour still opposes, and "set- 
ting”, which the party supports. 
Streaming divides pupils into 
classes by general ability, while 
setting divides pupils by ability 
in a particular subject “Accel- 
erated learning" was setting, be- 
cause it applied subject by 
subject, a spokesman said. 


Nigel de Gruchy, leader of 
one of the main teaching 
unions, the NASUWT said fast- 
tracking was “half-baked”. 

He added: “The schemes 
themselves produce huge or- 
ganisational problems for 
schools. It can work for some in- 
dividuals in certain circum- 
stances, but there is no way we 
can wave a magic wand and .„ 
pretend that we are going to 
have some national answer.” 

But Doug McAvqy, leader of 
the rival NUX welcomed the 
“principle” behind the scheme. 


; shows 

themselves to be able in a par- 
ticular subject, then they ought 
to be able to move ahead faster 
than the others^ if that’s to 
their advantage,” he said. _ 
Fred Forrester, depmy gen- 
eral secretaiy of the Educational 
Institute of Scotland, the main 
Scottish teachers’ union, point- 
ed out that there had been no 
streaming or selection in Scot- 
land since- the early 1970s. 

But all pupils in Scot! and are 
assigned tme of three "standard 
grades" in each subject from age 


14. Chil dren are taught in dif- 
ferent “sets” ittfierc are enough 
taking a particular subject 
“It is notable that mathe- 
maticians are keener o n ex- 
■' tending setting than teachers in 
- other subjects," he said. 

A spokesman for- David 
Bhmkett, Labour’s education 
spokesman, saida Labour gov- 
ernment would not ban stream- 
ing. "We are not talking about 
banning things, we are talking 
about - encouraging this ap- 
proach which we want to be de- 
veloped a lot more," he said. 



Ufa in the fast track: school tries to offer children a culture in which they can participate and be chaHenged in specific areas 
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taih subjects, that has most at- dren can TeeT positive about 
• tracted^ny Blair’s attention. 

Dr Winkley is keen to em- 
phasise that “fast tracking" and 
its remedial opposite "learning 


“The thing everybody no- 
tices about this school is that we 
have developed a culture in 
which children can actively par- 
ticipate. They know they are lis- 
tened to." said Dr David 
Winkley, the school’s head- 
master for twenty years. 

“Where they come from is ir- 
relevant. All we’re doing is 
identifying talent and giving 
children the confidence and 
self belief to ensure they use it." 

It is this, in particular the 
school’s practice of providing 
“fast crack" teaching for chil- 
dren who show aptitude for cer- 


support groups" are restricted 
only to subjects. 

“We are not streaming chil- 
dren and taking them away 
from their peers for the whole 
of the day, but offering children 
with the talent in specific areas 
the chance to challenge them- 
selves. 

“We've got support groups 
and fast track, yes, hut they’re 
in a context in which the chil- 


themselv'esr^Dr- Winkley 
added. 

And many of these children 
have good reason not to. Some, 
he said, had severe behaviour- 
al difficulties having been sex- 
ually abused or experienced 
violence at home. 

“They're very difficult chil- 
dren with an awful lot of prob- 
lems,” he said lo help them, the 
school has employed the first 
trained counsellor to head a 
specialist unit in a junior school 
to give the children intensive 
support. 


The positive attitude of the 
other pupils, he says, tended to 
rub off on them eventually. 
“It’s infectious," he said. 

Grove Junior was not always 
such an education paragon. 
TWenty years ago, when Dr 
Winkley took it on, it had suf- 
fered “all sorts of problems". 

“I don't think anyone else 
wanted the job," he says mod- 
es Uy. 

“Hc turned it around," said 
one member of staff. This is the 
worst bit of Handsworth but it's 
a lovely atmosphere inhere, es- 
pecially considering the back- 


grounds of some of the kids,” 

This is reiteratecTby ffie chil~ 
dren themselves, most of whom 
come from ethnic minority 
backgrounds. 

ShanteQe Simpson, 11, said 
she looked forward to coming 
to school. 

The other kids are friendly 
and the staff are nice," she said. 

She had been moved into fast 
track maths which was good, she 
said It isn’t her favourite sub- 
ject, though. 

That’s English," she said 
“We’re doing philosophy and! 
bcrw to construct an argument 
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IN BRIEF 




Black detective’s 
racism claim 

A black police officer who 
dainahewastbeviciim of racial 
discrimination by his bosses, has 
accepted an out-of-court set- 
tlement said to total £30,000. 

Peter Franklin, a detective 
with more than IS years' expe- 
rience, alleged that he suffered 
di sc rimination in his annual 
performance review, affecting 
bath liis career and pay. But on 

the eve of the industrial tribunal 

hearing, the Metropolitan -Po- 
lice agreed to settle the clsum. 

Il is understood that there is no 
admission of any liability on the 
part of police. 

Yesterday, neither party 
would confirm or deny the 
£30,000 figure. A joim state- 
ment from Scotland Yard and 
Mr Franklin's lawyers is ex- 
pected in about two weeks. 

Claire Hood arrest 

Detectives investigating the 
killing of Claire Hood 15, in 
Cardiff a year ago arrested 
Neil Owen, 19, at his home 100 
yards from where she lived in 
the St Mellons area of the city. 
Claire was raped and then beat- 
en to death and following the 
discovery of her body police 
took DNA samples from 2,100 
local men. 

Girt, 13, found safe 

Mazy Sweeten, 13, who disap- 
peared after catching a bus af- 
ter school last Thursday was £ 
found safe by police near her 
home in Bexhill, East Sussex, 
and reunited with her parents. 

Typist’s injury award 

Kathleen Ibvey, 4S, of Redditch, 
Worcestershire, won a record 
£82,000 damages for repetitive 
strain injury sustained while 
working as a typist for the Inland 
Revenue. A compensation 
scheme for RSI sufferers has 
now been negotiated between 
the tR and the Public Services, 
Taxation and Commerce Union. 

Ronald Cooke 

The salary of Professor Ronald 
Cooke, vice-chancellor of the 
University of York, is £89,671. 
including allowances. The fig- 
ure of £105,000 given in yes- 
terday’s Independent included 
pension contributions. 
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THE UNITED NATIONS. FIFTY YEARS OLD. 

BE ANGRY, 

BE SAD, 

BE PASSIONATE. 

BUT DON’T 
BE SILENT. 


Silence is acceptance. 

Every year, the world's governments spend 
£500,000 million to meet their military “needs." And 
with this grotesque amount, famine, disease and 
destitution are rarely far behind. 

The United Nations was set up to prevent this 
tragedy from happening. And over the last fifty years 
at least 150 possible wars have been avoided by 
its intervention. 

But conflict isn’t the UN's only concern. The struggle 
against drugs, pollution and abuse of human rights 
continues. And grappling with all these problems 
requires minds and money. 

If you feel strongly about these issues and would 
like to make the UN more effective, join the United 
Nations Association. 

Right now we need active, globally minded people 
of all ages. Please sign up today. 

— — mMSSRSHB* RKCaSTIUTlOH FORM 

Please complete and return to: UNA. 3 Whitehall Court, 

London SW1 A 2EL For direct debit details please fck box. □ 
Membership subscriptions (Please tide the appropriate b ox). 

□ Family ® £20 pa □ Ordinary O £15 pa □ Unwaged *3 C8 pa 

Name (si 

Address 


Postcode T elephone 

i endose a cheque/postal order for £ 

Please debit my Access/Visa card not . _______ 

Cardholders Name 

Expiry date _ _ isaoi 


JOIN US AND TURN IDEALS INTO REALITY. 


Patient 
released 
to attack 
again 

A violent schizophrenic inde- 
cently assaulted two women 
pensioners after being released 
into the community less than a 
year after a court ordered he 
should be held indefinitely in a 
psychiatric hospital. 

Nelson Anya, 37, described 
as “a danger' to the public in 
general and women in particu- 
lar", was sent to a secure psy- 
chiatric unit by on Old Baiicy 
judge yesterday - again with in- 
structions he must be held 
“without limit of time". 

Judge Beaumont warned: “It 
goes without saying, in view of 
what happened before, that the 
public expect great care to be 
taken. He is going to a region- 
al secure unit and will stay there 
until he is better and he will not 
be allowed into the community 
until a mental health review tri- 
bunal has considered his case." 

Anya admitted indecently 
assauiiing the women, one 65, 
the other 70, near or inside their 
homes in north-west London on 
two separate occasions. 

“They were terrifying sexual 
attacks on defenceless ladies,” 
die judge said. 

At Ihe time of both offences. 
Anya had failed to attend out- 
patient hospital appointments 
and take his medication, the 
court was told. 

In September 1991, Anya 
had been detained under the 
Mental Health Act with a Sec- 
tion 41 restriction that he 
should be held indefinitely. 
However, he was released in 
July of the following year. Some 
time later he complained of hal- 
lucinations and was given med- 
ication which kept him stable 
until he began missing tbe hos* 
pita! appointments. 


* 


Irish peace: Fresh moves to defuse election row 

Trimble ‘ready to 
talk with Sinn Fein’ 


Grid promise to 
consumers: 
‘No power cuts’ 


COUN BROWN and 
DAVID McKITTRICK 

Ulster Unionist leaders have sig- 
nalled they are ready to remove 
an obstacle lo the peace 
process, as Irish and British min- 
isters tried to defuse the row 
over John Major's plan for 
elections in the Province. 

David Trimble, the Ulster 
Unionist leader, has privately 
made it clear to ministers that 
if elections were held, he would 
be prepared to sit down with 
Sinn Fein leaders while paral- 
lel moves were made to disarm 
the IRA- 

The compromise removes 
Lhe pre-condition, set out by the 
British Government in Wash- 
inton, that Sinn Fein would be 
admitted to all-party talks only 
after a start on decommission- 
ing bad taken place. 

Mr Trimble has told minis- 
ters he has “finessed" the Ul- 
ster Unionist conditions for 
engaging in all party talks, and 
does not understand the reason 


for the nationalist rejection of 
the proposed elections. 

John Bruton, the Irish Prime 
Minister, also tried to take the 
heat out of the row, which 
threatened to sour relations 
between London and Dublin af- 
ter Dick Spring, the Irish For- 
eign Secretary, accused Mr 
Major of trying to “divide and 
rale". 

Mr Bruton said he hoped the 
meeting on Thursday in London 
between Mr Spring and Sir 
Patrick Mayhew, the Northern 
Ireland Secretaiy, would “gel 
the peace process back on track 
from which it should never 
have been diverted". 

Thu Taoiseach replied to a 
letter from Mr Major at the 
weekend urging the Prime Min- 
ister to focus on the Mitchell 
commission conclusions that 

the TRA would not decommis- 
sion aims before all-party talks 
began. 

He did not reject the idea of 
elections in Northern Ireland to 
appoint the negotiating teams. 


but be inasied it was premature 
to make a decision on elections 
at this stage. Dublin dearly 
want London to put the elec- 
tions idea into all-party talks tty 
the end of next month. 

British ministers showed no 
sign of slackening their support 
for the elections although the 
nationalists remain hostile. 

Mr Major will meet John 
Home, leader of the national- 
ist SDLP, in his Commons room 
today (TUBS) in an attempt to 
answer Mr Hume’s objections. 

Officials from the British and 
Irish Governments also will 
meet today (TUES) in Dublin 
to discuss ways of implement- 
ing the report by the US Sena- 
tor George Mitchell for 
requiring augroups to renounce 
violence, end punishment at- 
tacks and begin all-party talks 
leading to disarmament 

Senator Mitchell, in Wash- 
ington, said President Clinton 
was veiy anxious that the all-par- 
ty talks should begin as sched- 
uled by the end. of February. 


Bottomley lifts Ulster protest ban 


Gerry Adams could be allowed 
to address a Sinn Fein rally in 
Trafalgar Square, following the 
decision by Ihe Government to 
lift the 23-year-oJd ban on 
Northern Ireland protest meet- 
ings at the world-famous land- 
mark, writes Colin Brown. 

The ban was imposed in 
1972, in the wake of the Aider- 
shot bombings, amid fears that 
demonstrations at Trafalgar 
Square by IRA supporters 
would lead to violence in the 
capital. 


Trafalgar Square has wit- 
nessed many demonstrations in 
the meantime, from Ban the 
Bomb protests to the campaign 
against the PollUo, which end- 
ed in violence. 

Virginia Bottomley, the Sec- 
retary of Slate for National 
Heritage, yesterday announced 
she was lifting the ban. It was 
seen as a confidence-building 
measure to underline the Gov- 
ernment's commitment to the 
peace process. 

Mrs Bottomley said organi- 


sations would still have to get 
permission from the Metro- 
politan Police for any rallies. 
The IRA and Loyalist para- 
military organisations would 
not be allowed to use the square 
to stage demonstrations as they 
are still banned organisations. 

Mrs Bottomley said: “My 
department wQI continue to 

demonstrations on Trafalgar 
Square to weekends, and will 
continue to ~ consider each ap- 
plication on is merits” 




MARY FAGA N Offer, the electricity walch- 

and PETER VICTOR dog, has called on the genera- 

tors to explain their part in the 
The National Grid last night power supply problem and to 
promised consumers: “There ask what safeguards are in place 
will be no power cuts tonight or when gas supplies to generating 
in the foreseeable future." A stations faK The move by the 
grid spokesman rejected what watchdog came amidst growing 
be called “media scare stories" concern that power stations _ 
and said that, barring unlore- can be cut off when demands on . 
seen circumstances - “like a British Gas soar. One industry 
jumbo jet coming down on source saidiTn terms of the con- 
power lines or an act of terror- sumer, it is robbing Peter to pay 
ism" - there was no likelihood Paul.” 

of power cuts. A spokesman for Offer said: ; 

The spokesman added: “We “We want information on the 
have worked with the regional situation and bow it has arisen, 
electricity companies and gen- We need to get to the bouom ; 
era tors and they have co-oper- of hand have written to the gen- 
ated very well. We have enough eralors today. We will also be i 
power and enough reserves. in contact with the gas watch- " 
Electricity generators sought dog, Ofyas, and the Deportment ’ 
to dispel graving alarm over the of Trade and Industry," 
possibility of power cuts during Under the current system, • 
a spate of freezing weather, some very large gas users, in- ’ 
Rftford demand caused by the eluding power stations, have 
freezing weather sweeping contracts which aliow them 
across Britain had fuelled fears hefty discounts on condition 
that consumers might suffer that supplies can be cut off when 
electricity blackouts. demand from other consumers 

A spokesman for the Con- soars. 
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across fife: Burns victim is awarded a record £650,000 but directs bitter attack on London Transport 

£ There has been no remorse, no goodwill. 
The survivors were thrown to legal sharks / 


STEVE BOGGAN 

A musician whose career was 
blighted by injuries suffered in 
the 1987 King's Cross fire was 
awarded £650,000 agreed dam- 
ages at the High Court yester- 
day. 

Ron Lipsius. who has un- 
dergone 1 8 operations to repair 
his bumL bands, said he was dis- 
appointed with the settlement 
- he had claimed more than 
£lm-and he launched a bitter 
attack on London Transport. 

“I hate them," he said, “I 
think they arc a wicked organ- 
isation. Their cumulative" in- 
competence caused hei] on 
earth on November IS 1987. 
They’ve shown no remorse. 
They have no goodwill. People 
were maimed and killed, and 
they threw the survivors to the 
legal sharks." 

The award is the highest so 
far out of more than 80 claims, 
although three are still out- 
standing. It reflects Mrs Lip- 
sius’s loss of future earnings 
Arum an anticipated career writ- 
ing advertising jingles. 

Mr Lipsius, 39, of Hammer- 
smith, west London, earned a 
first-class music degree from 
New York City, where he was 
bom, and he had hoped to 
spend his life in the music busi- 
ness, playing guitar and key- 
boards. Among witnesses who 
would have testified to his skill, 
had the case gone ahead, was 
Brian May, lead guitarist with 
the pop group Queen. 

On the night of the blaze, Mr 
Lipsius was travelling with a 
friend’s mother, who died. His 
hands were severely damaged 
when be lifted them to protect 



Damage done: Ron Lipsius recovering In hospital 24 hours after the receiving his 
injuries in the fire; and fright} the burned out underground station at King's Cross 


his face as a fireball swept 
through the underground sta- 
tion ticket hall, where many of 
Uic 31 who died were overcome 
by flames and smoke. 

As a regular user of (he sta- 
tion, he was able to find a way 
out of the worst of the blaze be- 
fore being rescued by firemen. 

During his recovery at Uni- 
versity College Hospital, Lon- 
don, Mr Lipsius endured a 
number of extremely painful op- 
erations which could only be 
carried out without anaesthet- 
ic. They involved cutting the 
sides of his fingeis to remove 
dead tissue. 

Such was the resulting pain 
that for eight weeks be was pre- 
scribed heroin. For years af- 
terwards he required strong 
painkillers before daily phys- 
iotherapy sessions. 

The court was told that he is 
still suffering from post-trau- 


matic stress and depression, and 
his hands bleed when he tries 
to play the guitar. 

His counsel, Colin Mackay 
QC, said the "skilful and nec- 
essarily aggressive" treatment 
Mr Lipsius was given enabled 
him to use his hands to a cer- 
tain degree, but they had not 
been restored enough to enable 
him to play his guitar. 

"His hope, before the fire, 
was not that he was going (o be 
the next Eric Clapton," said Mr 
Mackay. “But that he would en- 
ter the world of jingles. 

“Whal my client went 
through was like a vision of hell 
... He left his companion and 
fell guilty he had not been able 
to save her. Mr Lipsius survived 
to be described as the worst of 
the King's Cross victims in 
terms of burns. 

"He has hands that he can 
use for many of the purposes of 


Awards recognise bravery 


The payout to Ron Lipsius is the 
largest of 84 cases settled so far 
at a cost to London Transport 
of more than £4m, writes Steve 


Until yesterday, the highest 
awards had been made for the 
suffering of two men - a fireman 
and a ticket collector - for the 
post-traumatic stress they still 
endure after feats of selfless 
bravery. 

Mahendra Parmar, 46, the 
ticket collector, was awarded 


£375,616 in November 1994 af- 
ter having his health ruined in 
the aftermath of the fire. 

Despite terrifying conditions. 
Mr Parmar. from Milton 
Keynes, repeatedly led passen- 
gers out of danger and re- 
turned to save more. But after 
the disaster, he became with- 
drawn and suffered a series of 
health problems that resulted in 
him needing sticks to walk. He 
has to be cared for to a high de- 
gree by his wife. Sumitra. 


The next highest award was 
made to Paul Hale, 47, of 
Sheemess. Kent, who repeat- 
edly entered the smoke-filled 
station to pull out survivors and 
bodies. Making the award. Mr 
Justice Otton said: “He is prob- 
ably one of the most courageous 
men I have ever had, or shall 
have, the privilege of meeting.” 

The highest collective award, 
to the widow and children of 
one of the victims, Christopher 
Roome, amounted to £423.089. 


life but the supreme tragedy is 
he wanted more than that. He 
wanted a career in music. 

“He simply cannot play the 
guitar. He has tried, and on one 
occasion his hands started to 
bleed. The skin of his hands is 
simply too delicate, his joints 
simply loo imperfect” 
ra trick Allen, Mr Lipsius's 
solicitor, said Professor Gus 
McGrouther, Mr Lipsius's sur- 
geon, said 10 more operations 
were necessary, something Lon- 
don Transport contested. 

Mr Justice Butterfield said 
Mr Lipsius had demonstrated 
great bravery but that no 
amount of money could com* 
pensate him for the devastating 
injuries and the psychological 
consequences of the fire. 

"His recave ly, partial and in- 
complete as it is, is quite plain- 
ly a tribute to the skill of the 
doctors who treated him, the 
support of his family and, above 
alL the dogged determination of 
Mr Lipsius hims elf." 

After the hearing, Mr Lipsius 
said: "I am disappointed. I was 
hoping for a lot more, but it’s 
a risky business and you just 
have to settle for less or go 
through an incredible amount 
of stress - and maybe get less.” 

He said the money would be 
used to build a recording studio 
so he could continue trying to 
work as a musician. 

London Transport said it was 
"pleased" the case had been set- 
tled and it expressed its sym- 
pathy for all the victims and 
their families. 


Obsession that turns life 
into nightmare for victims 


WILL BENNER 

The obsessive nature of the 
Cambridgeshire stalker, who 
followed his victim for four 
months before raping her in her 
home, would be familiar to 
thousands of frightened women. 

When rejected or ignored 
stalkers become ever more 
obsessive and determined, turn- 
ing the lives of their victims into 
a nightmare. 

The stalking compulsion is 
known by psychiatrists as ero- 
tomania. The basic delusion is 
that the pursuer is either loved 
intensely by their qnany or 
would be if they only knew each 
other. Some are harmless but 
many are not. 

John Hinckley shot and 
wounded President Ronald 
Reagan to try to impress actress 
Jodie Foster, for wtom he bad 
formed an obsessive attraction. 

Police are under no illusions 
that Chuck, the Cambridgeshire 
stalker, must be caught. De- 
tective Superintendent Tony 
Rogers, the officer leading the 
inquiry, said yesterday: “This 
man is clearly extremely dan- 


When rejected the stalker becomes 
more determined to trap his quarcy 


gerous and I believe it is possi- 
ble this may not be the first time 
he has victimised and harmed 
a woman. Moreover, I cannot 
rule out the possibility that he 
may rape again.” 



The stalker: An artist’s 
drawing of ‘Chuck’ 


The stalker first saw the 
woman, a mother in her thirties, 
in a local bote! where she was 
haring a cup of coffee last Sep- 
tember. She rejected his chat- 
up attempt and not unnaturally 
thought that that would be the 
end of the matter. 

He has since veered from 
threatening behaviour, once 
punching her, to trying to win 
her approval. On one occasion 
he pulled up behind her and 
offered to help within moments 
of her car breaking down. 

The sense of threat that she 
felt was increased by the fact 
that she sometimes saw him 
even when he was not follow- 
ing her. Detective Superinten- 
dent Rogers said: “During the 
Christmas and New Year peri- 
ods she spotted the man on sev- 
eral occasions in Huntingdon." 

Many celebrities are harassed 
by stalkers. Earlier this month 
Robert Dewey Hoskins was 
convicted of soaking “terrorist 
threats” to the pop singer Mad- 


onna. He broke into her Hol- 
lywood estate twice, left love let- 
ters in her letterbox and 
threatened to “slice her throat 
from ear to ear". 

Other public figures stalked 
in recent years include members 
of the royal family, tennis play- 
ers Monica Seles and Steffi 
Graf, supermodel Naomi 
Campbell, singer Olivia New- 
ton-John, and the actress He- 
lena Bonham-Carter. 

The questions which Cam- 
bridgeshire police now have to 
address are whether they pro- 
vided enough protection for 
the rape victim and whether 
they could have followed her to 
catch the stalker. 

Detective Snperintendent 
Rogers said : “It is not the time 
now to have an inquiry into our 
methods. We look the necessary 
security measures to try to pro- 
tect her." 

Asked wiry detectives had not 
tailed the woman to try to trap 
the stalker, police said she had 
not told them she was being fol- 
lowed until after she was 
punched just before Christmas, 
lading article, page 14 


Eli racism watchdog demands 
Internet neo-Nazi censorship 


ANDREW BROWN 

An EU committee on racism 
has demanded that the internet 
be censored to prevent the in- 
citement of racial hatred. The 
Union's Consultative Commis- 
sion on Racism and Xenopho- 
bia, based in Paris, yesterday 
urged all member states to fol- 
low the example of Germany, 
which has been attempting to 
censor racist and pornograph- 
ic messages in cyberspace. 

The latest scandal was caused 
by Ernst Zundel, a German 
neo-Nazi, based in Canada, 
who has hired space on a com- 
puter in California to promote 
Reviews. This space, known as 
a web site, greets visitors with 
the statement “The Zundelsite 
has as its mission the rehabili- 
tation of the honour and repu- 


tation of the German nation and 
site challenges the traditional 
version of the ‘Holocaust’ - an 
Allied propaganda tool con- 
cocted during World TOr n - 
that is not based on historical 
fact but is a cleverly used ploy 
to keep the German war time 
generation, and their descen- 
dants in perpetual political, 
emotional, spiritual and finan- 
cial bondage.” 

These views are obnoxious in 
California and illegal in Ger- 
many, where the denial of the 
Holocaust is a crime, along 
with the display of Nazi sym- 
bolism. The Zfindel ate has 
links to a flourishing under- 
growth of neo-Nazism on the 
Internet The Simon WlesenthaJ 
Centre in Los Angeles claims to 
have identified more than 70 
neo-Nazi web sites. 


More than a million Germans 
are now able to access these 
through Internet services. Last 
week. Deutsche Telekom, the 
largest provider of Internet ser- 
vices in Germany, cut off all ac- 
cess to the computers of Web 
Communications, the company 
which rents space to Zundef. 
Since this is a large and re- 
spectable commercial concern, 
this also meant that the 
Deutsche Telekom subscribers 
lost access to another 1,500 
web sites, among them one 
maintained by Deutsche Bank 
Securities. 

Deutsche Telekom itself ad- 
mits that thk form of censorship 
is partial and inefficient. A 
spokesman was anxious yes- 
terday to disclaim legal re- 
sponsibility for the messages 
earned over their network. “We 


are not responsible, but we be- 
come associated with it We 
think that an in dividual case like 
that of Mr Zundel brings bad in- 
fluence to our reputation in the 
market.” 

However, the state preseal- 
tor’s office in Mannheim is 
considering whether to charge 
Deutsche Tfelekom anyway. 

Stephen Bates, an American 
lawyer who has made a special 
study of freedom of speech in 
cyberspace, said yesterday: 
“The law is trying imperfectly 
and inadequately to uphold the 
idea that some information is 
acceptable and some is not. 

“But law has always been 
based on territory. Now, in cy- 
berspace, we’re seeing, in sub- 
stantial part, the end of 
geography, and that creates 
problems.” 



Pay bade Ron Lipsius leaving the High Court with his wife, Sally Photograph: Reuter 


Opera 
star in 
boycott 
threat 


Opera star Bryn Terfel yester- 
day threatened to boycott Wales 
in the row over the Millennium 
Commission's decision not to 
fund the new Cardiff Bay opera 
house. 

Welsh-born Mr Terfel had 
been booked to open the con- 
troversial new building on St 
David’s Day in the year 2000 
by singing the title role in 
Wagners "The Flying Dutch- 
man”. 

But the failure of the opera 
house bid and pressure from 
other prestigious opera houses 

to dng with them has forced him 
to put the plans on one side. 

It means his current project 
— singing the part of Nick Shad- 
dow in a new Welsh National 
Opera production of Stravin- 
sky’s The Rake's Progress due to 
open in February - could well 
be his last for the company. 

Mr Terfel confirmed his cal- 
endar was fully booked for the 
next seven years and that the 
Welsh National Opera now had 
no place in it. 

“Pm very disappointed,” he 
«iH, but added that, without the 
new opera house, the WNO 
simply did not have the theatre 
facilities to make it worth his 
while sin g in g with them. 

The singer’s outspoken con- 
demnation of the Millennium 
Commission's decision will fur- 
ther fuel the debate which has 
raged in the music world since 
Heritage Secretary Virginia 
Bottom! ey announced its re- 
jection last month. 

Supporters of the landmark 
project had been seeking 
around £50m for a permanent 
home for the company, which 
celebrates its 50th anniversary 
this year. 

In an outspoken interview for 
BBC Wales. MrTfcrfel admitted 
he would now rather go to 
America, Europe or Covent 
Garden to take on some of the 
de manding Wagnerian roles. 

The singer added: “The Met 
said that if plans for the new 
Welsh opera house don’t come 
through, then we have some- 
flung for you instead. So what 
am I supposed to do?” 

The fastest rising singing suc- 
cess for decades, Mr Terfel, a 
farmer's son from Snowdonia, 
has already performed in most 
of the world's opera houses to 
huge acclaim. 
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politics 

Hospital to get 

£ 50 m injection 
of private cash 



PirliiAnaefea law 1 Wnm^n fianinf? slow d63th C3llS for 


<,.nrior choice for dying 



NICHOLAS TIMMINS 

Public Policy Editor 

A £5Gra private finance rede- 
vc I op merit of St James's Hos- 
pital in Leeds was given the 
go-ahead yesterday providing it 
with a new 166-bed paediatric 
wing, but also its first private 
beds for paying patients. 

The scheme is the biggest 
NHS contract let so far under 
the Government's private fi- 
nance initiative. It includes a 
“mediparfc" to attract pharma- 
ceutical, bio- technology and 
equipment manufacturers, a 
900-place car part which wifi 
help raise revenue, and an 80- 
bed patient “hater to which re- 
cuperating patients may be 
transferred. 

The development is due to be 
followed by a string of other pri- 
vately financed hospitals worth 
a potential £2bn, including the 
£35m 150-bed development at 
Chesham and Amersham an- 
nounced by Kenneth in the 
Budget They include a £9Qm re- 
build at the Swindon and Marl- 
borough Trust and a £!00m 
project to provide a complete 
new district general hospital on 
a green-field site at Norwich. 

John Horaro. the junior 
health minister, claimed the 


initiative was “changing the 
face of hospitals up and down 
the country* ty providing up-to- 
date facilities in place of ageing 
NHS buildings. AQ the clinical 
services of doctors and nurses 
would continue to be provided 
by ihe NHS. he added. 

Harriet Harman, Labour’s 
health spokeswoman, coun- 
tered that the initiative was 
privatising the NHS, leaving the 
service “in hock" to the private 
companies who would build, 
own and run the buildings. 

The new wing at Jimmy’s is 
due for completion at the end 
of 1988 and will occupy a 13.5 
acre site neat to the hospital. 
The project is being run by a 
subsidiary of Medipark Ltd of 
which the leading members are 
Charterhouse Bank and John 
I .ling Construction. 

The 80-bed hotel, in which 
the NHS will “rent” beds as and 
when it needs them, wiD include 
a 35-bed private unit. It will be 
run by a private provider who 
has yet to be identified but who 
wflTpav a royalty to the hospi- 
tal based on the number of pa- 
tients treated. 

A trust spokesman said the 
aim was to encourage hospital 
consultants who now operate 
privately elsewhere to use the 


facilities at Jimmy's - cutting 
their travelling time, making 
them more available to. tire 
NHS and providing the trust 
with extra revenue. 

The trust claimed yesterday 
that private-sector involvement, 
including innovations in design 
and running costs, made the 
scheme £5m cheaper to build 
and £10m cheaper overall than 
its pubHdy-funded equivalent. 

John Greetham, chairman 
of the Northern and Yorkshire 
region of the NHS, who initi- 
al^ tire project when chairman 
of Jimmy’s, said: “The FFI is not 
a way of privatising the NHS. 
Bur from it The FFI actually 
protects the NHS’s fundamen- 
tal principle - providing health 
care based on clinical need 
free at the point of delivery — 
by finding ways of making fflia L 

ity health care more affordable." 

Four hundred jobs will be in- 
volved in the construction phase 
of what is essentially a ratio- 
nalisation of existing, scattered, 
paediatric services. It also re- 
leases part of the costing hos- 
pital for mental health care. 

Mr Horam also announced a 
£20m scheme to provide car 
parking and office accommo- 
dation at the Royal Berkshire 
and Battle Trust in Reading. 




Mercy plea: Annie lindseU, 45, On wheelchair), a motor neurone disease sufferer, outside the Commons yesterday where^veatte 
caning on MPs to support ‘a wider choice for the dying* by relaxing the taw on euthanasia. She faced ‘a fife where 111 be compjere^r pa iy 
able to taka care of my most Intimate personal needs' and said her main barrier to a dignified death was the current law Pnotograp . 
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Council taxes 
^ndrame> ‘set to rocket’ 


Defence chiefs are today ex- 
pected to announce moves to 
step up investigations into so- 
called Gulf war syndrome. 

After intense cross-party 
pressure, ministers are believed 
to come down in favour of an 
inquiry into deformities among 
children born to Gulf veterans. 

More than 70 fonner service 
personnel claim there could be 
a link between the cocktail of 
vaccinations- and anti-nerve 
agents.lbey, took to protect 
ttemselves against chemical and 
biological attack and deformities 
in their offspring. Some have 
been bom with hmb defects, 
heart deformities and some have 
had vital organs missing. 

The expected move follows a 
top-level meeting between de- 
fence chiefs and a team of 
medical specialists last week. 

Labour defence spokesman 
Dr John Reid said: “A partial in- 
quiry into any single aspect of 
the problem will be welcome, 
but only as a first step towards 
the full inquiry that our veter- 
ans deserve. For too long the 
Government has tried to ignore 
this issue. It looks as though it 
has now found the strength of 
professional and medical opin- 
ion too great to resist." 


COUN BROWN 

Chief Political Correspondent 

Council tax rises could be much 
higher than the eight per cent 
predicted by the Treasury, as a 
result of cuts in support for 
spending by local government, 
Frank Dobson, the shadow Sec- 
retary of State for the Envi- 
ronment, warned last night 

Mr Dobson blamed the Gov- 
ernment for forcing many 
Labour-controlled local au- 
thorities to increase the coun- 
cil tax from April by more than 
three times the rale of inflation, 
as a result of cuts in grants. 

“Labour authorities will have 
to do their best to keep the 
councfl tax down and maintain 
services as best they can. But it 
will mean people have to pay 
more for less," be said. 

William Waldegrave, the 
Chief Secretary to the Treasury, 
had estimated at the time of the 
Budget that the council tax 
could go up by eight per cent, 
but Mr Dobson warned it could 
be higher. “It could be more. It 
is an average, and last time, the 
actual figures varied between an 
increase of 24 per cent to a sub- 
stantial reduction," he said. 

Labour will seek to blame the 


Government for the increases 
in council tax in a full-scale 
Commons debate tomorrow. 
Mr Dobson said it was the 
equivalent of an increase of a 
half-penny in the pound on the 
basic rate of income tax. “It will 
nearly wipe out the Ip cut in in- 
come tax given to the taxpayers 
in the Budget What they give 
with one hand, they steal back 
with the other," he said. 

Higher ills are due to drop 
through letter boxes shortly be- 
fore the May local elections. 
Ministers are hoping to pin the 
blame on Labour-controlled 
councils, and will claim it rep- 
resents the higher spending vot- 
ers can expect under Labour. 



Warning: Frank Dobson 


Labour attacks mean-minded Tories over homeless 

‘Bedsit hostels’ incur 
Gummer’s wrath 


/Councils are to be given new 
v-'powers to close down ben- 
efit hostels and bedsit blocks if 
they cause a nuisance or an- 
noyance to the neighbourhood. 

The move, announced by 
John Gu miner. Secretary of 
State for the Environment, will 
be particularly welcome in sea- 
side towns, he said, where once 
elegant hotels have become 
troublesome eyesores. 

In many resorts fonner hotels 
and guest houses had become 
what are sometimes called 
“benefit hostels". 

“Where these are badly man- 
aged, or where there are sim- 
ply too many of them, there is 
often considerable nuisance 
and sometimes real danger. 
Such wholesale changes can 
alter the whale character of an 
area and damage the tourism in- 
dustry, upon which many such 
seaside towns exist" 

Speaking during the Second 
Reading of the Housing Bill, Mr 
Gummer promised amend- 
ments to enable councils to 
close down problem “houses in 
multiple occupation", without 
compensation. Councils will 
also be given powers to prevent 
new HMOs opening. 

M uch of the acrimonious 
debate on the Bill centred 
on its impact on the homeless. 
Frank Dobson, Labour's envi- 
ronment spokesman, said it 
was a “nasty, mean-spirited" 
measure which attacked home- 
less people. Mr Gummer. 


meanwhile, maintained it was 
about treating everyone on the 
housing waiting list equally. 

Responding to a newspaper 
advertisement from bousing 
charities, the Secretary of State 
said it was not a fair system to 
have several queues. “Everyone 
should be lined up together." 

The Bill proposes a single 
waiting list route into local au- 
thority and housing associa- 
tion homes. Families and the 
vulnerable would be given a 
minimum of one year’s accom- 
modation. But Mr Glimmer 



Inside 

Parliament 


Stephen 

i|)D ) Goodwin 

said others might actually belly- 
ing in far worse conditions. 

“This BUI ensures people 
are judged according to their 
needs,"he insisted *Ta each ac- 
cording to his need - or is this 
another thing that the Labour 
party have thrown out?*' 
Other provisions give more 
housing association tenants the 
right to buy, leaseholders 
greater protection, and council 
tenants a chance to vote far new 
social landlords able to use pri- 
vate money for improvements. 
But little of this impressed Mr 


Dobson who said the Bill com- 
bined “Tory mean-mindedness 
and a lurch to the right". Instead 
of helping the victims of then 
policies, the Government was 
blaming them. . “Faced with 
enormous queues for council 
and housing association homes 
the Government isn’t trying tc 
shorten the queues by buildrng 
more Homes. Instead they pro- 
pore just to rearrange the queue 
and hope that in the process the 
people affected will start blam- 
ing one another and that il 
might also distract attention 
from the Tbries" record." 

Instead of finding families 
somewhere decent to live, the 
Government was proposing to 
force them to live in “perpetu- 
al insecurity," Mr Dobson said. 

He held up as the epitome ot 
Tbry policy the Clarendon 
Court Hotel in Westminster, 
claiming it was occupied ty 
158 families living in “squalor . 

“But the landlords won’t be 
living in squalor. They’re getting 
-£750,000 a year - £14,000 a 
week- of taxpayers’ money." 

He said the hotel was infest- 
ed by cockroaches and there 
were only six electric cooking 
rings shared by residents of 48 
bedsitting rooms. “This Hous- 
ing Bill doesn't propose to do 
anything to improve the living 
conditions of these families. 


help them get somt 

ter to live. Quite the reverse; 
it’s likely to force them fo st? 
there longer." 








Forest miners fight 
for right to stay free 


MICHAEL PRESTAGE 

For 700 years the free min ers of 
the Forest of Dean have rained 
coal without such bureaucratic 
niceties as planning permis- 
sion. but non' history is selto be 
overturned and their future is 
in the balance. 

The fiercely independent 
miners will not see their 
birthright eroded without a 
fight. It was the skills of their 
foref others in tunnelling under 
castle fortifications that brought 
them the right to mine without 
hindrance or encumbrance any- 
where in the Forest of Dean, the 
area of land between the Riv- 
er Severn and Wales. 

Gerald Haynes owns one of 
only two full-time mines re- 
maining. He has been told he 
needs planning permission to 
continue his mine at Hayners 
Bailey, Cannop, where he trav- 
els 200 metres underground to 
hack out 400 tonnes of coal a 
year in a one-man operation. 

Like all the free miners, Mr 


Haynes was bom in the hundred 
of St Briavcls and worked a year 
and a day underground in a 
mine. There arc still a couple of 
hundred free miner s surviving 
but few now mine. 

He said: “It seems that the 
authorities want lo git rid of the 
free miners. Now there are 
only a few left mining the im- 
pression is that we are an anom- 
aly they want to see removed." 

Mr Haynes said it had always 
been accepted that free miners 
did not need planning permis- 
sion. But consent may prove dif- 
ficult to obtain in what is an 
environmentally sensitive area. 

“AD I want is to be able to car- 
ry on as I have dorie for 20 years. 
Most of the coal goes into lo- 
cal homes." 

Donald Johns, chairman of 
the Forest of Dean Free Min- 
ers' Association, said the whole 
issue was complicated, but he 
was critical of the new Coal Au- 
thority for insisting on planning 
pennission. 

He said; “At stake is an im- 


portant tradition for this area. 
We are not just looking at to- 
day but for the next SO years. We 
can't let our rights be eroded." 

Paul MarJaod, the MP for 
Gloucestershire West, has 
backed the miners’ fight. “We 
roust ensure that the free min- 
ers and their ancient rights are 
protected and preserved." 

Roy Piggott, the Forest’s 
minerals estate manager - 
known as the deputy gaveller - 
said free miners needed plan- 
ning permission. “You get this 
folklore, but the rule of law is 
the nile of law. There is a ten- 
dency to believe the free min- 
ing is the Oxford Dictionary 
sense of free, and it isn't.” 

He said there was still con- 
fusion over whether all free min- 
ers required a licence. A 
spokesman for the Coal Au- 
thority admitted the whole is- 
sue was complex and governed 
by arcane regulations. 

The authority and the deputy 
gaveller said they were in tails 
to try and find a compromise. 


Universities 
threaten 
£300 fee 
for freshers 


FRAN ABRAMS 

Education Correspondent 

Universities are threatening to 
charge freshers £300 per head 
next year unless government 
cuts are reversed. 

Vice-chancellors will decide 
cm Friday whether to impose the 
one-off levy on new students 
from September 1997. They 
may also decide to boycott 
inspections of their teaching 
quality. 

The fee, which would not be 
charged to students on full 
grants, could affect 140,000 stu- 
dents and would raise up to 
£50m. Universities face cuts of 
9.4 per cent over three years, 
with capital spending reduced 
by50percenLThey say they w£Q 

lake action unless this year's 
budget eases their plight. 

More than 100 vice-chan- 
cellors will discuss the plan, 
along with a further measure 
which could mean a boycott of 
quality inspections in universi- 
ties. This second plan could lead 
to financial sanctions by gov- 
ernment funding agencies. 

Diana Warwick; chief execu- 
tive of the Committee of Vice- 
Chancellors and Principals 
(CVCP), said yesterday that 
action would only be taken 



Diana Warwick: ‘Reluctant’ 
move to counter cuts 


with reluctance. “What is the 
point of delivering second class 
tuition to students? Universities 
need adequate funding to main- 
tain quality," she said. 

Vice-chancellors have been 
increasingly vocal in their 
protests against spending re- 
strictions. The proportion of 18 
year-olds going to university has 
risen in the past decade from 
one in five to almost one in 
three, but the higher education 
budget has failed to keep pace. 

Other proposals which will be 
tabled at Friday's meeting will 
include the introduction of top- 
up fees which would vary from 
university to university. Some 
vice-chancellors have also 
threatened to cut student num- 
bers, but this has been rejected 
because it would lead to fund- 
ing being reduced even further. 

The CVCP believes the only 
long-term solution to the uni- 
versities’ funding problems 
would be a system by which all 
students repaid a proportion of 
their fees after graduation. 

Such a system has already 
been introduced in Australia 
and does not appear to have put 
off potential students. Howev- 
er, despite continued political 
pressure for such a move nei- 
ther of the main political par- 
ties has so far been prepared to 
make a commitment to it 

Last year the National Union 
of Students (NUS) foiled to per- 
suade its members to press for 
a sjstem like the Australian one, 
which could mean much more 
generous funding for universi- 
ties. It will debate the issue again 
at its conference this spring. 

However, a number of stu- 
dent groups are opposed. Yes- 
terday they launched a 
Campaign for Free Education, 
whose members will stand for 
executive positions in NUS. 
Among its members is Clive 
Lewis, the union’s vice-presi- 
dent for education. “Students 
are already living in desperate 
hardship. Tuition fees amount 
to a tax on education," be said. 
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Our free Answering Machine with 
Telephone offer is just one of many good 
reasons to switch your current account 
to the Alliance Account. Another is the 
option of £30 worth of Argos Premier 
Points absolutely free. 

We also offer a complete 24 hour 
telephone banking service. So you can 
pay bills, check your 
balance or transfer 
funds whenever 
you want. 

We even offer up 
to 5% credit interest 
gross p.a. 

We're always at the end of the phone 

As well as round the clock telephone 
banking, we offer the convenience of 



nearly 350 Alliance & Leicester branches. 

We provide free banking when 
you're in credit and authorised 
overdrafts at the low monthly interest 
rate of just 0.76% (APR 9.12%) and no 
monthly fee. 

And you'll receive a £100 cheque 
guarantee/ debit* card with access to your 
money through 8,500 
LINK cash machines. 

ft's simple to switch 

Find out how easy 
it is to switch to the 
Alliance Account - we'll even help 
you transfer direct debits and standing 
orders. Call us free on 0500 95 95 95 
or complete and return the 
COUpOn Opposite. 'Subject to status 


Find out more today, call FREE on: 


0500 95 95 95 

quoting ref: NIB 
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c o u p o r. o £ i c ' ■ 1 


Please send me more in f or ma tion about the Affiance Account 
from Affiance & Leicester 



Mr/Mrs/Miss/Ms. 
Surname 


.Initials. 


.Address. 


.Postcode. 


TeL No. (Home) 

Date of birth /_ 


.(WbrkL 


Are you an Alliance & Leicester customer? Ovbs Qno 


Return to: ABanee & L eicester BuBding Society. 
Freepost (LS 948), Leeds LS2 SAL. 


■ ALLIANCE 
_ ” LEICESTER 


A!1 appL-ttflts imm be aged IB D<r ever, and agree to pay a minimum of £300 cacti month (or grant cheque each term) into Utah- account. Applications, issuing of the Cl 00 cheque guarantee card and overdraft facilities are subject to an appraisal oi you, r 
position written quotations available on request. Interest on ciedll balances will be payable not or basic rata of income tea, or subiecl to the required certification, gross. The gross rate 01 mterast quoted does not tike account of deduction of Incomow* i 

S'* gross ka. is payable on balances of £5000 or more. Credit Interest m calculated daily from the day following receipt, up to and Including the day before withdrawal, except for deposits made by Cheque where interest is calculated from the fourth omrkrm* 
foHowing receipt at the cheque clearance centra. Interest rates are variable. Overdrafts are repayable on demand. Applications must be received between 15th January end 29ih March 1996. After you fund your account *nih salary or credit of al least fvn V . 3 Mv 

your claim form before 3lst May 1096. you can choose either 130 worth of Argoa Premier Polnta or a voucher tor a Binatone Taiecorder 2100 which Is redeemable at any Argos store J a-,c ,elurr 

A CUSTOMER WITH AN ALLIANCE ACCOUNT WILL BE A DEPOSITOR WITH, NOT A SHAREHOLDER OF, THE SOCIETY. 

Alliance & Leicester Building Society. Heritage House, 61 Soulhgalet, Leicester, LEl 5RR. 
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National Lottery: Urban parks set to gain as latest rollover jackpot winners con sider their futur es 

Park life 


is given 
£50m 


injection 



CLARE GARNER 


Britain's urban parks arc set to 
receive a £50m facelift from the 
Heritage Lottery Fund, it was 
announced yesterday. 

Following a series of lottery 
handouts to allegedly Elitist in- 
stitutions, the fund hp turned 
its attention to a subject close 
to the hearts of the estimated 
8 million people who visit a park 
each dav. 

The 'Urban Parks Pro- 
gramme plans to restore and re- 
juvenate historic open spaces in 
towns and cities throughout 
the country over the next three 
yearn. Launching the scheme in 
Sheffield's Weston Park, hind 
chairman Lord Rothschild in- 
vited applications from parks, 
gardens, town squares, town 
moors, seaside promenade gar- 
dens and historic cemeteries, 
and said funding decisions were 
expected to be announced by 
March next year. 

A recent report by Come- 
dia/Demos. on which the pro- 
gramme was partly based, 
estimated that more than 40 per 
cent of the population use paries 
for recreation, fun and fresh air 
on a regular basis. Geoff Mul- 
gan. director of Demos, said yes- 


terday: “We’re delighted they 
have taken on an issue which to 
most of the policy-makers in 
London seems mundane but is 
in fact where life is lived. 

“ Whereas so many of the vis- 
ible beneficiaries of lottery 
money have been elitist and ex- 
clusive institutions, there is 
none less so than the public 
park. Thais why, in farms of val- 
ue tor money and improving the 
quality of life there's more bang 
for ttic buck available in the 
parks than almost anywhere 
else at the moment.” 

In the 1 9th century. Britain 
pioneered an entirety new mod- 
el for public parks, imitated 
around (he world. Mr Mulgan 
hopes the new programme will 
prove equally innovative. Parks 
should be “showcases for bio- 
diversity” and cater for sports 
ranging from American football 
to Tai Chi. he said. 

Clare Hartwell, the Victori- 
an Society’s northern architec- 
tural adviser, had one 
reservation. “I think it is quite 
likely that some parks in the 
north haven ! even been iden- 
tified vcl" she said. “In London 
there is extremely good knowl- 
edge of the history of the park 
and obviously those parks with 









Open space: Aston Park, Birmingham, one of the Victorian parks expected to be considered for Heritage Fund awards Photograph: Russell Sach 


a good body of research will be 
the first to attract money. It's go- 
ins to be more difficult to tar- 


get the parks which are most in 
if finance 


need of financial help." 

Britain has the largest pro- 
portion of recreational green 


space in urban areas of any com- 
parable country. In a recent 
Mori poll commissioned by 
the fund, 65 per cent of the pop- 
ulation nominated inner-city 
parks as the aspect of heritage 
they fell was most important to 


preserve, and 74 per cent 
thought that it was “very im- 
portant” to make local parks 
cleaner and safer for children. 

Sheffield is just one city 
which would benefit from lot- 
tery money. “We’ve a popula- 


tion of over half a million, 

pairing at laa«a three milti rm vis- 

ius a year to Sheffield's parks.” 
said Elizabeth Thring, director 
of recreation and amenities for 
the city council. 

“Our Victorian forefathers 


were very generous in provid- 
ing wonderful parks which be- 
came the lungs of the city. 
However, the maintenance paid 
into pads has gone down 50 per 
cent in real terms over the last 
three years.” 


Business as usual for ‘dedicated’ jackpot winners 



Four members of a team of 
council workers whose syndicate 
won a £10m share of the Na- 
tional Lottery roll-over jackpot 
said today they had no intention 
of giving up their jobs, helping 
people whose hick had run out 

They and the other 29 syn- 
dicate members, who work in 
the homeless persons' unit of 
Camden council in north Lon- 
don, never had any doubt about 
reporting for work as normal af- 
ter learning they would each re- 
ceive £304,724, they said. 

“We like our work - it's not 


the sort of job you could just not 
for," 


Winners: Christine Winter, Philomena Kelly, Maria Martinez and Margie West 


turn up for," said manager 
Christine Winter. Assessment 
officer Margie West said: “You 
can’t just walk away from peo- 
ple who need you." 

They said most of the 33 had 


met for champagne celebrations 
yesterday and there was never 
any question that anyone would 
fail to turn up for work at their 
base near King's Cross Station 
— an area notorious for street 
drug dealers, prostitutes and 
beggars. “It’s a highly stressful 
kind of work,” said Mis Winter. 
“But we all are highly commit- 
ted to it and no one is talking 
of leaving." 

There was general agree- 
ment to wait for a while before 
deriding what to do with the 
money, but they said they were 
beginning to get some ideas. 

Ms Martinez, who moved to 
London from her native 
Madrid. S3id: “1 haven’t decid- 
ed yet but it's going to be some- 
thing spectacular and 
outrageous like learning to 


jump out of an aeroplane ” 
She said her 15-year-old daugh- 
ter, Arantxa, “screamed the 
place down” with delight when 
she heard of the win. 

Camden council leader 
Richard Arthur said: “We are 
thrilled for all the staff. There 
couldn't be a more deserving 
group and we're detigbted. 

- “The fact that the whole 
group reported for work after 
their win underlines their ded- 


ication to helping homeless 
of f 


families, one of the most vul- 
nerable groups in our society 
A nurse, who yesterday 
claimed Scotland’s largest lot- 
tery win - £10,055,900 - re- 
vealed that he has spent the last 
year sleeping on an airbed. But 
John McGtnnness doesn't plan 
to change his life overnight. 


He is thinking of going back 
to Law hospital in Strathclyde, 
where he is a theatre nurse, but 
has been given time off to think 
things over. “I need to do some- 
thing with my time. I can’t just 
sit around," said Mr McGuin- 
ness. of Shotts, near Glasgow. 

Since his marriage broke 
down a year ago, Mr McGuin- 
ness, who earns £150 a week, 
has lived with his parents in their 
one-bedroomed house. 

He had no plans to spend the 
money but simply wanted to 
make sure his family was hap- 
py. His daughter, Lauren, aged 
7. who lives with his estranged 
wife. Hazel was over the moon. 
Mr McGuinness said Hazel 
had told him she was happy for 
him. “I will see that she is hap- 
py too,” he said. 


Chinese prepare to gamble on scratchcard success 


When officials at China’s Social 
Welfare Lottery Committee re- 
alised just over a year ago that 
sales of lottery tickets had hit a 
plateau, they decided to open 
up China’s wild west to the joys 
of the game. An “experiment" 
was held in Xinjiang province’s 
Manas county, home to 120,000 
nomads. It was something of a 
hit; within days, LI million lot- 
tery tickets had been sold. 

Buoyed with success, the of- 
ficials aggressively started mar- 
keting bigger games across 
China, with higher-value prizes, 
ranging from bags of cement to 
washing machines. In a country 


where gambling is supposedly il- 
legal, it did not take long to pay 
off. By the end of the year to- 
tal sales had soared to 55bn 
yuan (£450ra). more than twice 
that for 1994. Officials readily 
admitted that, if only they could 
have printed more tickets, sales 
would have been much higher. 

Next month w91 see the Chi- 
nese government’s biggest ex- 
periment yet in the lottery 
business, with the launch of new 
scratchcard games in which 
Chinese punters buying the 2 
yuan 1 14p) tickets will be able 
to win large cash prizes. At a se- 
cret location near Peking, a 


Sino-French-Malaysian joint 
venture company is printing mil- 
lions of lottery cards for the 
“Constellation" and “Land Bat- 
tle Chase” games, which will 
start selling in the run-up to Chi- 
nese New Year in mid-February. 

Prizes worth up to 100,000 
yuan (£8.300) will be on offer, 
including apartments and care, 
but an official at the lottery com- 
mittee said there would also be 
a cash option. Cash prizes 
would be “more flexible”, he 
said. “Some people do not like 
the articles, they already have 
them. They prefer cash." 

In theory, China has strict 


Popularity of draw 
prompts instant 
experiment, writes 

Teresa Poole 


anti-gambling laws. In prac- 
tice, that does not always mat- 
ter. At the Peking Raring 'Brack, 
for instance, betting is official- 
ly described as “guessing^ about 
which horse may win. Similar- 
ly, the government has over- 
looked any inconsistency in 
slate lotteries. Under the gov- 
ernment’s regulations, 55 per 
cent of ticket revenues must be 


spent on prizes, 15 per cent goes 
on printing and distribution, and 
30 per cent funds on welfare in- 
stitutions, including old people’s 
homes and mental asylums. 

Chinese lottery tickets were 
simple cards with perforated 
windows, which tear back to re- 
veal a symbol. The scratch- 
cards will be far more 
sophisticated - and far more 
fraud- proof The joint venture 
is 37 per cent owned by the 
French state lottery company, 
Fran^oise des Jeux. which has 
imported state-of-the-art ma- 
chines to make the tickets. 

Outside Peking's Landao de- 


partment store the Chaoyang 
District Civil Affairs Social 
Welfare Bureau had two “cam- 
paigns” running this week, with 
an array of prizes on show to en- 
courage ticket sales. For 2 yuan 
one bad the chance of winning 
a motorcycle, Panasonic TV/hi- 
fi or microwave oven. One 
man, Mr Hu. bought five tick- 
ets to “try my luck” and won a 
monkey toy. “It is fun. Suppose 
I win a colour TV!” said another 
man from Hebei province. 

The scratchcards will be 
launched in the south of China 
and. significantly, not in Peking, 
just in case anything goes awry. 


The government is waxy of 
sparking lottery mania. “They 
do not want to go too fast," said 
one expert. “They do not know 
what will be the impact on the 
economy, especially in the 
countryside.” In some cases, 
peasants have sold their clothes 
to raise funds to buy tickets; 
some of the poorest provinces, 
such as Shaanxi and Guangxi, 
have been among the biggest 
ticket purchasers. The govern- 
ment also wants to keep strict 
control - in one province last au- 
tumn there was a riot when lo- 
cal cadres raised ticket prices 
without increasing prizes. 


NHS 

dentists 

hardest 

to find 
in South 


LIZ HUNT 

Health Editor 


having trouble tn ^urvev 
NHS dentist, says 
Which highlights a dental semo- 


the case 
The situation is ® ^ 

South-east with ever half 


cent) of respondents saving 
they raced problems, In East 
Anglia, which include* 

Prime Ministers own con- 
stituency of Huntingdon, the fig- 
ure was4S per cent, the second 
highest in the country. 

Problems were less severe 
furthernorth. In Scotland, only 
16 per cent of respondents saio 
finding an NHS dentist was a 

^The” British Dental Associa- 
tion. which commissioned the 

survey, is calling on the Gov- 
ernment to increase funding for 
NHS dentistry “as a matter of 
urgency". There is a “serious 
lack” of dental treatment across 
the country, the association 
said, and it is urging the public 
to write to their local MPs to 


complain about the disintegra- 
tion of the NHS dental service. 


The relationship between 
the Government and dentists is 
at an all time low after years of 
dispute over fees. In 1992 a 
7 per cent cut was imposed 
after dentists did more work 
than the Government had bud- 
geted for. 

As a result almost a million 
NHS patients have been “dereg- 
istered" by disillusioned dentists 
in recent years. Some are re- 
fusing new NHS patients and 
others restricting their new 
intake to pregnant women and 
children. Abandoned patients 
have to find a new NHS dentist 
seek private treatment or join 
an insurance scheme. 

Dr Joe Rich, of the BDA. 
said yesterday; “We have great 
sympathy for members of the 
public trying to find an NHS 
dentist Chronic underfunding 
by this Government has forced 
many dentists-out of the NHS. 
The BDA will continue lo fight 
for the preservation of NHS 
dentistry." 

A 10 per cent increase in 
funding for health service den- 
tistry in each of the next five 
years was needed to improve 
access to dental treatment for 
NHS patients, according to the 
BDA. 

A Department of Health 
spokeswoman said yesterday 
that the Government was com- 
mitted to the NHS dental ser- 
vice and that the number of 
NHS dentists was higher than 
four years ago at almost 16,000. 
up 525 on figures for June 
1992. The number of patients 
registered was 27.4 million, up 
100,000 on 1992. 

A regional breakdown of 
people finding it difficult to 
locate an NHS dentist was as 
follows: North, 19 per cent: 
Yorkshire and Humberside. 21 
per cent; East Midlands, 26 per 
cent; East Anglia, 48 per cent; 
South-east. 52 per ceDt; Lon- 
don, 33 per cent; South-west, 47 
per cent; Wales, 44 per cent: 
West Midlands, 39 per cent; 
North-west, 27 per cent; and 
Scotland, 16 per cent. 

The survey was conducted by 
telephone among a sample of 
1,024 respondents earlier this 
month. 


Jammed controls 
‘caused air crash’ 


A Chinook helicopter pilot told 
an inquiry that he did not accept 
the findings of an RAF board 
of inquiry into the Mull of Kin- 
tyre disaster, in which 29 peo- 
ple died when their helicopter 
ploughed into a hillside. 

The pilot said he believed the 
machine's controls bad jammed 
- forcing (he giant helicopter 
into a head-on collision course 
with the Mull. He considered 
the board of inquiry findings - 
that the Chinook pilot had cho- 
sen the wrong rate of climb - as 
“unlikely in tie extreme’’. 

The pilot, who cannot be 
named on security grounds, 
put forward his theory when he 
appeared as a witness for the 
family of Flight Lieutenant 


Jonathan Tapper, the captain of 
ed, at the 


the helicopter involve 
fatal accident inquiry in Paisley, 
Strathclyde. 

He and another Chinook pi- 
lot told the inquiry that Fit Ll 
Tapper - and most other Chi- 
nook pilots - had repeatedly' ex- 
pressed concerns about the 
new Mk 11 Chinook. Fit UTap- 
per was said to have voiced con- 
cerns “on a daily basis" that it 
was less capable of doing the job 


than the Mk l ft replaced. The 
RAF board of inquiry con- 
cluded the likeliest explana- 
tion for the crash- which killed 
the four-man RAF crew and 
their 25 passengers including 
Ulster’s top anti-terrorist RUG. 
military and MI5 officials - 
was a high-speed cruising climb 
at a rate of climb too low to 
dear the Mull. 

The RAF board said that 
although technical malfunction 
could doi be ruled out. there 
was no evidence to suggest the. 

Central to the evidence has 
been the low-level flight path 
the aircraft was raking. Less than 
a mile short of the Mull the 
pilot entered an updated navi- 
gation marker, or “waypoint". 

In the final seconds before 
disaster the helicopter dramat- 
ically increased its climb rate. 
The change of waypoint - on the 
RAF board of inquiry scenario 
- was part of a pre-planned 
change from fly-by-sight rules to 
instrument flying rules. But the 
pilot said yesterday he thought 
it “inconceivable" that the he- 
licopter would be that dose to 
land, out of visual contact, and 
below its safety altitude. 


Call for new approach to 
spelling as adults fail test 


JUDITH JUDD 

Education Editor 


Most common spelling mistakes 


Accommodation baffles two- 
thirds of us. occasionally stumps 
more than half and around 
four in ten can’t cope with nec- 
essary and apologise. 

A survey of spelling and 
punctuation among 980 people 
aged between 16 and 60, pub- 
lished yesterday, reveals that 
nearly half of adults cannot 
spell common words. 

Accommodation proved lo 
be the most difficult word in the 
survey, conducted by the Adult 
and Basic Skills Agency: 68 
per cent spelt it wrongly. Next 
came occasionally (55 per cent), 
immediately (45 per cent) and 
necessary and maintenance (43 
percent). 

The young (aged 16-24) were 
the worst spellers, strongly sug- 
gesting that standards have fall- 
en. However, the oldest group, 
aged 55-60, were act much bel- 
ter. They had more difficulty 
than the young with easy words 
such as because and complain. 

The best spellers arc in their 


Accommodation 

Occasionally 

Immediately 

Maintenance 

Necessary 


Unfortunately 

Apologise 

Receive 

Sincerely 

Allowance 


thirties and forties, many of 
whom were at primary school in 
the sixties and seventies, when 
much-criticised “trendy" teach- 
ing methods were prevalent. 

Graduates are better spellers, 
but a third of them spell occa- 
sionally wrongly and 1 1 and 12 
per cent respectively failed to 
spell sincerely and necessary 
conectty. 

Overall. 11 percent could not 
spell writing and thirteen per 
cent of 16- 24-year-olds could do 
little more than fill in their name 
and address on a form. Women 
are better spellers than men. 

Alan Wells, the agency's di- 
rector, said: "Many employers 
automatically reject applica- 
tions for jobs if people spell in- 
correctly on the application 
form and can’t use the right 
punctuation. 


,r We tend to think that edu- 
cation has been improving but 
in terms of these very basic skills 
( don’t think this is the case." 

He urged a return to old- 
fashioned “spelling-bees” and 
words learned by rote. 

Anne Barnes, general secre- 
tary of (he National Association 
for the Teaching of English, said: 
“You only learn to spell by 
reading a lot. Children are 
reading less because they watch 
so much television and have 
televisions in their bedrooms. 

“Spelling-bees may help 
some people but not most. Any 
teacher knows that you can 
prevent a child ever learning to 
spell by using the spelling ex- 
ercise approach.” 

One in four people had a 
poor grasp of punctuation- The 
use of the apostrophe was a par- 


ticular problem. This group 
also tried to punctuate pas- 
sages by “a random scattering 
of commas." 

Those with no educational 
qualifications did more than 
twice as badly' in the punctua- 
tion exercises as those with five 
or more good GCSEs. 

■Employers say the fact that 
more 16-year-olds are getting 
higher grades in maths and 
English GCSE does not mean 
that they can write intelligibly 
or are numerate enough to 
cope with work. 

A survey of 50 employers, 
carried out by the employers* or- 
ganisation, Industry in Educa- 
tion, shows that employers 
believe too many teenagers 
lack initiative, determination 
and self-disciptine. 

They want schools to con- 
centrate less on exam success 
and more on developing per- 
sonal qualities. The employers 
challenge the Prime Minister's 
view that sport promotes team- 
work. The time would be bet- 
ter spent In practical education 
about the world of work. 



Child bride ‘will 
not go into care’ 


STEVE BOGGAN 


A High Court judge yesterday 
reassured 13-year-old bride 
Sarah Cook that she would not 
be taken into care if she re- 
turned to Britain from her 
“marital" home in Turkey. 

Sir Stephen Brown, president 
of the Family Division, took the 
step a week after making Essex- 
born Sarah a ward of court. He 
said he was anxious to ensure 
the schoolgirl did not think she 
would be separated from her 
parents if his order for her 10 
return “forthwith" was obeyed. 

Sir Stephen, who conducted 
a hearing in chambers with 
Sarah’s father, Adrian, 42, and 
counsel, opened the court to the 
media to deliver a statement 
He said: “In the light of certain 
reports which have been circu- 
lated, it is necessary to say that 
these are wardship proceedings 
and not care proceedings. 

“Essex County Council has 
no intention at present to take 
Sarah into care and away from 
her parents. 

“I would wish to say that 
wardship is not a procedure 
which represents any threat or 


application which mi^ht preju- 
dice anybody. What is desired 
is to enable the court to further 
the welfare of Sarah and to en- 
sure her protection.” 

He said he hoped the “emo- 
tional climate” surrounding the 
case could be cooled, but ffiere 
was little chance of that in 
Kharamanmaras, south east- 
ern Tbrkey, where Sarah’s 1S- 
year-old “husband" Musa 
remains in custody charged 
with statutory rape. 

Sarah’s mother, Jackie, 37, 
has so far failed to persuade the 
child to return home tn the face 
ofagroundswell of national sup- 
port for her. 

Yesterday, Sarah publicly 
kiss ed the Koran as a demon- 
stration of her determination to 
stay in her chosen county “I 
love Musa, I love his family, I 
love this country, I don’t want 
to go back,” she said. 

She was cheered wherever ^ 


she went and given gifts, m- 
Mbn 


eluding two gold bracelets. The 
mayor of the town has already 
promised the couple a villa 
when Musa is finally freed. He 
faces up to five years in jafl for 
statutory rape. 
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Higher bid 
for BR 
freight was 
rejected 




CHRISTIAN WOLMAR 

Transport Correspondent 

The Government has been 
accused of favouring a US com- 
pany lo buy three of BR's 
freight concerns by rejecting a 
higher bid from a British firm. 

Wiscoasin Central, which has 
become the preferred bidder for 
the three businesses, is to pay 
£225m whiie another bid for 
£240m was rejected by the Gov- 
ernment because it was so keen 
to sell the rail businesses to Wis- 
consin. 

The Government is grateful 
to Wisconsin for having bought 
the loss-making Res mail train 
business last month - expected 
to lose £I0m this year- and was 
anxious to ensure that the US 
company won the race for the 
three profitable railfreight com- 
panies. Loadhaul. Mainline and 
Transrail. 

The announcement of the 
sale is due lo be made in two 
weeks time but it emerged ear- 
lier this month that Wisconsin 
is the preferred bidder for the 
three businesses. 

However, another bidder, a 
management buy-out team 
from Mainline Freight, one of 
the three freight companies 
which linked up with Candover. 
the City finance firm, and As- 
sociated British Forts, put in a 
bid for £240m. 

Mainline was so angered by 
the refusal of the Government 
to accept its bid that the com- 
pany considered seeking a 
judicial review, accusing the 
Government of favouring Wis- 
consin, but refrained because 
the company feared repercus- 
sions within the industry. 

Mainline’s bid was submitted 
late after the two initial pre- 
ferred bids, from Wisconsin 
and Loadhaul. another of the 
freight companies, bad been 
referred back for reconsidera- 
tion. 

A rail industry source said: 
“Mainline thought that if Wis- 
consin and Loadhaul were be- ' 
ing allowed to bid again, then 
their bid should be reconsidered 


and they resubmitted a new 

offer." 

However, despite British Rail 
wanting it to btr considered by 
the Government, ministers 
threw it out." 

In un interview to be pub- 
lished tomorrow in Rail maga- 
zine. Ed Burkhardl, the head of 
Wisconsin, admits he was not 
interested in the British Rail 
freight business until he was 
approached in 1 994 in Chicago 
by Brian Mawhinncy, the then 
Secretary of Slate for Transport. 

Mr Burkhardt says that Dr 
Mawhinncy told him: "You 
should still jump into that 
water, and he a bidder. Maybe 
vouTI gel what will turn out lo 
be a bargain." 

Dr Mawhinncy admitted to 
Mr Burkhardt that ministers 
had made mistakes in drawing 
up the privatisation scheme 
but said, according lo Mr ' 
Burkhardt, that ‘'it will all come : 
out in the price, won’t it”. 

Mr Burkhardt admits in the 
interview that considerable 
numbers of jobs arc likely to be 
losL 

Out of 8^00 employed by the 
three businesses, it is thought 
Lhat more than 3,500 jobs will 
go and Mr Burkhardl says that 
compulsory redundancies will 
be necessary. 

Labour last night said the sale 
should be slopped. Brian Wil- 
son, Labour's transport spokes- 
man, said: “AH these bids should 
be subjected to investigation by 
the Public Accounts Committee. 
These sales are politically dri- 
ven without an iota of regard to 
the taxpayers' interests." 

The sale has already been 
criticised by opponents of rail 
privatisation as wasteful 
because the Government orig- 
inally created the three rad- 
freight companies in 1994 to 
stimulate competition in the in- 
dustry, but then made it clear 
that the three would be sold 
together. 

Mr Wilson said: “Millions of 
pounds were spent on creating 
the three, companies and that 
has now been wasted.” 



Heirs and graces: Ken Matthews outside Maigam Castle. The sculpture is called 'Mother and Child' 


Photograph: Rob Stratton 


DNA may unlock aristocratic secret 


CHRIS BLACKHURST 

A man from South Wales is to 
apply lo disinler the bodies of 
members of a land-owning, 
aristocratic family to prove he 
is their rightful heir. 

Ken Matthews of Swansea is 
in discussion with Home Office 
forensic scientists about the 
best way lo exhume members of 
the Talbot Fletcher family for 
DNA fingerprinting tests, which 
he believes would show he is 
also a 1&lbot Fletcher. He is re- 
ceiving backing from his local 
MP, Donald Anderson. 

He is not motivated purely by 
a desire to claim an inheritance. 
Mr Matthews is suffering from 
a mystery illness which causes 
famting-Uiai doctors have been 
unable to diagnose. They be- 
lieve it maybe hereditary. • 

M present, members of the 
family lie at rest in their private 


Value of home 'should 
fund care in old age’ 


NICHOLAS TIMMINS 

Public Policy Editor 

The Government should initi- 
ate a new equity release scheme 
to allow the elderly to use part 
of the value of their borne to 
cover their long-term care, a 
left-of-centre think-tank said 
yesterday. 

For an average £60,000 borne, 
a couple might have to give up 
about 45 percent of its value - 
Jess if it was worth more, more 
if it was worth less -with a low- 
er percentage for single people. 

But the cash would provide 
an insurance which could guar- 
antee cover against the cost of 
long-term care. The home 
would only be sold on death and 
a guaranteed proportion of the 
home’s value would be passed 
on as an inheritance. 

The call to create Peris- par- 
tial equity release insurance 
schemes - came from the In- 
stitute of Public Policy Re- 
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search, as It warned that the 
coses of long-term care, both in 
people’s own homes and in 
residential and nursing homes, 
was set to escalate dramatical- 
ly. Even allowing for econom- 
ic growth, costs would double in 
real terms by 2031 , taking about 
5 per cent of national income, 
against 1.8 per cent now. 

The present system of means- 
tested care, which this year is ex- 
pected to see 40,000 people 
having to sell their home, is in- 
equitable, demeaning for people 
who have always been financially 
independent and discourages 
savings, the report says. 

Longer-term options include 
creating a new pay-as-you-go. 
social insurance, which would be 
expensive; building a funded so- 
cial insurance which would take 
30 years to mature: opting for 
partial cover - running collec- 
tive insurance for care costs but 
not “hotel” costs of long-term 
care; or developing private/pub- 
lic partnership schemes. 

The last of these is being ac- 
tively considered by ministers 
who have promised a White Pa- 
per on funding long-term care. 
Where individuals cover them- 
selves through insurance for a 
fixed sum of -care, the state 


would add that to the £16,000 
of assets which individuals are 
able to keep when they fall back 
on means-tested care. 

Peris could help with that, ac- 
cording to the author of the re- 
port, Ed Richards, a consultant 
with London Economics, and 
former . adviser to Gordon 
Brown, the shadow Chancellor. 

Today, about 40 per cent of 
those who retire own their own ' 
home, a figure likely to reach 65 1 
per cent in 20 years time. 

Creating Pens - something 
the financial services industry is 
unlikely to do without govern- 
ment assistance - could take ad- 
vantage of that, reducing public 
spending but without forcing in- 
dividuals u> sell their homes dur- 
ing their lifetime. 

“At the moment, it is an all- 
or-nothing situation," Mr 
Richards said. Individuals either 
bad to invest in private long- 
term care insurance during 
their working life, or take the 
risk of almost all their assets be- 
ing means-tested away. Creat- 
ing Peris would provide 
something in between. 

□ Paying for Long-Term Care : 
EPPR, 30-32 Southampton St, 
London WC2E 7RA; £9.95. 

Leading article, page 14 
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chapel at Margam Castle, their 
former home near Swansea. 
Margam was sold in the late 
1 930s but the family continues 
to own estates in East Lothian 
and north London. 

In 1900, Lady Emily Char- 
lotte Talbot was one of the 
richest women in Britain, with 
a legacy valued in those days at 
£6m. The family gave Port Tal- 
bot its name and derived part 
of its fortune from Fox Talbot, 
the photographic pioneer. 

Mr Matthews was. adopted 
and only traced his connection 
with the Fletcher Talbots when 
be began to investigate his nat- 
ural roots. He found that his real 
mother was Ivy Pinn. who 
worked at Margam Castle as a 
maid in the 1930s. 

She left in 1937 when she be- 
came pregnant with him. He 
was. eventually given up to the 
workhouse in Neath and was 

CPS and 
police link 
to boost 
efficiency 

HEATHER MILLS 

Home Affairs Correspondent 

Prosecution lawyers are to work 
with detectives in police stations 
in an attempt to improve both 
efficiency and the quality of cas- 
es brought to trial. 

Pilot schemes, to be launched 
in 12 police centres around the 
country, will test whether more 
cases get to court more speed- 
ily and with less alterations. 

But yesterday the Crown 
Prosecution Service stressed 
that working alongside police 
officers would not mean the in- 
dependence of the service was 
compromised. There remained 
a dividing line between a police 
investigation and the CPS 
lawyers giving legal advice on 
the admissibility and worth of 
the evidence. 

If successful, liaison officers 
are likely to move into all 43 po- 
lice areas. A similar move was 
suggested by Labour last year. 

Barbara Mills, the Director 
of Public Prosecutions and head 
of the CPS, said: “The aim of 
the initiative is for lawyers and 
police officers to get it right first 
time. This will help to ensure 
that the right cases go to the 
right court on the right charge 
at the right time. 

"Lawyers will be advising on 
evidence and public interest 
factors in cases, which will help 
to improve the quality and 
timeliness of files and promote 
more efficient use of re- 
sources.” 

The scheme was launched 
yesterday at Darlington police 
station. County Durham, where 
a prosecutor will staff a help 
desk throughout office hours. 

Similar projects mil follow in 
five more stations - Barnsley, 
Northampton, Shoreditch m 
east London, Bedford, and 
Leeds - and at six police ad- 
ministrative support units - 
Lincoln, South Norwood in 
south London, Watford, Gwent, 
Harbome in Birmingham and 
Thanet in Kent 
Graham Duff, director of 
CPS operations, said the new 
procedure would be useful in 
difficulties over identification, 
corroboration and hearsay ev- 
idence. It was also likely to ben- 
efit complex cases, such as child 
abuse investigations. 


Maid's son plans 
to disinter bodies 
in bid to prove 
inheritance claim 


later adopted. His birth certifi- 
cate says his father is unknown 
and records of his adoption are 
missing from the Neath court 
where they should be lodged. 

Diligent detective work en- 
abled Mr Matthews, who works 
in the personnel department of 
a car factory, to locate two 
half-sisters he never knew he 
had. They told him about his 
mother, who died in the Mid- 
lands, aged 78, in 1988. 

Gradually, the pieces came 
together. In videotaped inter- 
views, former Margam workers 
told Mr Matthews his mother 
had a 12-year affair with John 
“Jock" Theodore Thibet Fletch- 


er, the master of Margam and 
1 1th Laird of Saltoun, in Scot- 
land. and he was the result. “I 
had no suspicion at all” said Mr 
Matthews. “When 1 was told 
Jock was my father I couldn't 
believe it - 1 was looking for a 
groundsman orstablehand.” 

John Talbot Fletcher inher- 
ited Margam, its 12,000 acres 
and other estates, when he 
reached 30 in 1933. He was left 
them by his great aunt. Lady 
Emily, who specified in her 
will that when he died, the 
legacy should go to his eldest 
son. But Mr Talbot Fletcher had 
no legitimate children, Ftrhaps 
significantly, his marriage .was 
annulled within days of Mr 
Matthew’s birth in 1937. 

Before Mr Thlbot Fletcher 
died last April, aged 91, he was 
visited by Mr Matthews in Ep- 
ping, Essex, near the family’s 
Cropped Hall estate. He was 


pleasant recalled Mr Matthews, 
until Ivy’s name was mentioned. 
Then the conversation was 
abruptly ended. 

Mr Matthews then wrote to 
Mr Talbot Fletcher requesting 
be take a DNA test He received 
a terse response from Mr Thi- 
bet Fletcher’s Cambridge so- 
licitors. Mills and Reeve, saying: 
“It is totally wrong and inap- 
propriate to trouble a man of his 
age with such matters." 

Mr Anderson, said: “As a 
lawyer I'm always pretty scep- 
tical about these stories but 
there is very strong circum- 
stantial evidence. The record- 
ings with the old retainers 
confirm it was common knowl- 
edge the master of the house 
was having an affair with the 
maid." But Francis Durrant, of 
Mills and Reeve, said: "There 
isn’t a claim as far as we arc con- 
cerned.” 


news 

Inmate 

‘raped’ 

prison 

visitor 


Prison staff watched helplessly 
as a convict held his visitor at 
razor point and raped her, the 
Old Bailey was told yesterday. 

When officers finally rushe'd 
into the room the pair were us- 
ing for a specially arranged vis- 
it. he slashed her throat four 
times exposing her larynx, the 
prosecution said. 

Nicholas Fryers, 28, had a 
two-hour supervised visit with 
the woman at Wormwood 
Scrubs. When a prison officer 
warned them lime was up. Fry- 
ers rose and said he wanted to 
embrace the woman. “It was a 
cold and cynical exercise lo get 
her close enough to attack her,“ 
Stephen Smyth, for the prose- 
cution, said. 

Fryers spun the woman 
round, bolding a razor blade at 
her neck. He shouted for the 
door Lo be locked and the pro- 
bation officer was taken outside 
leaving the pair alone. Fryers 
shouted several demands and 
kicked a chair lo the door. 

“A number of prison officers 
were looking in through the win- 
dows wondering what to do,” 
Mr Smyth said. 

The woman was instructed to 
lie on the floor and take her 
knickers off. She thought she 
was going to be killed and did 
what she was told. “As she lay 
on her side, be raped her, keep- 
ing the blade by her neck to 
enforce his demands.” 

Mr Smyth said that in normal 
circumstances where a man 
was armed, prison officers 
would have thought the rea- 
sonable thing to do was to talk 
the prisoner round. But they 
were faced with a rape. 

A deputy governor arrived 
and it was agreed the incident 
had to be stopped. The door was 
unlocked and officers rushed 
into the room. “But before 
they reached him he did what 
he had threatened and cut her 
throat - fortunately missing 
the jugular vein." 

The woman received three 
cuts to the front of her neck and 
one at the back, which was 
sewn up by the prison doctor. 

When interviewed later. Fry- 
ers allegedly said: “1 admit I had 
sex, but I asked her first," sug- 
gesting she consented, said Mr 
Smyth. Fryers has denied rape 
and wounding. 

The trial continues. _ _ 
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T tike off with The Inde- 
pendents Ry Now Pay Lat- 
er offer and you could be 
taking a safari in Kenya, div- 
ing off the Great Barrier 
Reef in Australia or skiiing in 
the Swiss Alps. 

We’ve teamed up with Co- 
op Travel care, one of the top 
travel agency chains in the 
UK, so that readers of The 
Independent can get up to 
£2,500 Interest Free Credit 
on holidays and flights 
booked through our special 
service. So now you can take 
off when you feel the incli- 
nation - without paying every- 
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would save £328. 
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el can be taken anytime 
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Now Pay Later Easy Payment 
Plan, you need to collect 
eight differently numbered to- 
kens and keep them safe un- 
til you are ready to make your 
booking. Today we are print- 
ing Token 9. 

festerday we gave you full 
details on how you can book 
your holiday with the Fly Now 


Pay Later Easy Payment 
Plan. If you would tike de- 
tails of the Easy Payment Plan 
simply call The Indepen- 
dent /Fly Now Pay Later 
helpline on this number: 

0161 827 1044 

Terms and conditions are 
as previously published. 


Token 9 

^INDEPENDENT 


Fly Now Pay Never! 


£25,000 of flights and holidays to be won 

T oday you could win a beautiful beaches, palm- Question: ing your answer, name ad- 

seven day holiday for two, fringed coves, tropical In Which ocean do dress and telenhnn* m 


T oday you could win a 
seven day holiday for two, 
including flights and ac- 
commodation, to Mahe in 
the Seychelles. Mahe, one 
of the 115 islands in the Sey- 
chelles archipelagD, is the ul- 
timate island of paradise. It 
promises a combination of 


beautiful beaches, palm- 
fringed coves, tropical 
forests and tumbling wa- 
terfalls. 

To enter our competition all 
you need to do is answer the 
Ibilowingquestion and call the 
Ry Now Ray Never competi- 
tion line on 0891 161 985. 


Question: 

In which ocean do 
the Seychelles lie? 

Calls cost 39p per minute 
cheap rate, 49p per minute 
at all other times. Lines dose 
at midnight tonight Postal 
entry can be made by send- 


ing your answer, name, ad- 
dress and telephone number 
to: The Independent/Ffy Now 
Pay Never Day 9, po Box 

7298, London E14 9EG by no 
later than 1 February 1996. 
The winner will be picked at 
random after entry closes, 
from all correct entrants. 
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EMU in crisis: Tory ministers hope high-level rethink will prepare ground for public debate on postponing 

UK fights for single currency review 


SARAH HELM 

Brussels 

The British government is en- 
gaged m a diplomatic offensive 
to force a review of plans for a 
European single currency, pos- 
sibly at the next EU summit in 
March. 

The strategy explains the 
forecast by a senior gcwernment 


European Monetary Union by 
1999 could collapse *Vithin 
weeks". The comments were re- 
peated publicly, in scarcely less 
forceful terms, by the Foreign 
Secretary, Malcolm Rifkind, at 
a press conference during a 
meeting of EU foreign ministers 
in Brussels yesterday. 


Ministers hope such a review 
would prepare the ground for 
the first public debate about a 
possible postponement of the 
1999 launch date. Foreign Of- 
fice lawyers have advised them 
that a postponement would not 
necessarily involve rewriting 
the Maastricht Treaty, as the 
European Commission claims. 
But if the majority decided that 
the treaty did need to be rewrit- 
ten, “it could be done in five 
minutes", said one senior offi- 
cial yesterday. "The real issue 
now is making the political de- 
cision about postponement," 
said another British source. 

The Government, which has 
a vested domestic political in- 
terest in EMU postponement. 


does not wish to be seen to be 
dictating to itsEU partners. Nor 
is ft tabling formal proposals for 
a special summit The review 
could even take place at another 
EU meeting already scheduled 
for this year, officials stud. 
However, ministers believe that 
given the mounting uncertain- 
ty over EMU, such a review 
should be held as soon as pos- 
sible and preferably at the lev- 
el of heads of government. 

There were strong indications 
yesterday that Britain would like 
its EU partners to put the re- 
view on the agenda of the next 
summit, to be held in Turin in 
March, to launch the inter- 
governmental conference on 
reform of EU institutions. 


French and German, leaders 
continued to rebut British scep- 
ticism about monetary union, 
showing signs of anger and ir- 
ritation at what many see as 
British attempts to undermine 
the project Werner Hoyer, the 
deputy German foreign minis- 
ter, warned against “talking 
monetary union into the 
ground”. Hctyi£ de Cbarette, the 
French foreign minister, said 
France would mate every effort 
to be ready to join the single cur- 
rency in January 1999. 

The EU Monetary Affairs 
Commissioner, Yves-Thibault 
de Silguy, insisted once again 
yesterday that most member 
states would be ready for mon- 
etary union by next year - the 
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jority of EU states will be ready 
at the end of 1997,” Mr de Sfl- 
guy said in an inteiview with the 
French newspaper Le Figaro. 

He added that to fail, forcing a 
renegotiation of the Maastricht 
treaty on European unity and 

damaging progress toward a — . , _ 

single European market, would discussion of the future of Uie 
be “a catastrophic scenario that 
1 do not dare even to imagme n . 

But Mr Rifkind, in his tele- 
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British brave minefield to recover their dead 


CHRISTOPHER BELLAMY 

Tuzla 

British troops yesterday carved 
a path through a minefield to 
recover the bodies of three 
British soldiers killed when 
their Spartan armoured troop 
carrier was blown up bya mine 
in Central Bosnia on Sunday. 

The dead soldiers were 
named as Lieutenant Richard 
Madden, 25, single, from Som- 
erset, Ttooper Andrew Oving- 
ton, 25, married, from Feterlee 
and Hooper John Kelly, 21, sin- 
gle, from Sunderland. They 
were from the Light Dragoons, 
an armoured reconnaissance 
regiment for the British 4th ar- 
moured brigade, at Sipovo. 

The Spartan was leading a 
patrol of two vehides in the des- 
olate area known as the Anvil, 
which the British are securing 
before it is handed back to the 
Bosnian Serbs under the Day- 
ton peace agreement 

At 2.10 pm, local time the 
Spartan hit a mine 20 kirns west 
or Mrkonjtc Grad. It was not 
possible to reach the destroyed 
vehicle over the rough roads un- 
til dark. The army postponed 
further attempts until yester- 
day morning. It took all day to 
immobilise other mines and 
dear a way to the bodies. 

The Spartan is a light, 
tracked armoured vehicle able 
to carry a command team of 
four people as well as its crew 
of three. Hie anti-tank mines 
used in Bosnia are designed to 
destroy much heavier, main 
battle tanks, and contain about 
5 kg? of high explosive. 

The centre of Tuzla, the 
Muslim dry in Northern Bosnia, 
was brought to a standstill yes- 
terday when 1,000 refugees 
from the former mustim enclave 
of Srebrenica blockaded the of- 
fices of the Red Cross and the 
UN High Commissioner for 
Refugees. The protesters, who 
damaged several cars, were de- 
manding action to investigate 
the disappearance of 10,000 
people from Srebrenica and 
the existence of prison camps 
in the Serb-controlled sector of 
Bosnia. It is assumed that the 
missing people -mainly men of 
military age - were killed and 
buried in mass graves in the 
Serb-controlled area after the 
town fell to the Serbs in July. 
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The “solidarity surcharge 
is to be trimmed in the middle 
of next year, creating a gapot 
some DM4bn l*1.8bn). The 
government is also reported to 
be considering tax cuts amount- 
ing to DM34bn. Not all lost rev- 
enue will be balanced by less 
expenditure. Though severe 
cuts in welfare are scheduled, 
these will save only DM32bn. 

Theo Waigel, the finance 
minister, proclaimed at the 
weekend that increasing gov- 
ernment debts to pay for the 
revenue shortfall was “out of the 
question", but this pledge may 
turn out to be as durable as the 
promise to keep the “solidari- 
ty surcharge" intact. Placed with 
soaring unemployment and eco- 
nomic stagnation, Mr Kohl may 
have to admit that Germany wiD 
not be able to escape recession 
in the confines imposed by 
Maastricht 

Although the Chancellor re- 
fuses to accept that monetary 
union might have to be post- 
poned beyond 1999, he ap- 
pears to be increasingly isolated. 
Der Spiegel reported this week- 
end that two cabinet ministers 
and some of his closest advis- 
ers were secretly seeking away 
out of the “Maastricht trap”. 

The Free Democrats in Mr 
Kohl’s government have been 
sniping at the “solidarity sur- 
charge”, with their leaders 
threatening to turn the levy into 
a resignation issue, at the ex- 
pense of the Kohl government 
Now the Free Democrats 
will be able to proclaim a tri- 
umph, putting them in a strong 
position for three crucial Land 
elections in March. That should 
ensure the government’s sur- 
vival, but ft might be at the price 
of abandoning monetary union 

Victims: Trooper John Kelly, 21, single from Sunderland Trooper Andrew Ovington, 25, married, from Peterlec Lieetenant Richard Madden. 25. single, from Somerset I by 1999. 



A big white baaaer pro- 
claimed "200 dana od Srebreni- 
ca ” (200 days since Srebrenica). 
Most of the demonstrators were 
women but they were joined by 
men in uniform who bad sur- 
vived the 50-mile march from 
Srebrenica in July, harried by 
the Bosnian Serbs. 


“My man is dead and the Red 
Cross is doing nothing” 
screamed one woman. Dozens 
clustered in the courtyard out- 
side the Red Cross building 
screaming the names of prison 
camps they said were still in op- 
eration. Between 15,000 and 
20,000 refugees from the Sre- 


brenica area are accommodat- 
ed in the Tuzla region, and vir- 
tually every one lost a family 
member when the town fell. 

“We want our children, our 
brothers," screamed another 
woman. “Our life here is very 
difficult but we don’t care. We 
want to find them, or to 


know what happened to them.” 

The investigation of alleged 
mass graves is the responsibil- 
ity of me tribunal for war crimes 

in the former Yugoslavia, which 
will begin its enquiries al the 
start of next month, after reports 
of up to 200 mass grave sites 
around the country. 


Grisly harvest of war’s hidden killers 


“See it? There - a wire, across 
the stream. That’s a Jive one.” 
For a moment, 1 could not 

Then 1 caught the glint of the 
fine wire, almost invisible 
against the fast-running water, 
and, on the far side, the anti- 
personnel mine, hidden among 
the white, frosted vegetation on 
the river bank. Anybody stum- 
bling over the wire as they at- 
tempted to cross the stream 
would set off the mine, blasting 
lethal fragments in all directions 
at leg or waist height. 

Colonel Viktor Rusanov is 
head of the engineers for the 
Russian brigade based north of 
Tuzla. He estimated there were 
up to 6 million mines in Bosnia. 
Back in 1993, 1 had heard 3 mil- 
lion. One of the reasons why the 
front lines remained so static for 
so long was the combination of 


Christopher Bellamy witnesses the struggle faced by troops 
trying to free Bosnia from a deadly legacy of 6 million mines 


steep natural obstacles and 
mines. Without the resources of 
a first-rate army, it was impos- 
sible to break the deadlock 
without heavy casualties, which 
none of the warring factions 
could afford. 

The death of three British 
soldiers on Sunday when their 
armoured vehicle ran over an 
anti-tank mine has reminded 
everyone that after the state of 
the roads, mines are (he biggest 
problem. It is one that will be- 
come worse as people try to 
start cultivating the land again. 

During the fighting, people 
were kept away from areas 
near the front line, but as they 
return, they will stumble on the 


deadly legacy of the war. “We 
lifted six mines yesterday,” said 
Col Rusanov, who had lifted 
three himself. 

“There are at least 15 mine- 
fields in this small area alone, 
rvc ordered my men to stop try- 
ing to defuse mines this morn- 
ing, as the fuses will be frozen. 
Ice on the detonator makes 
things more difficult, but we ex- 
pect a thaw tomorrow." 

In a neighbouring field, two 
Russian soldiers had finished 
putting up a white tape with yel- 
low tabs - their standard mark- 
er for a minefield. “There. The 
Christmas decorations are com- 
plete,” joked one of the soldiers, 
who had been combing the 


ground with a metal detector. 
Wc followed a muddy path 
across the field very carefully. 
Nobody was going to step off it, 
until we readied a small build- 
ing. Col Rusanov showed us a 
map of the immediate area, 
which had been near the front 
line between Serbs and Bosn- 
ian Muslims, north of Tuzla. It 
was covered with dozens of 
marks indicating minefields. 

“All anti-personnel, in this 
area,” said Col Rusanov. 
“There were some anti-tank 
mines on the road, but the 
Americans lifted them.” 

The main road to Bijeljina, 
which passes two of the Russ- 
ian bases, was now clear of 


mines, but other roads in the 
area were still risky. A few days 
earlier the Bosnian Serb police 
had told a colleague a minor 
road across the zone of sepa- 
ration was clear, but on reach- 
ing the former front line, local 
people started shouting 
“mines". He reversed careful- 
ly, driving in his tracks. 

The British vehidc that stum- 
bled on an anti-tank mine west 
of Mrkonjic Grad was not so 
lucky, but they are normally less 
dangerous than the far more nu- 
merous anti-personnel mines, 
which have killed and maimed 
far more people round the 
world than nuclear, chemical or 
biological weapons, fn Bosnia, 
clearing them at a rate of six a 
day here, six a day there, it will 
take a long time to dispose of 
6 million. 


EU holds back recognition of Belgrade 


TONY BARBER 

Europe Editor 

Yugoslavia, the rump state com- 
prising Serbia and Montenegro, 
said yesterday that it planned to 
normalise relations with the 
Former Yugoslav Republic of 
Macedonia, but the European 
UniOQ said this did not go far 
enough to merit frill EU diplo- 
matic recognition of Belgrade. 
“We have decided to wait until 
we can be sure of the situation,” 
Germany’s foreign minister, 
fQaus Kinkei, said in Brussels. 

He added that the US Sec- 
retaiy of Stale, ’SVhiren Christo- 
pher, had sent him a message 
underlining the US view that 


formal EU recognition of rump 
Yugoslavia would be premature. 
The US wants to make sure that 
Yugoslavia does not return as 
a full member of the interna- 
tional community until, among 
other things, it has improved its 
treatment of the ethnic Alban- 
ian majority in the southern 
province of Kosovo. 

A statement issued in Bel- 
grade said that the Yugoslav 
government had approved a 
draft treaty recognising Mace- 
donia, and that the two coun- 
tries would sign the agreement 
at a later date. If this were to 
happen, it would be a significant 
step to calming tensions in the 
southern Balkans, where West- 


ern governments have long 
feared the outbreak of a war in- 
volving as many as six countries. 

However, in Ibe EU's eyes, 
Belgrade's statement left im- 
portant questions unanswered 
about the nature of the agree- 
ment with Macedonia, one of six 
republics that made up the for- 
mer Communist Yugoslav fed- 
eration. In the first place, it 
referred to Macedonia only by 
its capital, Skopje, indicating 
that the two countries have not 
yet agreed by what name Yu- 
goslavia's southern neighbour 
should be recognised. 

Greece, a close ally of Yu* 
gas 1 avia, opposes the use of the 
name Macedonia on the 


grounds that this indicates a ter- 
ritorial claim by the Skopje 
government on the northern 
Greek province of Macedonia, 

The Yugoslav statement also 
failed to mention a continuing 
dispute over inheritance rights 
to the assets of former Com- 
munist Yugoslavia. The Mace- 
donian authorities indicated 
yesterday that this issue re- 
mained unresolved and an ob- 
stacle to mutual recognition. 

Lastly, it may he significant 
that the Yugoslav statement 
referred only fo a "draft treaty" 
being approved by Belgrade. 
This suggests that Serbia's Pres- 
ident, Slobodan Milosevic, the 
mosl powerful Yugoslav leader. 



is leaving himself the option of 
revising certain aspects of the 
agreement with Macedonia. 

The EU and the US have 
consistently pressed Mr Milo- 
sevic to extend diplomatic 
recognition to Bosnia, Croatia 
and Macedonia, as this would 
indicate that he had formally 
given up hope of annexing parts 
of those three states to rump 
Yugoslavia. The 1991-95 wars in 
Bosnia and Croatia were 
sparked partly by the Serb am- 
bition of creating a Greater Ser- 
bian state, while Mr Milosevic’s 
long delay in recognising 
Macedonia has raised doubts 
over his intentions towards that 
country. 
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SA massacre 
revives spectre 
of ‘third force’ 


ROBERT BLOCK 

Johannesburg 

A massacre of job-sL-ckcrs in Jo- 
hannesburg yesterday has raised 
fears that a “third force" is attain 
sinking hiack-nn-hlack violence 
in South Africa in order to un- 
dermine the government of 
President Nelson Mandela. 

Al least eight men were killed 
and 24 wounded when uniden- 
tified gunmen opened fire on 
5.0UO people waiting for the 
chance of a job outside the NF 
Die Casting factory in an in- 
dustrial park at A] rode, south- 
ern Johannesburg. 

According to” the ruling 
A/ricao National Congress, the 
attack bore the hallmark of 
“third force" activities that 
plagued greater Johannesburg 
in the run-up in the historic 1994 
elections. The third force was 
the name given to a shadowy al- 
liance between right-wing ele- 
ments in the security forces 
and the conservative Zulu- 
based political party, Inkatha. 

Security guards and surviv ors 
interviewed at the plant and a 
local hospital said the trouble 
started at around 3am, when a 
group of eight men tried to 


jump the huge queue that had 
formed outside the plant the 
night before. When the men 
were told to join the back of the 
line, they pulled out AK-47 as- 
sault rifles and 9mm automat- 
ic weapons and started shooting 
into the crowd without warning. 

The gunmen then fled on 
loot. Some of the victims, bleed- 
ing From bullet wounds, stag- 
gered more than half u mile 
from the scene of the anack be- 
fore collapsing. Both attackers 
and victims were black. Hours 
after the incident, pools of 
blood, discarded shoes and 
spent bullet casings were all the 
evidence left of the slaughter. 

One wounded man at the Na- 
(alspruit hospital, who was too 
frightened to give his name, 
claimed that he was the first per- 
son shot by the gunmen. He said 
that when the men first ap- 
proached the queue, he had the 
impression that they were look- 
ing to stan trouble rather than 
find work. “1 don’t know why 
anybody would want to shoot 
honest men trying to support 
their families," said the man. 
who was wounded in the leg. 

Since the election, most 
ANC-lnkatha violence has been 


limited (u KwaZulu-Natal, 
wiicre the two parties arc in- 
volved in a bloody war for con- 
trol of the province. There is 
evidence that the violence there 
is heing fomented by outside 
right-wing elements. 

Other than "third force” ac- 
tivities. several alternative mo- 
tives for the attack have been 
offered, including tensions be- 
tween two rival unions at the 
plant and the intense competi- 
tion for jobs. 

Although South Africa's 
economy is booming, unem- 
ployment remains very high, 
particularly among the black 
majority. Rumours of 200 new 
jobs al the plant caused thou- 
sands of men from the nearby 
East Rand townships of 
Thokoza. Kalhlchong and 
Vbsloorus to descend on the in- 
dustrial estate 13 hours before 
the gates opened. 

Police haw sn far suggested 
no motive for the incident but 
have announced that they in- 
tend to establish a witness pro- 
tection programme for 
survivors - a move which sug- 
gests that the attack was more 
than a violent outburst by an- 
gry unemployed men. 



State of shock: A survivor of the massacre at the Alrode industrial park waits his turn as police begin interviewing witnesses Photograph: AP 


Gulf states’ dispute intensified by ‘Zionist’ TV jibe 


MICHAEL SHERIDAN 

Diplomatic Editor 

A long-running dispute be- 
tween the small Gulf states of 
Bahrain and Qatar has taken an 
unprecedented turn after 
Qatar's slate television broad- 
cast interviews with radical 
Islamic opponents of the 
Bahraini ruling dynasty. 

Such a move is unheard of 
among monarchies of the Gulf, 
who normally overcome dis- 
agreements to co-operate in the 
suppression of religious dis- 
sent. Bahrain and Qatar are 
members of the Gulf Co-oper- 
ation Council, which exists to 
preserve the status quo. 

The rulers of Bahrain and 
Qatar have long been at odds 
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over the ownership of the 
Hawar islands, small islets be- 
tween their territories thought 
to be rich in resources. Bahrain 
has very little oil, while Qatar 
possesses enormous reserves 


of natural gas. A few Ruritan- 
ian skirmishes have taken place 
over the years to little conse- 
quence. Bui civil disorder in 
Bahrain and dynastic upheaval 
in Qatar mean that the latest 
conflict is drawing close atten- 
tion from Saudi Arabia and 
from Western powers who base 
air and naval forces in the area. 

There has been serious unrest 
among the Shia Muslim ma- 
jority population of Bahrain, a 
small archipelago of 600.000 
people off the coast of Saudi 
Arabia. The government said at 
least 550 suspects had been 
rounded up recently after riots 
and explosions in luxury hotels 
around the capital, Manama. 

The leaders of Bahrain's 
Shias attack the ruling al-Khal- 


ifa family, members of the dom- 
inant S unni strand in Islam. The 
opposition strongly denies 
claims by the government that 
Iran, the only Shia power in the 
region, is behind the trouble. 

Last year the B ahraini au- 
thorities exiled several Shia 
clergymen to London, including 
a charismatic preacher trained 
in Iran, Sbeikh Ali Salman, 
who addressed public meet- 
ings to denounce the activities 
of Ian Henderson, a British vet- 
eran who runs Bahrain's secu- 
rity services. 

Tb general astonishment in 
the Gulf, Sheikh Salman next 
appeared on Qatari television, 
whose broadcasts from the cap 
ital, Doha, can be seen m 
Bahrain, on 13 January. He was 


interviewed sympathetically on 
a discussion programme with Dr 
Mansur aJ-Jamri, a member of 
a prominent family opposed to 
the aJ-Khalifas. The programme 
was hardly inflammatory, but 
Sbeikh Salman said those who 
tried to link Is lami c activists to 
terrorism - as the B ahrain? 
government does - were agents 
of “the internationalist Zionist 
movement”. In a direct mesage 
to the Bahraini regime, the 
sheikh added that “dialogue be- 
tween the religious movement 
and Arab governments and in- 
tellectuals is the only way out for 
the Islamic world from any fu- 
ture bloodbath". . 

Although Sheikh Salman and 
Dr al-Jamri were careful to 
stress their commitment to di- 


alogue, the veiy fact that the 
programme was broadcast sig- 
nified that relations between 
Qatar and Bahrain had virtually 
broken down. 

Qatar has lurched between 
declarations of amity and 
provocative behaviour ever 
since its ruler, “the beloved 
Emir His Highness Sheikh 
Hamad Bin Khalifah al-Thani", 
overthrew his father in an ap 
patently bloodless coup last 
year. The former Emir was in- 
specting the family bank de- 
posits in Geneva when he was 
deposed and is believed to have 
transferred much of the cash to 
his own account. No doubt ag- 
ile princely minds in the Arabian 
peninsula are focusing on the 
prospect of his return to Doha. 


Pro-reform strike 
in Swaziland eases 


Mbabane (AP) — Shops re- 
opened and factories resumed 
operations yesterday as a week- 
long national strike for demo- 
cratic reforms in Swaziland 
eased. 

Rural sugar and timber plan- 
tations remained at a standstill, 
but the main towns of Mbabane 
and Manzini teemed with peo- 
ple. A beany police and military 
presence helped public trans- 
port to resume. 

The strike shut down the 
nation of 1 million people, 
which is sandwiched between 
South Africa and Mozambique, 
for a week. King Mswati HI 
called for people to return to 
work and accused the strikers 


of seeking to topple the monar- 
chy. A growing pro-democracy 
movement wants the nation to 
adopt a constitution that le- 
galises political parties and 
makes the king a constitution- 
al monarch with no governing 
powera The king indicated that 
talks on the po&tical situation 
were possible, but has refused 
to concede any guarantees 
sought by the strike organisers. 

“I think people have heeded 
the dictator," said Richard Nx- 
umalo. president of the Swazi- 
land Federation of Trade 
Unions and one of three labour 
leaders arrested last week and 
later released. "But the strike 
is not over." 
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From just £30 lor o lull 12 months' cover, no one 
offers you more security on the rood then the RAC: 

■ RAC Rescue covers you, not your car. So now 
you can call on us whenever you need fast 
roadside assistance, even when you're simply 
a passenger in someone else's car. 

H Roadside Rescue. In more than 8 out of 10 
cases, our patrols can fix cars on the spot. 
Otherwise, they'll tow you to □ nearby garage, 
free of charge. 

M Accident Service. A replacement cor, free legal 
advice, plus we'll deal with your insurers. 


PHONE FREE TODAY ON 

0800 029 029 

OR INTERNET 
http://www.rac.co.uk / 


■ Theft and Vandalism Cover. If your air's stolen 
or can't be driven because of vandalism, we'll 
remove H to a nearby garage or secure area. 

■ Battery Assist. A new battery on the spot. 

Whatever service you use, callouts and our labour 
are free - you only poy lor ports. 

You can also lailor your cover to meel your needs, 
with the option to lake out Joint and Family Cover or 
add our 'At Home' service. 

Don't wait until you break down. Find out how to join 
the RAC today. 
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Right wing prolongs Italy’s political agony 

SSSdSU'*- 1,1 


ANDREW GUMBEL 

Rome 


After nearly a month of seem- 
ingly intractable governmental 
crisis, Italy’s political parties to- 

M their third, and what 
their last, round of 
consultations with President 
Oscar Luigi Scaiforo, who has 
promised that by Thursday t he 
crisis will be resolved. The aim 



the outgoing 
first handed ' 

last month 

ready temporary mandate. With 
no clear majority of any {find in 
parliament, and little prospect 
of improvement If elections 
were to be held under the pre- 
sent voting system, Italy has, in 
effect, turned into a govern- 
ment-free zone. 

Political leaders., conscious of 


to change the political face of take Italy at least through its EU 
Italy under such high-pressure presidency, but again Mr Fini 
conditions. And yet there has vetoed the plan, saying that only 
been morfc to this crisis than the sweeping constitutional change 


of the talks is to ny to ward off the embarrassment they are 
an immediate dissolution of causing as Italy begins its six- 
pa riian rant with a cross-party month term as president of the 
programme for electoral and European Union, have been ay- 
constitutional reform. ing to address several problems 

The countiy has been at a at once: the need for anew gov- 
standstiU since Lamberto Dini, eminent, the need for a new 


chronic instability of the Italian 
system. One man has proved the 
stumbling-block to a solution at 
eveiy turn - the leader of the 
reformed neo-fascist National 
Alliance, Gianfranco Fini. 

When the crisis began, the 
rest of the political establish- 
ment was happy to give Mr Dim 


would be an acceptable alter- 
native to early elections. 

A panel of cross-party con- 
stitutional experts set to work 
and came up with a new two- 
round electoral system to re- 
duce the number of parties in 
parliament, a stronger man- 
date for the prime minister to 


the minority view, saying he staked a daim to the leadership 

zrs&rttfSK saiffiSKSg 

leader who would be only loose- would have most to gain m>m 
ly accountable to parliament a snap general election. 

In some ways the young, am- But the nature of Mr rtm s 
bilious Mr Fini has played his proposals has producedsfevers 
cards smartly, using his pivotal of alarm, since hisjroncept ox 
role within the conservative pnxidendatismo seems danger- 
coaiition headed by Silvio ously close to the authontan- 
Beriusconi to swing the politi- anism of Mussolini, once 


described by Mr Fini as Italy’s 
^Mr Fini’s closest constitu 

SSSSSST^ 

minister free of_parhamentaiy 


Mr Berlusconi who 
it was MT_ tlV th .*n 


mm 


n uie pui.uw.—- - - . 

. „ f rtT «»c with him tor tw- 
ins iOTCeS ..lartmifK. 


Iiaisier uts. wt . ; 

constraint would be essential' 


jnsiruun 11 

iy illiberal The CCD, a smah 
Christian Democrat Pfj? 1 

toMrBerluscomafldMrFtm, 

has threatened to withdraw its 
support unless the measure is 
dropped from the agenda. 

Even Mr Berlusconi was yes- 
terday distancing himself and 
trying to reassert his own au- 
thority within conservative 


5S*rtW 

neo-fascist ideolOS'- „ 
J! MrBnEssni mi^thavc 

fcnkensfein", as one cartoon's! 
called Mr Fini. 


India’s 

graft 

scandal 

spreads 


hm McGirk 

New Delhi 


India's spreading corruption 
scandal has engulfed another 
victim. SR Bommai, president 
of the left-wing Janata Dal par- 
ty, was forced to resign yester- 


day after his name appeared in 
iaiisi' 


an Indian industrialist's diary’ 
that listed pay-offs made to 
dozens of top politicians. 

Narasimha Rao, the Prime 
Minister, is accused of receiv- 
ing £550,000 from the Jain in- 
dustrialist family, and the 
opposition is demanding that he 
should resign. Mr Rao is alleged 
to have received the sum 
through a shady holy man and 
power broker, Chandra Swamy. 
So far, the explosive contents of 
the Jain diaries have led to the 
resignation of the main oppo- 
sition party president, Lai Kr- 
ishna Advani of the Bharatiya 
Janata Party' (BJP). and three 
cabinet ministers from the rul- 
ing Congress party. 

With general elections only 
three months away, the Janata 
Dal hastily replaced Mr Bom- 
mai with Bihar stale's populist 
chief minister, Laloo Prasad Ya- 
dav. The Janata Dal is the 


largest party within the left-wing 
nal Fr< 


National Front, a mosaic of re- 
gional alliances and parties rep- 
resenting the country's 120 
million Muslims as we lias Hin- 
dus on the lower rungs of the 
caste hierarchy. 

Mr Yadav comes from Bihar’s 
large but lowly cow-herding 
caste, and since taking office as 
chief minister be has been 
threatening to turn Patna’s ex- 
clusive golf course into a school 
for dairymen. He also enraged 
upper-caste Brahmins by paving 
the way for a few Untouchables 
to become Hindu priests. 

No single party may win 
enough votes in April to form 
a new government. The Con- 
gress party has slipped so bad- 
ly that, according to a secret 
opinion poll carried out by the 
police Intelligence Bureau, it 
will come third behind the BJP 
and the National Front. 


Peking propaganda: People's Army singalong will be part of attempt to reassure colony 
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Spot on: Chinese troops who will garrison Hong Kong retrieve targets at a propaganda display in neighbouring Shenzhen Photograph: Reuters 


We love you, Chinese troops tell Hong Kong 


TERESA POOLE 

Peking 


It should have been the plum 


posting for any ambitious Peo- 
's Liberation 


pie's Liberation Army soldier. 

If yesterday’s pledges from 
Peking are to be believed, how- 
ever. the thousands of mainland 
soldiers destined to be gar- 
risoned in Hong Kong after 30 
June 1997 are in for a hard slog. 

They can look forward to 
planting trees, dredging rivers, 
studying “life" in the colony, 
holding singalong sessions to 
proclaim: “1 love you, Hong 


Kong" -and doing an awful lot 
of reading. 

After they arrive, they wiD not 
be allowed off base except on 
official duties “and in an or- 
ganised manner". And, lest 
Hong Kong is concerned about 
the appearance of the mainland 
troops heading their way, they 
are all well-groomed, and tall by 
Chinese standards: the male sol- 
diers will all be over 5ft 5 in and 
the women at least 5ft 3in, ac- 
cording to the official Xinhua 
news agency. 

Such is the sensitivity of a 
PJLA garrison being stationed in 


Hong Kong after sovereignty re- 
verts to China next year that the 
mainland propaganda machine 
has gone into overdrive in an at- 
tempt to reassure the popula- 
tion. Yesterday, in the Shenzhen 
Special Economic Zone bor- 
dering the colooy, the soldiers 
pul on a flawless display for 
members of the Sino-Hong 
Kong Preparatory Committee, 
the mainland-appointed body 
that will oversee China’s prepa- 
rations for 1997. 

It showed just the sort of 
things to put Hong Kong peo- 
ple's minds at rest: stunningly 


co-ordinated crack marksmen 
shooting the heads off targets, 
athletic, aggressive troops 
storming buildings, tanks being 
blown up and so on. 

The image presented by the 
Peking-controlled newspapers 
in the colony was rather more 
benign. Ta Kung Pao newspaper 
said top of the list of songs 
adored by the soldiers was “I 
love you Hong Kong". 

Xinhua also emphasised that 
ail the hand-picked soldiers 
have at least senior middle 
school education, and that most 
speak English or Cantonese as 


well as Mandarin Chinese. Dur- 
ing training in Shenzhen, they 
have been studying the “laws, 
life and social customs" of their 
future home. “Reading has be- 
come an important part of our 
daily life " one soldier told Chi- 
na Daily. 

Another promised reporters: 
“We won’t go to saloons, we 
won't go to bars, we won't go to 
karaoke parlours.” They might 
not be able to afford the night 
life in any case: one Pekfog-run 
daily said an army commander 
in Hong Kong would be paid 
less than £100 a month. 


IN BRIEF 


Okinawa rape victim ‘used M» a P*®®! 


^SSScSs^sagE- 

edition said the rape was of unprecedented vioousn hand- 
foriheternis to tewitb forced labour. The yenhet wdl be hand 
ed down on 7 March by a three-judge panel. 


called for 10 years’ 


UN set for Iraqi oil-for-food talks 

New York — Thlks between the United Nations and Iraq on an 
oil-for-food scheme will begin in New York on 6 FebruaryUb, 
spokeswoman Sytvania Foa said. This followed Iraq sageemem 
ot 19 January to begin negotiations about a plan to penait 
sell S2bn (£133bn) worth of ofl over six months to buy badly need- 
ed food, medicine and other humanitarian supplies. Meanwhile 
President Saddam Hussein insisted that there was no truth m some 
media reports that he has cancer. “Had we not been m winter I 
would have crossed the Tigris river back and forth swimming as 
I have done several times," he said Renter 


US jet fighter crashes on houses 

Nashville — An F-14 fighter plane crashed into a residential 
Nashville neighbourhood, setting several bouses on fire. A fire 
official said he feared the pilot had been killed and a local TV 
station said the pilot and three civilians were dead. There was 
no official toll Renter 


35,000 await trial In Nigeria's prisons 

Lagos — An average of 10 inmates are dying each week in two 
of Lagos’ main prisoas, many of them from malnutrition, the Con- 
cord . an independent newspaper reported This came after the 
government's acknowledgement on Friday that 35,000 people arc 
awaiting trial in prisons - some as long as a decade. AP 

Austria told where arms are buried 

Vienna — The United States handed the Austrian government 
documents detailing locations and contents of Cold War arms 
caches hidden in the country to help resist a Soviet invasion. The 
US ambassador, Swanee Hunt, who told the Austrians of the ar- 
senals last week, delivered the papers to the interior minister, Cas- 
par Einem, who is heading an inquiry into the caches. Reuter 

Freed French captives were well treated 

Marik, Yemen — Seventeen French tourists freed after being held 
hostage for five days by Yemeni tribesmen were beading by road 
for the capital Sanaa. Their captors had set them free after giv- 
ing them antique gifts, inducting traditional daggers and firearms. 
The freed hostages, including 13 women, appeared to be in good 
health and had been well treated, officials said. Renter 


South Africa condemns coup in Niger 

Pretoria — South Africa joined world protests against the coup 
in Niger, with the Department of Foreign Affairs condemning 
the takeover and calling for constitutional rule to be restored in 
the West African countiy. “As long as such events persist on our 
continent, Africa will not obtain the international respect and es- 
teem to which it is entitled,” it said. Lt-Colonel Ibrahim Bare 
Mamassara, the armed forces chief of staff who ousted Niger's 
first democratically elected president MaJbamane Ousroane, said 
the army bad no plans to stay in power. Reuter 

Monks find Buddha beer hard to swallow 

Peking — Buddhist monks in east China have forced a local brew- 
ery to give up making its Buddha brand beer, claiming it insult- 
ed Lheir reputation and dignity. The China Daily newspaper 
reported that the brewery agreed to pay 5,000 yuan (£400) in com- 
pensation and apologise to the monks for “loss of face". AP 
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Own one of the first Baxsters in the country 


T he Porsche Bossier or Project 986 has been perhaps the most eagerly awaited new car 
of recent years. Not yet in full production and not due for launch until September, we 
have managed to secure one of the vety first Bolsters direct from Germany. 

A genuine two scater sports car, the Boxster's retro body styling and fine detail combine 
for a visually stunning car. Add to this the legendary Porsche engineering and it is little won- 
der that this is one of the most talked about cars of the year. 

The Porsche Boxster will be powered by a new six cylinder, two and a half litre 24 
valve engine developing 210 bhp, driven through a new six speed gearbox. This 
engine is a major departure from Porsche's traditional air cooled power 


The production Boxster may differ slightly from the prototype shown here but ft is sure to 
be a real head-turner. 

To enter our prize draw you must collect five differently numbered tokens from the 
eight we will printing in The independent and the Indepen- 
dent on Sunday. Ttoday we are printing Token 
Three. Token Four will appear in The Inde- 
pendent tomorrow, and an entry form 
will be published on Saturday. 


units. 


The Boxster combines stunning looks with stunning 
performance, capable of 140 mph and 0-60 in around 
six seconds. But this is no hairy beasu 
ft s a driver’s car. The mid-engined 
configuration and double-wish- 
bone suspension all round ’ . 

ensures a smooth ride. 



L To enter our Porsche Boxster prize draw you need to 
collect five differently numbered tokens from the eight we 
will be printing (indudmga starter token which can be used 
as any number). 

2. The closing daw fbr entnes is 23 February 1996. Send 
to: The Independern/Barache Boxster Prize Draw, PO&* 
250, Welwyn Garden City, Hertfordshire ALT’ ITU along wfth 
a completed entry form which will be primed on Saturday 
3 February. 

3. Rw previously published tokens or an entry farm send 

a SAEto: The bidependenVPoreche Boxster.Tbten Request 
£f_P!? y Bo * 83- Welwyn Garden City, Hert- 

fordshire AL7 ITT. Only 2 tokens are available perappB- 
cation. If you require both tokens and a famvpfesse send 

J? 8tpjests must received by first post 
12 February 1996. . .•=■ 

4. Employees and agents of Newspaper PUMstilng Pte or 
those of any other national newspaper company or any firm 
connected wfth the promotion are not eligible total® part, 
neither are their reiatrwss nor members of their, families or 
households. E/rtrarrte must be agsd 18 or over. 

5. The winner must co-operate for publicity purposes tf 
required and accept that higher name and photograph will 

be published in the paper. ' ' “ 

fi. Photocopies of totene ardently forms are not 
acceptable. . / 

7. The promoter reams the rltfit In the* 
absolute discretion totflSquaffly any entry or 
competitor, nomfneeinr to add to, or waive 
any rules. - 

8. No correspondence will be entered Into. 

Proof of postage will not be accepted as 
proof of receipt The promoter win not 
take respansMity tor entrtea lost or dam-, 
aged in thepbst The Editor's decision is' 
final: . - . . . 

9. The competition Is open to rastdems 
ofTteUKendthelrishRepubfe 
will be. aa stated, with no cash attema- 
tive.Tlw Edttor'&dects^ «sfln&. 

M. The Porsche Boxster shoukf be avail- 
able to November 1996, but is depen- 
dent on production dates. 


Promoter: Newspaper Pubfeduntg 
Pfc, OneCanada Square, London 
E14 5DL. 
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Separatist hero 

set for tough 
test in Quebec 





HUGH WINSOR 

Ottawa 

T]ie man who holds the future 
of Quebec and possibly of 
Canada in his hands, thti %R- 
year-old /awyer and career 
politician Lucien Bouchard 
was sworn into olTice as leader 
of the Quebec provincial gov- 
ernment yesterday, vowing lo 
use his new position to pursue 
his goal of secession. 

He is faced, however, with an 
immediate budget crisis and a 
strong message from the pub- 
lic opinion polls that Quebeck- 
ers are tired of elections He has 
promised he will spend the im- 
mediate future concentrating on 
rebuilding the economy and 
attempting to tame a soaring 
deficit before putting separation 
to another electoral test. 

As the inaugural ceremonies 
were taking place in Quebec 
City, the Prime Minister. Jean 
Chretien, and 200 of his Liber- 
al MPs and senators were se- 
questered in Vancouver for a 
brainstorming session, seeking 
strategies to counter the charis- 
matic Mr Bouchard and Lhe in- 
creasing support for separatism 
in Quebec polls. 

The federal Liberals are hop- 
ing that the realities of running 
the near-bankrupt Quebec gov- 
ernment will take some of the 
shine off Mr Bouchard, and 
there were some early warning 
signals about what the new 
premier is facing at the week- 
end convention which pro- 
claimed him leader of the Parti 
Qulbegois. Mr Bouchard, who 
formerly led the Bloc Qu£be- 
cois, the group of separatist MPs 
elected to the federal parlia- 
ment, had pushed aside die re- 
tiring Quebec premier. Jacques 
Parizeau, mid-way through last 
autumn’s referendum campaign 


as the indvperukntuacs appeared 
•o be heading for certain defeat. 

With emotional rhetoric and 
personal assault on Mr 
Chretien as a "traitor” who 
had sold out Quebeckers lo Ot- 
tawa. Mr Bouchard is general- 
ly credited with turning the 
faltering campaign around, 
bringing support for Quebec's 
independence to within half a 
percentage point of viclory. 

His next step, from referen- 
dum campaigner to Quebec 



Lucien Bouchard: Budget 
headache looming 

Premier, is the direct result of 
the bizarre performance by Mr 
Parizeau on referendum night, 
when during an angry speech, 
he blamed the separatist loss on 
“big money and ethnics”. Mr 
Parizeau 's remarks were seen as 
a racist insult, and powerful 
members of his Party Que- 
be^ois caucus forced him to quiL 
But some of those same pow- 
er brokers warned Mr 
Bouchard last weekend that he 


should not tamper with Que- 
bec's generous social welfare 
when he attempts to regularise 
provincial finances. 

The new premier has called 
for a period of belt-tightening 
and warned of funding cut- 
backs for health, welfare and ed- 
ucation. because he does not 
want to go ahead with a tax in- 
crease that had been planned by 
Mr Parizeau. 

This amounts to something of 
an about-face from Mr 
Bouchard’s rhetoric during the 
referendum campaign, when 
he had argued that a separate 
Quebec was the best defence of 
welfare from the deficit-cutters 
in Ottawa, Quebec's welfare 
payments are higher than most 
other provinces, and its civil ser- 
vants are paid aboui 20 per cent 
more than federal counter- 
parts. 

In an effort to upstage Mr 
Bouchard's swearing-in. Mr 
Chrdtien shook up his cabinet 
last week. Four senior ministers, 
three of them Quebeckers, were 
forced to make way for new 
blood. Out of character with his 
usual caution, Mr Chrdtien ■ 
reached outside Parliament to 
appoint a 40-year-old Univer- 
sity of Montreal political sci- 
entist, Stephane'Dion, as his 
new minister of inter-govern- 
mental affairs, in charge of the 
national unity issue. He is al- 
ready being compared with 
Pierre Ttudeau. 

A staunch federalist. Mr 
Dion has already warned Mr 
Bouchard that if Quebec can 
split away from Canada, then 
Quebec is also divisible. The 
sLrongly pro-federal Montreal 
area as well as the northern 
lands inhabited by the equally 
federalist native Crees would 
have an equal right to split away 
from Quebec to rejoin Canada. 
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California bikers 
trade leathers 
for lobbying 
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Cars swept away by floodwat»«&.in the village of Puisserguier in southern France 
yesterday. Four people, includiq^two children, were killed when flash floods swept 
through the Herault department 7 Photograph: Patrick Gardin/AP 


TIM CORNWELL 

Los Angeles 

“Be Courteous to Our Neigh- 
bours,” reads the sign al the gale 
of the Sagebrush Cafd, not far 
from a double row of Harley- 
Davidsons. “Please Don’t Rev 
Your Engines in the Car Part” 

Tony Bourne is a designer in 
the garment trade, but this Su- 
perbowl Sunday he’s sporting 
the badge of the Southern Cal- 
ifornia Harley Riders Associa- 
tion. smoking a pungent little 
agar and spitting obscenities. 
“Helmet laws should be for mi- 
nors. We’re adults that know 
better. Kids, they’re the ones 

that keep crashing aO the time.” 

California's biker fraternity 
runs from yuppies riding custom 
bikes on Sunday jaunts to a bard 
core who live in the saddle. But 
there is one issue that unites 
them - loathing for the state’s 
helmet law, enacted in 1991. It 
has driven them to trade bikers’ 
brawn for political muscle. 

Fighting for tbe right to 
cruise the Pacific highways with 
the wind in their hair, bikers' 
groups are recognised as some 
of the state's sharpest political 
operators. Last week the Cali- 
fornia assembly voted 42-30 to 
repeal Lhe helmet law. The new 
Republican majority, in a curi- 
ous alliance with people usual- 
ly associated in the public mind 
with drugs, gangs, and violence, 
rallied to Lhe bikers’ cause. 
Legislators cited freedom of 
choice against the nanny state. 

“FU give you my Benjamin 
Franklin quote,” said Bogie, 52, 
a biker and sometime bouncer 
at the Sagebrush. “ ‘'When 
give up freedom for security, 
you lose both’. And how about 
this one? ‘More people die of 
obesity than motorcycle acci- 
dents in America. Let’s outlaw 
butter'.". 

Bikers have been attending 
civics classes, raising money, 
holding rallies and w allring the 
corridors in the state capital, 
Sacramento. They clashed 


head-on with lobbyists of the 
California insurance industry on 
the helmet issue. Republican 
legislators disregarded evidence 
that fatal accidents among the 
500,000 registered motorbike 
owners in Calif ornia had fallen 
by 45 per cent since the law’s 
passage. They now threaten to 
override tbe veto of their own 
party’s Governor, Pete Wilson, 
who wants to keep the law. 

Paul Lax. a Los Angeles at- 
torney and motorcyclist, who is 
secretary of the bikers' group 
Abate (American Brotherhood 
Aimed Toward Education), said 
California was the last state to 
enact a helmet law. At one lime 
or another 49 states had such 
statutes but similar biker cam- 
paigns ended in the repeal of 
more than half. 

Abate first targeted and top- 
pled the California assembly- 
man who wrote the helmet law. 
The group found a female op- 
ponent who was sympathetic to 
the cause, and a contingent of 
bikers doubled her campaign 
staff overnight. “We don't go 
into the campaign headquarters 
to drink coffee; we go to work.” 
said Mr Lax. “We can never 
compete with the other lobby 
groups or the insurance indus- 
try in terms of dollars. We have 
to put shoe leather into this.” 

Instead, bikers go from door 
to door - in non-threatening 
jeans and trainers, rather than 
leathers - and talk about the 
candidate rather than helmets. 

David Knowles, a Republican 
assemblyman who voted for 
the law, remembers being sur- 
rounded by a group of angry 
motorcyclists in leathers as he 
shook hands at a local parade. 
“When they held out their busi- 
ness cards instead of razor 
blades, they impressed me,” 
said Mr Knowles, who shortly 
afterwards reversed his stand. 

“1 realised they were not ir- 
responsible people - they were 
working folks who wanted gov- 
ernment out of their hair and 
out of their life.” 


Greek flag row gets Turkish goat 
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Istanbul 

No better symbol of the petti- 
ness ofTurlash-Greek conflicts 
could have presented itself than 
a barren group of rocky is- 
lands in the Aegean, which has 
abruptly become the object of 
a “war of the flags” between the 
two countries. 

The fuss started on 26 De- 
cember when a Turkish coast- 
er ran aground on the 
guano-covered archipelago, 
known as Imia in Greek or Kar- 
dak in Turkish. Tbe islands - 
whose only inhabitants are 
goats - are about halfway be- 
tween the Greek island of Ka- 


lymnos and Turkeys Bodrum 
peninsula, a magnet for British 
tourists. 

The coaster’s captain initial- 
ly refused to be towed off by ex- 
pensive Greek tugs. The two 
foreign ministries exchanged 
notes. And that should have 
been an end to it. 

But tbe mass media of the 
two countries had scented a sto- 
ry. Right-wing Greek media, 
possibly keen on a situation that 
could embarrass the new so- 
cialist government, highlighted 
the mayor of Kalymnos's deci- 
sion to assert Greek sover- 
eignty by driving a slake into the 
rocks and tying a Greek flag to 
it. 


A conservative Turkish media 
group that is often quick to at- 
tack Greece responded on Sat- 
urday, flying a journalist lo the 
rock by helicopter, ripping down 
the Hellenic stripes and running 
up the star and crescent 
By Sunday, it was the Greek 
navy that had safledin toput Lhe 
Greek flag up again. Turidsh 
coastguard cutters moved up. 
Ambassadors were summoned 
in capitals and the allies of the 
fractious Nato members were 
informed. “This is the kind of 
dispute that only a Turk or a 
Greek can understand,” said a 
foreign diplomat in Ankara. 
•“The rest of the world can only 
throw up its hands in disbelief." 


Athens claims it was given 
Imia in 1945 when Italy ceded 
the south-east Aegean islands 
known as the Dodecanese to 
Greece. Italy had taken them 
from the Turks in 1912. The le- 
gal position of the outcrops is 
debatable - they are probably 
Greece’s by treaty obligation, 
possibly Turkey’s if interna- 
tional laws were applied - and 
the atmosphere may be ripe for 
escalation. 

A Greek spokesman laughed 
at such talk and blamed the me- 
dia for exaggerating the stoiy. , 
He suggested that the most 
sensible way to resolve the dis- j 
pute would be to have a refer- i 
endum among the goats. i 
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Joseph Brodsky 


la 1987 Joseph Brodsky, then 
47, became the youngest person 
ever to receive the Nobel Prize 
for Literature. It had been 
widely expected, honouring a 
poet who, born in one culture, 
had become a master of 
another. 

Brodsky was an only child, 
born in Leningrad in 1940. His 
father, Alexander Brodsky, was 
serving as a naval officer - be 
only met him once before the 
age of eight: his mother, Maria 
Volpert, worked as a secretary, 
well below her intellectual ca- 
pacity. In 1949, Brodsky's father 
was dismissed from the navy 
during a wave of anti-Semitism, 
and could only eke out a piece- 
meal career as a photojoumai- 
ist Brodsky would write about 
the “forty square metres” in 
which the family lived in the es- 
say "In a Room and a Hair, re- 
calling the cramped conditions 
(though generous by Soviet 
standards) which helped to 
make him inward, bookish, 
solitary. 

Al 15. Brodsky left school, at 
about which time he began to 
write poetry. He worked vari- 
ously as a labourer, a mill op- 
erative and a mortuary assistant 
among other jobs, while bis 
complex love-life came to cen- 
tre on Marina Basmanova and 
their son Andrei: these difficult 
ties were the subject of some of 
his most moving early work. 
Brodsky began publishing when 
he was 18, and rapidly made a 
considerable reputation. In 
1960 he met Anna Akhmatova, 
the longest-lived of the great 
generation of herself, Boris 
Pasternak, Marian Tsvetayeva 
and Osip Mandelstam. She ad- 
mired his work but dreaded see- 
ing “The golden stamp of 
failure /On this yet untroubled 
brow". 

Her fears were justified. 
Brodsky's success, and the en- 
thusiasm provoked by his read- 
ings, alarmed the authorities. 
Accounts of what happened 
between December 1963 and 
January 1964 vary - some have 
Brodsky on the run, some con- 
fined to a psychiatric hospital. 


At all events, this period end- 
ed with Brodsky being pt on 
trial The charge was Social 
parasitism’'. 

The judge, Savelyeva, asked 
Brodsky who bad given hi /n au- 
thorisation to be apoet, and he 
replied, J No one. Who was it 
who decided 1 was a member of 
the human race?” It was for this 
prickly independpee of spirit, 
rather than anything specifically 
political that the poet was pun- 
ished At a second hearing, he 
was exiled for five years to the 
village of Norinskaya in the 
Archangel region. 

The Brodsky trial was a 
turning-point for the develop- 
ing dissident movement: it was 
also an international scandal 
and Brodsky was released ear- 
ly, in September 1965. In exile, 
he had read WH. Auden's “la 
Memory of WJB. Yeats”, and its 
dictum that time "“Worships 
language and forgives / Every- 
one by whom it lives” bad set 
his ethical compass. “If time 
worships language, it means 
that language is greater, or old- 
er, than time, which is, in its 
turn, older and greater than 
space,” Brodsky wrote; a poem 
was now “a game language 
plays to restructure time”. 

Though released, Brodsky 
continued to be persecuted, 
and was forbidden to accept the 
foreign invitations his reputation 
bad earned. Finally, on 4 June 
1972, he was expelled from the 
Soviet Union and sent to Vi- 
enna. He was met by the Amer- 
ican scholar Carl Proffer, who 
two days later took him to Au- 
den's house in Kirchstetten 
(Auden was already writing an 
introduction for Brodsky’s Se- 
lected Poems , his first appear- 
ance in English). During the 
□ext three weeks, Auden took 
charge of Brodsky’s affairs, see- 
ing to h. that he met useful peo- 
ple and received money from 
the Academy of American 
Poets. 

Brodsky soon joined Carl 
Proffer as his colleague at the 
University of Michigan, the 
beginning of his career in 
American academia. Other in- 


stitutions he was associated 
with include Columbia, New 
York University, Mount 
Holyoke College, Smith College 
and, in England, Cambridge. 
Brodsky received many acade- 
mic and public honours, a 
Guggenheim Fellowship, a 
MacArthur Foundation award, 
an honorary doctorate from 
Yale, the Nobel Prize and, in 
1991, appointment to the one- 
year post of Poet Laureate of 
the united States. 

In 1990 Brodsky married 
Maria Sozzani: they had one 
child- He had undergone three 
heart operations by the time he 
was 40, W continued to smoke 
heavily. He never returned to 
the Soviet Union, partly perhaps 
for medical reasons, partly per- 
haps because he had been away 
for too much of his life 
when Soviet Communism 
collapsed. 

Brodsky became a familiar 
figure on the international read- 
ing circuit. Together with Derek 
\Valcott, Seamus Heaney and 
Les Murray, he belonged to the 
most esteemed group of living 
poets, although he also formed 
part of the Eastern 6migr6 dus- 
ter including Czeslaw Milosz 
and lb mas Venctova, 

His reputation as a writer in 
foe West was enhanced by three 
collections published in English, 
Selected Poems (1973), A Jvrtof 
Speech (1979) and To Urania 
(1988). Hie was also an excep- 
tional critic and memoirist, as 
shown by Less than One: selected 
essays (1988), and he published 
two plays, Marbles (1985) and 
Democracy (1990). His essay on 
Venice, Watermark ( 1992), is the 
kind of book travel-writing 
exists to produce. 

Poets usually fear exile be- 
cause it cuts them off from the 
language on which they de- 
pend. Brodsky told me that 
this had not been a problem for 
him, given the ease with which 
he could always drive north into 
Canada and listen to Russian ra- 
dio. Nonetheless, he began to 
write some poems in Engfish, as 
well as increasingly translating 
himself. The results met with 


mixed responses. Sometimes 
Brodsky’s vocabulary scans a 
little aside of what he means, as 
in the fine “thrice let knives rake 
my rutty-gritty”, which is m odd 


Those who complained about 
apparent technical deficiencies 
too easily forgot, though, that 
Brodsky was engaged in creat- 
ing a new idiolect, precisely the 
half-English of a deracinated 
man. From his mentor Auden 
he learn to rummage in the 
more arcane areas of English 
vocabulary, and the resulting 
style is, while sometimes 
disconcerting, usually self- 
consistent and achieved. 

Joseph Brodsky’s poems are 
allusive, difficult, learned 
pieces, influenced by the intel- 
lectual concision of John Donne 
as well as the sodden transitions 
of Osip Mandelstam. Indeed, 
though Akhmatova admired 
him, she was puzzled by his at- 
tendance on her. The difficul- 
ty she found in his work was 
very far from her own clarity, 
and we should probably see 
Brodsky as Mandelstam’s heir. 
Through him, the culture of pre- 
revolutionary St Petersburg 
found a continuing voice. Ex- 
ploring the relation of man 
and art to time, expressing a 
great love for the created world 
and an open attitude to faith 

VT_. — -J 


Joseph Brodsky belonged to a 
high humanist tradition, and the 
endless excitement of his 
darting perceptions kept alive 
the values of the European 
civilisation that shaped him. 

He wrote that “until brown 
clay has been crammed down 
my larynx, / only gratitude will 
be gushing from it”; cow, it 
is ours to be grateful. His ear- 
ly death is a catastrophic loss 
for Russian and American 
letters. 

Lachlan Ufaddnaoa 

Joseph Alexandrovich Brodsky, 
poet: bam Leningrad 24 May 
1940; Nobel Prize for Literature 
1987; married 1990 Maria Soz- 
zani (one child); died New York 
28 January 1996. 



A high humanist tradition: Brodsky - allusive, difficult and teamed 


Ralph Yarborough 


Ralph Yarborough was that 
rare bird in the politics of his 
generation: a Texas liberal. He 
was in fact what is known in 
Texas politics, metaphorically, 
as a '‘bomb-throwing” liberal. 
His former aide and political 
heir, Jim Hightower, called him 
“a guy willing to take on the 
powers that be, take ’em by the 
scruff of the neck and go right 
after them.” 

It was in an attempt to heal 
the bitterness between the con- 
servative faction of Texas de- 
mocrats, led by Governor John 
Connaily and the Yarborough 
liberals, that President John F. 
Kennedy made the fatal journey 
to Dallas in the course of which 
he was assassinated. And it 
was because he was not on 
speaking terms with Connaily 


that Yarborough was in the 
second, not in the leading car 
of the motorcade which was 
fired into by the assassin. 

Yarborough made a greater 
mark in history the following 
year, when he was the sole 
southern senator to vote for the 
epoch-making Civil Rights Act 
of 1964. Before that he had 
steered through Congress the 
National Defense Education 
Act of 1958, the first legislation 
ever in the United States to 
commit the federal govern- 
ment to support universities 
since the land grants made in 
the 19th century. 

As chairman of the Senate's 
Labor and Public Welfare 
Committee in the 1960s 
Yarborough consistently and 
effectively pushed through lib- 


eral measures including in- 
creases in medical care and 
the minimu m wage. 

Ralph Yarborough’s life ex- 
plodes the notion that liberal- 
ism in America is a political 
doctrine associated with the 
dlite. He was born in 1903 on a 
“hard scrabble” farm in east 
Tfexas, a region of corn and cot- 
ton farming with a le^cy of slav- 
ery mote lie the old South than 
the open rangeland of west 
Tfexas. He was toe seventh of 11 
children of a farmer. 

He won a nomination to the 
United States Military Acade- 
my at West Point, but did not 
stay. He worked variously as a 
teacher, as a farm labourer, and 
building oil storage tanks. In die 
Twenties he worked bis way to 
Europe on a freighter before re- 


turning home to toe Universi- 
ty of Tfexas law school at Austin. 

He rose rapidly, serving as as- 
sistant attorney general of Tfexas 
from 1931 to 1935 and as a stale 
judge from 1936 to 1941. When 
war came, he volunteered for 
toe army and served under 
General George Patton in Eu- 
rope, winning toe Bronze Star 
ana ending as a lieutenant- 
colonel. He was briefly the mil- 
itary governor of a large part of 
Honshu in Japan. 

After the war he practised law 
in Austin. Three times he ran 
for governor of Tfexas, and each 
time he was defeated by con- 
servative Democrals close to the 
oil industry. At lasl fa 1957, he 
was elected, defeating the 
ultra-conservative Martin Dies. 
Yarborough remained in toe 


Senate until be was defeated by 
the future vice-presidential can- 
didate Uoyd Bentsen fa 1971. 

Along toe way, he defeated 
the future president George 
Bush for the Senate in 1964. 
The names of Lyndon Johnson, 
Connaily, Bush and Bentsen, all 
of whom Yarborough opposed 
from toe Left, are a reminder 
of how important Texas was 
then to national politics. 

Yarborough was an uncom- 
promising man. He once got 
into, and lost, a physical 
wrestling match on the floor of 
the senate chamber with the 
senator Strom Thurmond, toe 
leader of the unreconstructed 
**Dixiecrat” wing of the 
Democratic Party at toe time. 

At his peak, Yarborough was 
a flamboyant stump speaker. At 


his country meetings, bis poor 
constituents would throw dol- 
lar bills and coins on to a blan- 
ket to pay for his expenses. He 
once said that “you take a ter- 
rific loss financially if you play 
it straight” m politics. 

Yarborough’s relations with 
Lyndon Johnson were never 
easy and in 1968 they froze to 
sub-zero temperatures when 
Yarborough backed toe Viet- 
nam peace movement led by 
Senator Eugene McCarthy. Two 
years later Bentsen was able to 
use Yarborough’s attacks on toe 
Vietnam war to defeat him. 

Godfrey Hodgson 


Ralph Webster YarbortHigh, pcM- 
cian: bom Chandler; Texas 8 June 
1903 : married; died Austin, Taos 
27 January 1996. 


Tommy Mitchell 


Tommy Mitchell was at 93 toe 
oldest surviving English Test 
player and one of only three 
cricketers alive who featured 
in the famous Body line series 
of 1932-3, the others being 
the Australians Leo O'Brien, 
aged 88, and Sir Donald Brad- 
man, 87. Mitchell a tough, hu- 
morous tittle man, enjoyed the 
distinction. 

As a leg spinner in the 1 930s 
when most county clubs had a 
good one, he was outstanding 
enough to play five times for 
England, and it was on Jardine’s 
tour that he twice dismissed the 
implacable Wood full in a Test 


and bowled Bradman, in a State 
game, with a googly. 

A miner, who wore specta- 
cles, Mitchell was spotted bowl- 
ing at the Creswell colliery 
pithead during the General 
Strike of 1926. He was recom- 
mended to Derbyshire, who 
were so impressed by the prodi- 
gious turn he achieved that he 
made his first class d&iut in 1928 
and was an integral port of the 
county's team for 11 years, tak- 
ing 1,483 wickets at an average 
of 20. 

Derbyshire finished 3-2-1 in 
toe years 1934-5-6, their only 
championship, when MitcheU 


was at the height of his powers, 
described as merry- hearted but 
prone to toe occasional melan- 
choly that overtakes most spin- 
ners. Short-legged but long- 
armed, he could bowl leg- 
breaks, topspinners. googlies 
and off-breaks with almost 
equal fadtity and could flight the 
ball. 

In a gentle pre-war profile in 
toe Observer, R.C. Robertsou- 
Glasgow described him as 
“something of a Donald Duck. 
No cricketer so conveys to the 
spectators toe perplexities and 
frustrationsof a man at toe mer- 
cy of malignant fate. He has 


much in common with the 
golfer who misses short putts 
because of the uproar of toe 
butterflies fa the adjoining 
meadow." 

In Jardine's team Mitchell 
was close to Larwood, another 
Midlands miner. Once pressed 
to reveal all about his mate, 
MitcheU responded: “Harold 
doesn't say much. He doesn't 
have to. He just bowls.” 

MitcheU bowled his overs 
quickly, turning sharply at the 
end of his short run. and his en- 
ergy and zest was communi- 
cated to his fielding where he 
was described as a brilliant cov- 


er point Mitchell took 100 
wickets a season between 1929 
and 1938 (168 in 1933 is still a 
county record), took 10 wickets 
in a match 29 times and took ail 
10 Leicestershire wickets, for 
64 runs, at Aylestone Road in 
1935. When he retired from 
cricket he went back to the 
coalface. 

In a county, and a team, 
where the spinner was generally 
regarded as merely a relief 
bowler for the regiment of 
ambitious seamers. Tommy 
MitcheU was a rare gent. 

Derek Hodgson 



Mitchell: a Donald Duck 


Thomas BigpaQMtchdl cricketer 
bom Creswell Derbyshire 4 Sep- 
tember 1902 ; married 1927 Doris 
Varcoe ( one son. one daughter); 
died Doncaster 27 January 1996. 
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>ut, impoverished Europe that ly ^Psumiosed to 


elsewhere. 

He turned his back on toe 
present and started to gather fa 
toe past He decided to make 
a cultural ark ont of his dis- 
ite but extensive family m- 


somewhat hampered by Mun- 
the’s financial resources. His 
charm and single-mindedness 
attracted the support of two 
ch il d les s maternal cousins with 
exquisite aesthetic sense. Lord 
Wharton contributed his col- 
lection of pictures, while Lady 
Helena Gleichen added her 
Jacobean manor-house to what 
was to become the Family ThisL 

By selling surplus property in 
London, Somerset, Biarritz, 
Dallna, Rome and Capri, 
Munthe was able to raise suffi- 
cient funds to maintain the 
roofs on four houses crammed 
with pictures and furniture: toe 
Swedish manor-house of 
HUdasholm by Lake Sfljan; toe 
medieval Castle Lunghezza, 
between Rome and Tivoli; and 
a pur of Jacobean manor- 
houses in England, one outside. 
Much Marde in Herefordshire, 
and Soutoside House, tucked 
rechisiveiy among the suburban 
villas of Wimbledon. He was 
supported by toe tireless labour 
of his wife Ann and assisted, 
whenever allowed, by his chil- 
dren, Adam, Katriona and Guy. 

These houses axe ail magical 
domains, tributes to toe imag- 
ination and historical passion of 
Malcolm Munthe, who made a 
strict yearly calendar for him- 
self based around their respec- 
tive tourist seasons and annual 
needs. He lived a Spartan exis- 
tence, selecting toe darkest, 
least comfortable quarters for 
his own use, wearing old dotoes 
and surviving on a diet of black 
tea, biscuits and packet soup 
enlivened by toe odd raw egg. 

He remained until the last the 
most inspired guide, combining 
a near perfect sense of theatri- 
cal timing with a curious oth- 
erworlcfliness which made even 
the most doubtful of attributions 
take on the bright flame of truth. 
I never once heard him identi- 
fy himself to tourists, draw at- 
tention to pictures he had 
painted (which he often passed 
off as the work of his brother), 
or talk about his war years in 
other than setf-modting dep- 
recation, while he allowed his 
three books (Hellers; the story 



Munthe: othenrarknihess 


ations Executive. From August 
1941 to the end of 1942 he ran 
the SOE’s Norwegian section, 

before returning to the field, (his 
time to “Masstngham", the 
SOE base in North Africa. 

In summer 1943 he travelled 
to Sicily and then to Salerno to 
contact Italian resisters. He 
went over to Capri to ensure 
that his father’s villa, San 
Michele, was requisitioned for 
the English, set up a small unit 
on toe island, and from it one 
of his best ootips took place. 
Benedetto Croce, the brave 
anti-fascist philosopher whom 
neither Hitler nor Mussolini had 
dared to sflence, was living in the 
Villa Tritone at Sorrento. The 
Allies persuaded him to leave 
at dead of night with his elder 
daughter. Next morning toe 
Germans surrounded toe villa. 
Munthe decided to rescue Sig- 
nora Croce and her daughter 
himself, and with Alberto 
Tkrchiani (later Italian ambas- 
sador to ^tosbington) set off for 
toe villa. Luckily toe guards had 
withdrawn to repair a bridge 
bombed by toe RAF, and toe 
rescue was swiftly effected. 

Soon afterwards Munthe set 
up headquarters in liberated 
Naples. On 6 February 1944, he 
and Michael Gubbins (son of 
General Sir Cotin Gubbins) 
were hit by a mortar shell while 
trying to get through the lines 
of Cassino. Gubbins was killed 
outright and Munthe so se- 
verely wounded that he took no 
further part in toe war. 

Malcolm Gnome Munthe, soldier 
aruipreservatiomsU bomLxmdon 
30 January 1910; monied 1945 
Anna Rea (one son, one daugh- 
ter, and one son deceased); died 
London 25 November 1995. 


A memorial service for toe life of Malcolm Munthe takes place 
today, at St James's Church, Piccadilly, London WL, at limn.- 


Births, 
Marriages 
& Deaths 


BIRTHS 


SCOTT: On 25 January, ai the Princess 
of Wales Hospital, Bridgend, io Tina 
(nee Bartlett) and Brendan, a beau- 
tiful cc» daughter. Mala, sister to 
Bridie. 

Anoonnceausts tar Gazette BIRTHS, 
MARRIAGES & DEATHS (Births, 
Adoptions, Marriages. Deaths, Mano- 
rial scrvkts. Wedding a mrixTrsjrtes. In 
Memorisin') should be sent in writing 
to ibe Gazette Editor, The Independent, 
1 Canada Square, Canary Wharf, Lon- 
don EM SDL, telephoned to 9172-293 
291 1 or taxed to 017 1.293 2910, and an 
charged at £&50 a line (VAT extra ). 
OTHER Gazette announcement*; (no- 
tices, functions. Forthcoming ntar. 
rfages Marriages! BWst be submitted 
in writing (or taxed) and are chained 
at £10 a line, VAT extra. They should 
be accompanied by a daytime telephone 
number- 


ROYAL engagements 

tV Fitacctt Maprrt, IMdcaL Nj&omjJ So- 
ciety lot die Prewnuoa of Crodljr U> ChiMien. 
veals i-C EWun/imf EravafOH Ini. ftawtst. and 
— Crtvo a cheque (or nwory ranrd tn cnijAnera 
for die Soocty 'y SfU-SuOontdnc Branch cra- 
leMij. 

Changing of the Guard 

TV HouwlwlJ Civalr* Mourned Rseinm 
mnm 6* Outsort We G*? 11 * Hone Gw*. 
I lam; IV Battalion (ntO Ooanh moms ibe 
PM** JIJ&m. 
by (hr Cakbunoi Goarfu. 


Birthdays 

Sir Herbert Ashworth, former chair- 
man, Nationwide Building Society, 
86; Mr lack Bowman, former Chief 
Constable, Tayside. 63; Sir Frederick 
Catberwood, former MEP, 71; Sir 
John Dutton Clerk of Penicuik Bt, 
former Lord-Lieutenant of Mid- 
lothian, 79; Mr Phil Collins. lauamn, 
actor and singer, 45; Miss Christina 

Fbyle, bookseller, S3; Sir Robert 
Gatehouse, former High Court 
judge. TL Mi Gene Hackman, actor, 
64; Mr Lynn HorrelL former Princi- 
pal, Royal College of Music, 52; Mr 
Patrick Heron, painter, 76; Professor 
Christopher Howes, Second Com- 
missioner and chief executive of the 
Crown Estate, 54; The Earl of Hunt- 
ingdon, racehorse trainer, 4& Vis- 
count Long, a Lord in Writing, 67; 
Lord M&dcay of Drumadoon QC, 
Solicitor-General for Scotland, 50: 
Lord Lowry. Former Lord Chief Jus- 
tice of Northern Ireland. 77; Sir 
Charles MantcU, High Court judge, 
59: Professor Stan Mason, Vice- 
Chancellor. Glasgow Caledonian 
University, 62; Mr Bob Muddimcr. 
chairman. Rank Haris McDougaiL 
63; Mr Mitch Murray, song, composer 
and producer. 56; Sir Foley Newns, 
former overseas administrator, 87; 
Professor Alexander Ogsttttt, former 
Prcsidenr. Trinity College. Oxfant 85; 
Mr Lonis Osman, architect and gold- 
smith, 82; Mr Hal Prince, theatrical 
director and producer, 68; Miss Vic- 
toria Principal, actress, 46: Mr John 
Profumo, President, Toynbee Hafl, 
Si; Miss Vanessa Redgrave, actress, 
59; Sir Cotin Rimer, Hi&h COurt 


judge, 52; Mr Boris Spassky, chess 
champion. 58; Mr Martin Thyfor, 
chief executive, Barclays Bank, 52. 

Anniversaries 

Births: Walter Savage Landor, au- 
thor, 1775; Franklin Delano Roo- 
sevelt, 32nd US President, 1882, 
Deaths: King Charles L executed 
1649; Frank Nelson Doubleday, pub- 
lisher and editor, 1934; Orville 
Wright, aviation pioneer, 1948. On 
this day: Adolf Hitler was appoini- 
ed Chancellor of Germany, 1933; the 
state funeral of Sir Winston CbunrinO 
took place, 1965. Today is the Feast 
Day of St Addehous or Aleaume, St 
Aidegundis, St BarsimaeuS, Si 
Bathtidis, St Hyacinths Mariscotti 

and St Martuo- 

Lectures 

Highgate Literary and Sriatific In- 
stitution. London Nti: Dawn Ades. 
“The Surrealists", 7.45pm. 

RIBA Architecture Centre, London 
Wl: Lira Fior. Katherine Dark, 
Juliet Bidgood, “Bom Free", Dave 
King and Rod McAllister. . in 
competition”, 630pm. 

Royal Over-Seas League 

Mr Derick Heaven, Jamaican High 
Commissioner, wns the guest speak- 
er at a meeting of the Royal Over- 
Seas League’s Discussion Circle held 
yesterday evening at Over-Seas 
House, St James's. London SW1. His 
subject was “Why are Bananas so 

Important Economically?” 


Magistrates cannot question child support assessment 


Secretary of State for Social 
Security v Shorten and others; 

Queen’s Bench Division (Mr 
Justice Latham); 23 January 1996 

On a complaint that a deduc- 
tion from earnings order made 
in relation to child support 
was defective, magistrates had 
no power to question the as- 
sessment of child support or to 
order repayment of s ums paid 
under a defective deduction 
from earnings order; 

Mr Justice Latham allowed 
five appeals by toe Secretary of 
State against magistrates' de- 
cisions under the Child Support 
Act 1991. 

The Act imposed responsi- 

S for maintaining a child on 
parent A child support of- 
ficer made a maintenance 
assessment or an interim main- 
tenance assessment. Assess- 
ments could be reviewed and 

pehUribuiia], a chikTsupport 
commissioner and the Court of 
Appeal. 

Collection of child support 
could be made by a deduction 
from earnings order or a lia- 
bility order. Sections 32(b) and 


LAW REPORT 
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33(4) provided that, on appeal 
against a deduction of earnings 
order or on application for a li- 
ability order, the court should 
not question the maintenance 
assessraenL Regulation 22 of 
toe Child Support l Collection 
and Enforcement) Regulations 
1992 provided that an appeal 
against a deduction from earn- 
ings order could be made only 
on the grounds that the order 
was defective or the payments 
did not constitute earnings. 
Regulation 9 set out the mat- 
ters to be included In an order. 

In the first appeal, the re- 
spondent claimed that he was 
no longer liable to make pay- 
ments under a deduction from 
earnings order made in March 
1994 after the child went to live 
wilh him in August 1994. The 
magistrates decided the order 
was defective after August 
1994. In the second appeal, toe 
magistrates decided that an 
assessment of maintenance was 
defective and quashed a 
deduction from earnings order. 


30 January 1996 

In toe third appeal, magis- 
trates quashed a deduction 
from earnings order on the 
basis of a procedural defect in 
the making of an interim 
assessment order. In the 
fourth appeal the magistrates 
refused to make a liability or- 
der for payment of £6,839 
for arrears under an interim 
maintenance order made 
without reference to toe re- 
spondent’s means on the basis 
that the respondent had sup- 
plied nil documentary details 
lo the Child Support Agency 
for making a maintenance 
assessment 

In the fifth appeal, toe mag- 
istrates ordered repayment of 
monies deducted under a de- 
duction from earnings order 
which was defective. 

MmkSltov (Department of Social Se- 
curity Solicitor) far die Secretary of 
Stare; Nick Lockett (Pictons} for the 
respondent in the fifth case. 

Mr Justice Latham said that aO 
matters relating to the quan- 


tification or validity of a main- 
tenance assessment were to 
be dealt with through the 
review and appeal structure 
created by the Acl 

The right of appeal against 
enforcement given by regula- 
tion 22 was restricted to two 
technical grounds. As any chal- 
lenge to toe quantification or 
validity of toe maintenance as- 
sessment was precluded, the 
word “defective" in regulation 
22 could only mean a defect in 
form, namely a failure to com- 
ply with the requirements of 
regulation 9. 

As far as liability orders 
were concerned, toe conse- 
quence of section 33(3), taken 
with 33(4), was that the sole 
question to be determined by 
toe magistrates was whether or 
not payments had become 
payable by toe liable person 
and had not been paid. If 
that was established the mag- 
istrates were bound to make a 
liability order. 

In the first appeal toe mag- 


istrates could entertain a com- 
plaint only within 28 days of the 
actual making of the deduction 
from earnings orderandhadno 
jurisdiction to find the order 
was defective on toe basis that 
toe child was not a qualifying 
child. In toe second, third and 
fourth appeals thejiKtices were 
not entitled to question toe 
validity of toe maintenance 


In toe last appeal ft would be 


a deductions from earnings ol 
derunder regulation 22 was in- 
tended to include apower to 
order repayment The Child 
Support Agency was merely 
collecting money. The conse- 
quence of an order for repay- 
ment would be to require toe 
agency, which had not been un- 
justly enriched because the 
money had gone to the parent 
with care of die child, to pay a 
sum of money to toe Cable 
parent Hie magistrates court 
had no power to order repay- 
ment of sums paid under a de- 
fective deduction from earnings 
order. 

YlngHalTan, Barrister 
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They laughed when Andrew Uoyd Webber said he wanted to put TS Eliot to music. Who’s laughing now? asks Rebecca Fowler 

How ‘Cats’ conquered the world 


TP h «y “W -i would nvvur work: a 
wL™ ,n which grown men and 
■ mum would dress up as cals and 
ali »ng 10 the words of TS EJiol ’s 
poj-try. |[ was spurned hy theatrical 

m esJon' as madness, scoffed at bv 

disao Uni * lhC VCf >' firSt 
d'sastcr was predicted for Cats. 

Even that was blighted by a bomb 

scare, which cleared the theatre. 

But 15 years on. Cats, the musi- 
Cdl. is the most successful show in 
I ne world. Last night, on its 6,138th 
performance, it overtook A Chorus 
i-tiiv as the longest-running musical 
^ ,n , London. Its creators. 
Andrew Uoyd Webber, the com- 
poser, and Cameron Mackintosh, 
the producer, have both received 
knighthoods; and between them 

.■ >' H v >* at forefront of 

establishing the musical as the great- 
est coramerda! force in the history 
of British theatre. 

When audiences finally beheld 
the spectacle, it was like noiJiingcl.se 
10 have appeared on the British 
stage. The Jelliele cats exploded 
from every corner of the theatre in 
the opening scene, rolling around in 
ihe Lycra and legwarmers that 
became ihe dance uniform of ihe 
Eighties: Ihe New London Theatre 
was rebuilt to accommodate a set 
that broke all boundaries by using 
ihe whole of the theatre instead" 
of just the stage: the frenetic 
combination of acting, dan cing 
and singing buried the convic- 
tion that Britain could not take on 
the Americans at their own 
game; and one song. “Memory”, 
was etched on the national con- 
sciousness, sung by everyone 
from street buskers to opera 
singers. 

According to its support- 
ers. Cats' greatest legacy 
was to create an entire 
new audience of 
theatre-goers. 


eager for the new mix of populism 
and innovation, who had been 
turned off by theatre’s elitism. In its 
first eight years, every scat in the 
house was sold: even now only a 
handful lie empty. 

Raymond Gubbay. the promoter 
who puts on hugely popular shows 
ot classical hits, said: “It 
brought a huge number of 
people to the theatre who 
wouldn't otherwise have come, 
and broke all the barriers. Even the 
set broke away from tradition 
and the proscenium arch, to 
make it more accessible and 
less formal.” 

Sir Andrew, fiercely sensi- 
tive, still has his critics who 
accuse him of dragging 
■jP theatre down to the lowest 
- common denominator. None, 
"S however, can deny the power 

yj gj- of Cats as a popular insti- 

tution on a par with the 
Royal Family and, 
more recently, the 
National Lottery. 

A s the public fell 
m love with the 
Lycra and the crashing 
chords of “Memory”, 
Lloyd Webber and 
Mackintosh piled up 




their profits and became the most 
prolific figures in British musicals. 

Sir Andrew remembers it as a 
high-risk venture: “We knew that 
when it came to the crunch we 
would either come up with some- 
thing very extraordinary or a total 
turkey. I had forgotten how dose we 
came to calling the whole thing 
off." 

Still searching for the last £50,000 
to launch the production. Uoyd 
Webber, having already remort- 
gaged his house, invited senior 
Warner Brothers executives to listen 
to him playing the score on his 
piano. They weren’t impressed. In 
the end. he and Mackintosh raised 
three-quarters of the £450.000 cap- 
ital they needed from small investors 
who put in £750 each. 

The financial success in large 
part stemmed from the innovative 
marketing strategy created for the 
show. Under the guidance of the 
legendary producers Robert S tig- 
wood and David Land, who pro- 
duced Evita, they franchised the 
show in much the same way as 
McDonald's has franchised its 
method of making and selling ham- 
burgers. In the past there have 
been shows that have transferred 
from Shaftesbury Avenue to Broad- 
way. Cats took the international 


west End as office ticket sales, ma&cns 
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marketing of theatre on to a differ- 
ent plane. It created the theatre pro- 
duction as a global product; Andrew 
Lloyd Webber became a global 
brand. 

Sheridan Morley. the theatre 
critic and broadcaster, described it 
as a breakthrough for the economic 
potential of theatre. “Until the end 
of the Sixties, Shan's that opened in 
London would be bought for Amer- 
ica in the way that books were, and 
redone by the Americans for the 
Americans. What they established 
was this idea of moving in like a task- 
force. to put exactly the same show 
on whether it be in Manchester or 
Malaysia. It showed we could pro- 
vide a musical that could rival any- 
where. including the Americans, 
and export it.” 

The effects of its financial success 
spread beyond the theatre, includ- 
ing establishing Sir Andrew Lloyd 
Webber as a significant patron of the 
fine art sales rooms. His recently 
acquired Picasso bought for 529.5m 
is on view at the National Gaileiy. 
Sir Cameron Mackintosh is said to 
be worth about S200m. Sir Andrew 
has homes in Berkshire, New York, 
London, the south of France and 
IreiandThe success of Cats also 
allowed the publishers Faber and 
Faber, which is part of the TS Eliot 


and Budapest's, City Theatre - 1805). 
Tonight's worldwide audience likely to 
be 6 , 200 , given apprax90 per cent 
attendance rate 
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1984 


Years 


■Tool box office 
ticket sales 


1994 

Modem musical 
ticket sales 


7 rnlfton people have seen die London 
show 

Based on 1991 survey the average 
audience fix modem muscat 
34% overseas; 45% rest of UK; 

21% London 

34% audience came to London 
sperificaflytaseeashow 
54% female; 45% under 35; 94% came in couples or £oups ~ 

For first eight years CATS ran without a seat unsold. 

Book early: the entire house is already sold twee over to an rf company for 
corporte junket in 1997 

Useful Theatre Company was built 
until 1988, when Phantom of the 
Opera started to become successful 
It represerts 10 per cent of 
company’s income of abort £110m 
last year. That Is set to rise after film 
, dead with Steven Spiefeerg. 

ECONOMICS 

Tibet prices: 

1961 £3-75-£9.50 
1996 £10.50- £30 
A £1,000 investment in Cats In 1981 
worid now be worth £26,500 
£lbn: box office gross worldwide 
£85m box office gross, London 
£460,000: orignal production cost 
$300,000: Broadway takirgs last 
week 

200% return far investors h first 10 
years 

100% return for investors in last five 
^ars (rising production costs) 

Cats is the foundation on which Really 




WHAT HAS GONE 
INTOTT? 

The London show has consumed: 
31,875 headache pills; 

35,625 posters (150,000 square 
feet); 

450 microphones (Cats pioneered the 
use of radio microphones); 

449,280 throat pfis; 

3,900 pars of shoes; 

3,450 costumes for 262 artists; 
10,800 make-up sponges; 

1,470 batches of each eyeshadow, 
lipstick, pencil, mascara and blusher 



THE COUNV1UES 

Cats has been cloned around the 
world. A 32 -strong company, with a 
16-piece orchestra wfl perform it 
tonight to each of the New London 
Theatre, London (capacity 1,102); 
New Vb/tfs Winter Garden Theatre 
(1,513); a theatre in Milwaukee as 
pm of the US tour taking in 64 cities 
(300); Tokyo's Nissd theatre (1,064); 
Hamburg's Operettenhaus (1,120) 



WHAT HAS COME 

ot/roFrr 

Maw d iand gl ng Cats was the first fuBy 
merchandised musical. You can buy 
badges^aseball caps, bookmarks, 
keyrings, TS Biot's Possum’s Book of 
Cats, pesters, T-shirts, watches, 
cassettes, CDs. Merchanrfisingfrom 
its shows now accounts for 5 per cent 
of Realty Useful group's profits of 
£46m last year.The hit song 
'Memory’ has been played 46,875 
times on British television and radio. 


estate, to flourish as a small inde- 
pendent while others have been 
swallowed up in mergers. "That was 
probably more significant than a sin- 
gle note of the musical.'' said Robert 
Hewison. the cultural historian. 

B ut Ihe theatrical legacy was to 
redraw the map of the West 
End. It was the start of an unprece- 
dented crossover between the pop- 
ulism commercial world of musicals 
and the high-brow world of sub- 
sidised classical theatre. Trevor 
Nunn, the director of Cats, was the 
first to make the leap from the Royal 
Shakespeare Company. He was 
joined by John Napier, the RSC 
designer, while Gillian Lynne, the 
choreographer, had a Royal Ballet 
background. 

“There isn't any longer a feeling 
that people who Want (o be taken 
seriously shouldn't do that,” said 
Trevor Nunn. “1 was fascinated by 
what do we mean by populists, and 
how it might be possible to do a work 
with a hidden underlay, and for a 
populist audience still to get iL It 
seems to me it works." 

Others now move in and out of 
populist and classical theatre with 
ease. Sam Mendes, tipped as the 
next director of the National 
Theatre, directed Sir Cameron’s 
production of Oliver, Declan Don- 
nell an of Cheek By Jowl, applauded 
for its Shakespeare productions, 
is taking on Martin Guerre, Sir 
Cameron's latest musical. The 
legacy of Cats has created a new gen- 
eration of musical performers, as the 
demand for singers and dancers 
grew with the success of musicals. 

There are plenty who still turn up 
their noses at Cats. Its critics deride 
it as nothing more than shallow 
entertainment, with no lasting artis- 
tic merit. Its supporters, including 
Raymond Gubbay, who is singing 
the 100th anniversary production of 
La Boheme this week at the Royal 
Albert Hall, believe that in time Sir 
Andrew may be seen as the Puccini 
of his day, a composer spurned by 
the Establishment who was a popu- 
lar hero. 

“There is no doubt songs like 
'Memoiy 1 will be around for decades 
and decades to come. Maybe rt 
does offend the snobs, but if it’s a 
beast that touches people's hearts, 
and it does, Why not? It’s just a 
bloody good tune.” 



km and radio. \ ;> 
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Hezza saves 
his own life 

There was much happiness in 
Michael Crick’s household last 
week when the Ntnvsnight jour- 
nalist and author of the criti- 



i! know what you’re up to 


>aliy acclaimed biography of 
Lord Archer, Stranger than Fic- 
■ ion, received a letter from 
Michael Heseltine. agreeing to 
tee Crick, who is embarking on 
i tome of our esteemed Deputy 
Prime Minister’s life to date. 

But once Crick had arrived 
n the Whitehall offices Hezza 
was straight with him. No, he 
vould not help him because he 
night want to write his own 
nemoirs at some point and. 


secondly, he suspected Crick 
might want to talk about his 
time in government (no, 
really?) and he did not want to. 

However, Crick did not leave 
the premises an entirely 
deflated man. "There were two 
pluses.” he tells me. “The first 
is that I met Humphrey the cat, 
who snored in a chair in the 
waiting room. The second is 
that I had a good look at 
Hezza *s office, and I think 
we've been misinformed. From 
what I could see it is only the 
size of half a tennis court” 


How to purr 

Sir Cameron Mackintosh 
knows h<wr to throw a parly, as 
those who attended the record- 
breaking performance of Cats 
last night, and quaffed cham- 
pagne afterwards, wffl know. He 
also knows how to choose his 
words and his dates. 

Cats in fact overtook A Cho- 
rus Line to become the longest 
running musical in the West 
End or on Broadway last week, 
hot Sir Cameron was not eras- 
able then to celebrate. Also 
note the wording, “the Vftst 
End or Broadway'’. Had it said 
London or Newlfrrfc, then 15- 
year-old Cats would have been 
shown a thing or two hy 26- 
year-old The Fantasticks, stffi 
going strong hi New fork. Just 


off Broadway. Still, what's a few 
yards, and 11 years, between 
friends? Let's party. 


Is Anna a 
high-flyer? 

It’s always dangerous to give 
vent to your fantasies in print, 
as Anna Ford is fast learning. 
The newscaster and presenter 



Aerial performer? 


of Radio 4's Today confessed in 
the Spectator that after seeing 
the mesmerising Cirque du 
Solefl at the Royal Albert Hall 
she wanted to run away to cir- 
cus school and become a 
trapeze artist. Titillated, the 
Daih' Express enterprisingly 
offered to fond the project 
Now I gather that the 
French-Canadian circus troupe 
itself has heard of Ms Fora’s 
interest and is considering 


offering her a part in the show. 
The climax of the show 
involves a spectacular bungee 
ballet finale, during which 
beautiful ladies dive in 
sequence from trapezes. A cir- 
cus spokesman tells me: “We 
have seen Anna Ford on tele- 
vision and made inquiries 
about her. We would be pre- 
pared to give her the requisite 
training and a spot in the finale 
if she is up to scratch.” 

They would even supply the 
tights. Over to you. Anna. 


A Wapping 
great row 

Rupert Murdoch celebrated 
the 10th birthday of the Wap- 
ping dispute by giving his 
employees there a T-shirt and 
a dock engraved with the slo- 
gan “Ten \fears Of Achieve- 
ment' 1 . There was less har- 
mony over the weekend at the 
alternative celebrations hosted 
by the London branch of 
GMPII, the onion that repre- 
sents what is left of the print 
workers. Showing that old 
principles and old fends die 
hard, the London branch’s 
806-strong party; addressed by 
Ibqy Benn. was boycotted by 
all of GMPTTs national 
officers. 

The national office and the 
London branch Called to agree 
on tactics 10 years ago and 
have been disagreeing ever 
since. Eagle Eye will be pre- 
senting them all with a Dm 
Years Of Argument T-shirt 


New job 
for Harriet 

I overhear an ingenious sug- 
gestion being canvassed by a 
group of Labour MPs in the 
corridors at Westminster. They 
say that Tony Blair could have 
instantly solved the Harriet 
Hannan dilemma by moving 
her from Health to Northern 
Ireland. Once ensconced at 
Stormont, she could continue 
to send one son to a Catholic 
grammar school and the other 
to a Protestant grammar 
school Alternatively, she could 
be very progressive and send 
both her sons to an integrated 
school. 

None of the aforesaid MPs is 
brave enough to put the sug- 
gestion to Mr Blair. Pity. 


HRH Greta 

I see the Oxford Union is to 
debate the motion: “This 
House Believes that Britain 

Needs a Personal Privacy Law." 

It’s surprising to see a gov- 
ernment minister actually 
opposing the motion. Bnt 
Steven Norris, the transport 
minister, famed for his bus-load 
of lady friends, is speaking 
against. The Oxford Union 
publicises the debate with a pic- 
ture of Princess Diana and the 
quote “I want to be alone", 
attributed to Marlene Dietrich. 

Garbo, boys and girls, 
Garbo. Take 100 lines. 

Eagle Eye 


Generation Why 

by Tony Reeve and Steve Way 
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If you lose your Job through Illness, 
accident or redundancy, the last thing you 
need to worry about Is your mortgage. 
Wrth a General Accident Direct Mortgage 
Protection Plan, you wont have to. 

These days relatively few people qualify 
for income support on a mortgage. The 
ones who do receive nothing for the 
first two months and then only 50% of 
their Interest payments for the next four 
months. Even worse than that, if you 
took out yoir mortgage after 
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But It's not all doom and gloom. 

At General Accident Direct we have 
a variety of Mortgage Protection Plans. 
With us the average mortgage holder 
has pea ce-of- mind for only £15 a month. 
Cover lasts a minimum of twelve months 
and most home owners ore eligible; 
including the self-employed, part-time 
workers and fixed-term contract workers. 

Tb be eligible for cover you must have 
been m continuous employment* (at least 16 
hours a week) for the last 6 months 


the 1st October 1995, you General Accident and be between 18-59 years old. 

Direct 


won’t receive a single penny in 
support for the first nine months. 



For more Information call us on 
the number below. 


PROTECT YOUR MORTGAGE 

FREEPHONE 0800 121 008 

Please quote PRESSTIND and have your employer s name, address and postcode ready 


•CER1AIN CONDITIONS APPLY 
Lines open Monday to Friday 9am -8pm, Saturday and Sunday 9am-5pm. 
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The law and 
the stalker 


W omen around Bn Lain will shudder. 

A young mother living in Cam- 
bridgeshire, supposedly under police pro- 
tection, is raped by a stalker who had fol- 
lowed her for months. This rooming 
many women will be feeling more vul- 
nerable as a result. The perpetrator, who 
had previously attacked his victim, is still 
on the loose a fortnight after the rape. 

This case sounds like a horror film 
designed to describe a world almost 
beyond the reach of the law, in which the 
police are powerless to protect people 
against a known threat. But this is not 
Hollywood. This is not a crazed fan in pur- 
suit of a star protected by private body- 
guards. This is middle England. 

The police have said they were “com- 
fortable with the protection they were giv- 
ing the woman. They clearly underesti- 
mated the viciousness of the man they 
were dealing with. He followed his victim 
for four months, sent her letters and left 
messages on an answerphone which 
threatened violence and sexual offences. 
He then raped her in her own home. Even 
though the roan involved has a number of 
distinctive features and was in the area for 
a considerable time, the police have yet to 
identify him. 

It is too early to judge the way the 
police dealt with this case. It may have 
been that there was an operational 
shortcoming that can be easily cor- 
rected. But it is certaioly difficult to 
avoid the conclusion that the seriousness 
of the threat was not recognised, despite 
many warning signs. Everyone lives with 
the remote possibility of random vio- 


to bed, pick up the telephone or visit the 
supermarket 

After this case the police will face an 
uphill struggle if they are to convince 
women that they will be supported prop- 
erty when in danger. It may be that the 
authorities should consider, in future. 


offering 24-hour protection in such cases 
until the stalker has been dealt with. 
Whatever the details the police should 
urgently review their procedures. 

It is also time to take a careful look at 
the law covering stalking, an offence of 
which there is growing awareness. At the 
moment, a stalker, if charged at all, is 
likely at worst to face action under the 
1986 Public Order Act which provides a 
maximum £1,000 fine as punishment for 
someone found guilty of threatening 
someone else. Alternatively, a stalker can 
be bound over to keep the peace or can 
face a dvfl injunction restraining him from 


fence. But women understandably and 
riehtiv expect the police to deal with 


rightly expect the police to deal with 
someone who makes them terrified to go 


These measures are hardly draconian. 
They are unlikely to provide adequate or 
speedy protection for a woman, whose life 
can become a nrisezy before the law finally 
steps in. Here is an area in which politi- 
cians could fruitfully explore the possibil- 
ities for strengthening (he law. There are 
civil liberties to be weighed up: it would be 
a mistake to whip up hysteria over a sin- 
gle case. But eairn consideration should be 
able to generate a specific an ti-staDdng law 
along the tines of changes that have 
already been introduced in California. 

This attack occurred in the Prime Min- 
ister's constituency of Huntingdon: he 
would be better off dealing with its wor- 
rying implications than trading empty 
insults, as be did yesterday, with Labour 
over which party is soft on crime. 


We must prepare 
to get old 


T^ew fit and healthy young people spare 
a a thought for how they might pay for 
the meals on wheels, or the residential 
nursing home SO years down the road. 
About one in five people are likely to need 
long-term care once they retire. But plan- 
ning for that eventuality is not high on 
most people’s lists of priorities. 

Our population is ageing; the burden 


to fork out for the steeply rising costs of 
their grandparents' care seems increas- 
ingly unfair. 

So this is the trap that we are in: we 


expect government to make sure the sup- 
ply of long-term care will rise to meet 


of long-term care is growing. According 
to a report released yesterday by the 
think-tank IPPR and the economics con- 
sultancy London Economics, the number 
of people in need of long-term care will 
rise from 2.2 million today, consuming 
6.600 hours of care a year, to 3 J million, 
needing 9,700 hours in 2031. 

The current system is likely to come 
under increasing strain. At the moment 
only those with assets worth less than 
£16,000 are eligible for government sup- 
port. Everyone ebe is obliged to fond their 
awn care - and, if necessary, to sell their 
assets (usually their house) to do so. This 
year 40,000 people will be forced to sell 
their houses to pay for care. Relatives 
expecting to inherit a nest egg are losing 
out. Conservative backbenchers claim to 
have post bags full of complaints. 

All would be well if everyone decided 
to take out insurance to finance their care, 
should they need it. The trouble is that 
most people cannot afford to do so or will 
not. Given a choice, most people would 
prefer to spend their current income 
rather than put it by to guard against a risk 
at some distant point in the future. So a 


voluntary insurance system is full of pit- 
falls. Yet expecting the taxpayers of 2031 


demand and yet we baulk at the prospect 
of paying more taxes. There are two 
escape routes. The first would be a sweep- 
ing reform to introduce compulsory insur- 
ance for long-term care for everyone. It 
does not matter whether this is adminis- 
tered by the state or the private sector. The 
purpose would be to make the current 
working generation save for their future 
likely needs. The size of the insurance pre- 
mium would depend on ability to pay; the 
state would step in to build up credits for 
the unemployed. It would not be a tax; it 
would be saved to pay for future care. 

The second approach would be to 
encourage the creation of a new private 
insurance market for those with assets, who 
could pledge a portion of those assets to 
fund an insurance policy for their old age. 
The state would continue to provide for 
those who cannot afford their own care. 

Whatever the details of policy, the feet 
is that as a society we will have to devote 
more resources in the next 40 to 50 years 
to caring for the elderly and 3L The state 
cannot afford to stand by and just hope 
people will provide for themselves, but 
any intervention would be extremely 
politically sensitive. We need new and 
imaginative schemes, of the kind outlined 
by the IPPR, to bring together the pub- 
lic and the private - and we need to start 
work on them soon. 
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 


Romance plays little part in the lives of most child brides 


From Ms Sue Rose 

Sin You suggest (leading article: 

“Sad tale of a modern-day Juliet”, 

25 January) that child marriages 
are OK on the grounds that in 
some places they are popular 
and culturally acceptable. 

In male-dominated societies 
child marriages do not exist out 
of any sympathy for the roman- 
tic ambitions of 13-year-old girls. 
They exist to pander to the sex- 
ual tastes of men and to ensure 
that girls have little opportunity 
to develop independent lives 
and, instead, remain under the 
control of men. One tiring the 
average child wife does not have, 
as a rule, is the support and pro- 
tection to “flee" when things go 
wrong. 

It is sad that, in your attempts 
to prove your cultural tolerance, 
you end up supporting a practice 
which is killing and hurting large 
numbers of girls worldwide. Cul- 
tural practices in all their many 
forms that specifically discrimi- 
nate against females kill more 
women and girls around the 
world than any other single 
cause. 

Yours faithfully. 

Sue Rose 
London, SW11 

26 January 


is still a commonplace in many 
parts of the world. 

Despite a century of mission- 
ary schooling, despite contact 
with the West and Western ideas, 
small girls generally remain out- 
side human rights considerations. 

The marriage of seven- or 
eight-year-olds is actually on the 
increase in east Africa - sleeping 
with a virgin is believed to cure 
Aids; and JO- to 11-year-olds 
cannot be guaranteed to be 
“pure" enough. The marriage of 
rune- to 1 0-year-old girls is also 
on the increase in ftkraan, partly 
as a result of a backlash to foreign 
criticisms of Muslim practice. 
The International Conference 
on Population and Development 
in Cairo in 1994 was told that half 
a million women a year die as the 


result of complications of preg- 
nancy and childbirth: what was 


From Ms Joan Hignvm Denies 
Sir The marriage of IT-year-old 
Sarah Cook should not shock us; 
the marriage of female children 


nancy and chfldbirth: what was 
not pointed out was that many of 
these mothers are only children 
themselves. 

Sarah Cook is a lucky girl to 
arouse so much concern: but 
then she is British, and white. 
Yours sincerely, 

Joan Htgman Davies 
Upton-npon-Severn 
Worcestershire 
25 January 

The writer is a member of Anti- 
Slavery International 


Sarah Cook batik to England, 
unless die wishes it. 

She seems happy and weU- 
cared for among her “Turkish in- 
laws" and might as well remain 
there for the present. There used 
to be a tradition of betrothed 
brides going to live with their 
future in-laws, to learn the skills 
of managing a household and to 
be educated. 

Sarah might use her time learn- 
ing the language and customs of 
her adopted country and perhaps 
continuing with some kind of for- 
mal education. Knowledge is 
never wasted and if, in time, she 
and Musa can marry property, so 
much the better. If they decide to 
part, nothing will have been lost, 
she will still be young enough to 
follow another path. 

Yours etc, 

D. V. Baird 

Eastbourne, East Sussex 
26 January 


From Ms D. V Baird 
Sir: 1 cannot see any useful pur- 
pose being served by bringing 


From Mr Michael Johnson 
Sin Sarah Cook is already caught 
in a conflict between Turkish 
state law, which does not permit 
her ‘‘marriage", and Islamic law 
which apparently does. The posi- 
tion is similar in the UK, where 
the minimum age for marriage is 
imposed for social and civil rea- 
sons, not because of dogma: the 
Christian churches accepted child 
marriages for centuries. At the 
same time, this reaction lays us 
open to the charge of hypocrisy. 


because under-age sex and preg- 
nancies happen here and we tol- 
erate them while still forbidding 
marriage before 16. 

There is a real risk of letting 
this rather pathetic case balloon 
into a dash of cultures, in which 
the arguments would not all be 
on the British side. The backwash 
could seriously weaken our cred- 
ibility when with other govern- 
ments we take a moral position 
in pressing Turkey on funda- 
mental human rights issues. It 
could also further damage under- 
standing be tween Islam and west- 
ern Europe, including Britain. 

None of that would help Sarah. 
If she were in the UK, the case 
would be handled according to 
UK law and policy. As she is in 
Turkey she should be allowed to 
await the decision of the courts 
and, as she grows op, to decide 
with her family what to do. 
Yours faithfully, 

Michael Johnson 
London, N6 
28 January 


Fast track, 
but to where? 


From Professor Joan Freeman 
Sir. Acceleration or fast tracking 
(to use the American term) of 
bright children in schools (“Blair 
fast track scheme for schools", 29 
January) is rare in continental 
Europe, where the academic suc- 
cess of the children does not 
appear to have suffered. 

Acceleration is often asad mow 
for the children. European 
research shows they lose the com- 
panionship of their own age group, 
feel themselves to be undersized, 
are not as frequently packed for the 
sports team, and so on. 

Acceleration is just what it says, 
speedier learning, without time to 
round out understanding or to 
experiment with different 
approaches. It-fs a sticking plaster 


tem. Our children deserve better. 
Yours faithfully, 

Joan Freeman 
London, WI 
29 January 


From AOs VA. Bunion 
Sin The Tkrkish mayor who is 
supporting 1 3-year-old Sarah 
Cook’s marriage to a waiter says 
“girls mature earlier in the 
desert". 

Have you been to Braintree? 
Yours faithfully, 

V ADUNTON 

Bishop's Stratford, Hertfordshire 
29 January 


Medical litigation 
and legal aid 


From Dr Anthony Barton 
Sin Lord Woolfs inquiry Access 
to Justice now turns to the diffi- 
culties of medical litigation. 

Most medical and drug claims 
are legally aided. The Legal Aid 
Board usually relies on the 
advice of plaintiff lawyers in 
deciding whether to fund a 
claim. Such advice is not inde- 
pendent, as the lawyers have a 


pecuniary interest in advancing 
the case. The success rate of 


the case. The success rate of 
medical claims is only 12 per 
cent (according to the Board) 
and negligible for drug claims. 


Legal aid encourages lawyers 
to speculate with public funds in 
the name of justice to such little 
benefit for patients, and with 
apparently scant regard for 
the merits of the case or the qual- 
ity of representation. Scarce 
funds are diverted from medical 
care to irrecoverable legal costs. 
Too often lawyers are the only 
beneficiaries. 

The grant of legal aid must be 
based on independent advice if 
medical litigation is not to be a 
self-serving industry for lawyers 
at the expense of patients. 

Yours faithfully, 

Anthony Barton 
London, N1 
25 January 


Passing toy costs 
down the line 


Man about the House - a zany new sitcom 


I didn't watch the first episode of 
77b? House, the BBC’s behind-the- 


X77k? House, the BBC’s behind-the- 
scenes look at what really goes on at 
the Royal Opera House. 1 had imag- 
ined that it would be about opera, a 
dead art form 1 am, sadly, congeni- 
tally unable to enjoy. 

However, it was clear listening to 
my friends in the next seven days that 
I had not missed a programe about 
opera. I had missed the best thing 
since Faulty Towers. Now, I am prob- 
ably alone in the civilised world in 
not having seen Fawity Towers , but 
you don't actually have to have seen 
Fawhy Towers to know all about it - 
you only have to be present at con- 
versations where Basil Fawity is 
rerun by those present. Where two 
or three are gathered together, saith 
the Good Book, then one of them 
shall say “Don’t mention the war!" 
and another shall say, "Meester 
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Fawity" in a mock- Spanish accent, 
and behold everyone shall fall 
around laughing. 

Thus it is that although 1 have 
never seen these episodes, I know all 
about (he visit of the health inspec- 
tor, and the discovery of the dead 
body, and the one where Basil gets 
a meal in from a local restaurant, 
because 1 have pieced them together 
from re-enactments by friends. And 
that is how I recognised that this new 


thing called The House was a true 
descendant of Fawity Towers , be- 
cause people were talking about it 
in the same do-y ou- remember - that - 
bit-where-that-awful-woman sort of 
way ... 

“Oh, God, do you remember that 
bit where this woman who is playing 
Carmen at short notice is told they 
can't give her any free tickets for her 
family? Oh, God, do you remember 
that bit where the marketing bloke, 
or is it the other one, starts throwing 
phones about in his fury? Oh, God, 
do you remember that bit where 
Jeremy Isaacs makes a prat of him- 
self in front of the board 

And this was just after the first 
episode, which gave me time to 
recant and join in. If it were not a 
programme about opera bul a new 
sitcom, then obviously it was worth 
watching. And I watched, and peo- 
ple were right. It was a very funny 


programme. The plot was unbeliev- 
able, of course. In real life an opera 
house would not make the crass mis- 
take of hiring the same designer to 
design two productions opening al 
about the same time. In real life they 
wouldn’t make their leading dancer 
do a dress rehearsal on a floor so 
slippy that she kept falling over, nor 
would she in real life be called 
Darcey Bussell. In real life they 
wouldn't spend thousands of pounds 
just getting two shire horses on stage 
for a Janacck opera ... 

“Oh. yes. they would,” I was told 
by a friend who had worked in 
opera for a year or two before 
returning to theatre production. 
“Things like this are always hap- 
pening. The reason that such things 
happen is that opera is a crazy 
world and the people tend to 
become the same. Opera is fantasy, 
so their lives become fantasy as 
well, or at least they come (p apply 
different standards of logic to ufc. 
Jeremy Isaacs really, genuinely 
believed that a fly-on-the-wall 
documentary would do the Royal 
Opera House a favour. He told 
Melvyn Bragg so on Radio 4. He 
told him it would show the public 
how they are now balancing the 
books and getting their money's 
worth. As the programmes are 


showing the exact opposite this sug- 
gests either that Isaacs is round the 
bend or working in a world where 
normal roles do not apply. 

Til tell you a story,” my friend 
continued. “I briefly worked with the 
Belfast Opera for a season. Now, 
although the soloists are all profes- 
sional over there, the chorus is com- 
posed of amateurs. One of the keen- 
est amateur singers is, or was then, 
a local judge. Every time be featured 
in a production, he had to be accom- 
panied by at least two bodyguards 
wherever he went, including on 
stage, so the bodyguards also had to 
put on operatic costume and go out 
in the chorus with him, to make sure 
he was not shot at. At all times there 


From Mr Bill Jordan 
Str. You carried the news of a 
proposed take-over of Hasbro, 
maker of Sindy and Cabbage 
Patch dolls, by Mattel, producer 
of Barbie dolls (“Barbie eyes up 
Action Man in Tbytown battle”, 
26 January). How would this 
possible take-over affect those 
who work for these two firms? It 
is no secret that most of their toys 
are made in factories in China 
and Thailand, which compete 
fiercely to win production con- 
tracts from the large brand-name 
toy companies. 

Your article described Has- 
bro's chairman, Alan Hassen- 
feld, admitting that he has to be 
more “aggressive”. We hope that 
this aggression does not fall on 
the tem of thousands of workers 
in China and other Asian conn- 


tries who work for Hasbro’s and 
Mattel's subcontractors. 

At least 2S0 Asian toy workers 
have been killed in the last four 
years - 90 per cent of them 
women, and many of them child 
labourers. It was in a Thai factory 
which made Hasbro’s Cabbage 
Patch dolls that the world’s worst 
factory fire occurred, in which 
188 people were burnt alive, in 
1993. 

Wbat is needed is a new global 
code of conduct signed by toy 
manufacturers - and Mattel and 
Hasbro as the world leaders 
could show the way - to ensure 
that contracts drawn up with 
sub-contractors include sections 
which deal with workers’ rights. 
Yours sincerely. 

Bill Jordan 

General Secretary 

International Confederation of 

Free Trade Unions 

Brussels 

26 January 


Eminent ‘friends’ 
of the criminal 


From Mr John Morgan 
Sin Michael Howard accuses the 
Labour Party of being the crimi- 
nal’s friend because it failed to 
support Government measures 
to increase police stop and search 
powers and remove a suspect's 
right to silence. These measures 
specifically contravene the Fourth 
and Fifth Amendments of the US 
constitution, which form part of 
the US Bill of Rights. They are 
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to cover up for a poor base sys- 
tem. Our children deserve better. 


From MrR. G. Skilling 
Sin Scots soldiers serving in 
Northern Ireland are glad their 
children are educated there or in 
Scotland and not in England. 
Why can Scots and Irish educate 
children when England, appar- 
ently, cannot? 

Yours, 

R.G. Skilling 
Guildford, Surrey 


Prison staff pay 


were two fully armed security men in 
the chorus, dressed in 18th-century 


the chorus, dressed in 18 th-century 
costume, bristling with guns and 
unable to sing. Still, the judge's 
friends, as we railed them, did learn 
the words and mouthed them along 
with the others ... 

“Now, I challenge you to think of 
any other branch of the performing 
arts where such a crazy situation 
could be thought passably normal 
and where the inmates come to think 
of their fantasy world as the real 
world.” 

I couldn’L Apart from the House 
of Commons, oi course. 


From Mr Mark Leech 
Sir. The announcement that the 
prison service is to cut the num- 
ber of prison officers by almost 
3,000 will have a profound effect 
on control inside our penal sys- 
tem, but a more effective solution 
to the problem of overstaffing is 
available. 

The working practices of the 
English prison service have long 
since been the dictate of the 
Prison Officers Association. 
Despite the fact that less than 20 
per cent of prison officers actu- 
ally work with prisoners in the ceil 
blocks, all officers earn exactly 


the same amount (area £18,000), 
dependent not so much on their 
responsibility as length of service. 
Baying for all these officers, when 
only a small proportion actually 


do the essential work, is at the 
root of the massive problem of 
staffing costs. 

Ayear ago the Scottish Prison 
Service tackled this problem by 
introducing a radical restructur- 
ing that placed prison officers into 

one of five pay bands-, those in the 

cell blocks who took the most 
risks received the most money, 
while those, for example, who 
manned the prison gate received 
a lesser amount — meaning a. 
£5,000 per annum cut in pay. 

^Had Michael Howard ado pt ed 
tins approach, there would be no 
ne«|d for these inept cuts in prison 

Yours sincerely, 

Mark Leech 
Editor 

The Prisoners’ Handbook 

Bristol 

25 January 


politician seeking to restrict them 
would be committing political sui- 
cide. Does Mr Howard therefore 
think that all American presi- *4 
dents and. Supreme Court justices 
for the last 200 years, including 
Thomas Jefferson, Abraham Lin- 
coln and even Ronald Reagan, 
were “criminals’ friends"? 

Yours faithfully, 

John Morgan ' 

London, SW18 
29 January 


Rigorous refunds 


Sic transit Brutus 



From Ms Bridget Clarke 
Sin With reference to the Rev 
Andrew McLuskey's Latin rag 
(letter, 26 January), I under- 
stand it was Brutus who adsum 
iam forte (or even Granada). 


Caesar aderatl Brutus was then 
sic in omnibus , while Caesar sc 
mat. 

Yours faithfully, 

Bridget Clarke 
B anham, 

Norfolk 

26 January 


From Mr Jain MacLaren 
Sir: Can I assure Peter Castle 
(letter, 29 January) lha! the 
Inland Revenue will deal with any 
repayments due to his clients in 
the same rigorous manner. I 
recently received a letter regard- 
ing an overpayment of tax which 
bad accrued Ip of repayment 
interest The amount overpaid, of 
3p, has been allocated to our 
account, and I am to be contacted 
about the interest in the near 
future. 

Yours faithfully, ' 

Iain MacLaren 
Honorary Treasurer 
Thames Tradesmen’s 
Rowing Gub 
London, W4 


Post letters to Letters to the 
Editor, and Include a daytime 
telephone number. (Fax: 0171- 
293 2056; e-mail: letters® 
wdependenLce.Bk) Letters may 
be edited for length and darifa 
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comment 


p J^ s ^ ow ’ dirty, and it’s personal 

olitieians deplore abusive soundbites — then put the boot in. It will be a very negative election campaign 


gEsssaasass 

up, 

H 001 *^ ^Conservative m£ 
“ 1 5 e gg* ^ Commons. MP _ 
SiCc^ r SnOUt " MP s soundbiic 

- togs grunt - soundbite - slaver a 
well-fauwn actor's voice intones: ThS 
has been the greediest, sleaziest Oo£ 


Conservative strategists will retort 
(nat they are only using the gap 
between Labour actions and rhetoric 
to point up policy failures, a legitimate 
tactic. A traditional one. also: attacks 
on left-wing leaders for their hypocrisy 
arc as old as progressive politics, 
rox. Gladstone. Lloyd George. Wil- 
son - all would have failed the Cen- 
tral Office “do as I say. not as I do” 


eminent in modem British hfctmv ' * ,. ICC do 351 1 ***' no1 » * do” 

Here’s another rou^h cut 7ohn If?’ A,! wer e far grander in their pri- 
Major is shown in action during ihelaS — a PP? ,,les than ,n a* least. 



election campaign, making his now- 
notonous promises on taxation and the 

K"“* «ar - catch him 

bdbre he strikes again” snarls the voice 
Or another, clips of Asil Nadir. Octav 
Botnar and Kamlesh Pattni, all or them 
I»st Tory donors and “wanted for ques- 

!™P ’ “ d lhen of Nazmu VfranL 
jailed m 1 994. ‘•Which panv is really the 
fnendr ’ sneers the voice 
Which party pocketed their cash 7 ” 

All right, 1 made them up. I have no 
idea if there are Labour-supporting 
copy-wnters working on these or sim- 
ilar lines in some Soho ad agency. 

My point is only that the Conserv- 
atives ought to be careful about the 
kind of personalised attacks being 
launched against Labour, however 
tempting they may be. A certain 
mutual restraint is the foundation of 
respectable polilics. The Central 
Office billboard campaien against 
Harriet Harman was probably irre- 
sistible: Michael Heseltine's assertion 
that Labour is “traditionally on the 
side of the villain" should have been 
resisted. If I am concerned about the 
Government’s legislation on asylum- 
seekers. does that make me the mug- 
ger’s mate? Apparently it does. 


of their demagoguery. 

Labour could equally well argue 
that by reminding voters of the mis- 
behaviour of individual Tory MPs and 
of past embarrassments over party 

funding, they were “really” exposing 
what happens when one party has 
been in power for loo long. They may 
also consider that the public, faced 
with the crimes of sending a boy to a 
grammar school or. alternatively, mis- 
leading them about their taxes, may 
regard the latter as worse. 

But the problem is the tone of the 
attacks, not the content, and politicians 
know this as weJJ as ibe rest of us. 
Everyone can spol the slither into the 
siune pit. When Michael Howard tries 
to smear Labour as pro-crime and 
Labour attacks him as a cynical racist, 
both sides know what they’re doing. 

And ihe frustrating thing is that the 
crudest, most bitter attacks really are 
a diversion. There are vital gaps and 
political failures to he attacked and 
highly effective ways of attacking them 
that don’t involve nastiness. 

For instance, the best Tory response 
to Labour's problems over selective 
schools is to try to jemmy apart the 
inconsistencies in Opposition policy 
and offer something more coherent 


Everyone can spot 
the slither into 
the slime pit 

themselves. This they will certainly try 
to do. Ministers and advisers are 
already preparing a switch in policy on 
schooling, so that pupil selection will 
be openly embraced and defended, 
rather than being sneaked into the 
state system, as now. 

Some members of the Cabinet 
would like to bring in selection with 
vouchers too, but John Major is still 
uncommitted. A likelier outcome is 
lhaL the Tories will use their election 
manifesto to propose an extension of 
selection along with the expansion of 
grant-maintained schools. There would 
be no return to the 11-plus exam but 
there would be a promise of new 
grammar schools and new specialist 
schools in a more diverse system. 

If the polls are anything to go by, the 
electoral impact would be favourable: 
a Harris poll for the Daily Telegraph 
earlier this month found 54 per cent 
in favour of a return to full selection, 
as in most of Britain’s competitor 


countries. But such a shift would also 
put pressure on Labour's logic. The 
party believes in streaming and setting 
inside schools, dividing children by 
classroom. How different in principle 
is this kind of selection from having 
different schools'? That is the kind of 
hard-edged political attack a confident 
Conservative Party would be relying 
on, rather than the somewhat petty 
tone of the anti-Harman campaign. 

In a similar way, the Labour Party 
has a whole ammunition depot of dev- 
astating material to use against the 
Conservative tax record without stoop- 
ing to calling Major a liar. Personal or 
abusive campaigning is bad for all 
politicians because most voters listen 
to it and believe both sides: they 
agree that Labour are hypocrites and 
that the Tories are sleazy. Their dis- 
gust is general to the activity, not spe- 
cific to one party or another. 

Here, though, we come to the final 
layer of political double-think. Most 
politicians would, if asked, agree with 
almost everything in this column. In 
private, even the most senior people 
deplore the rise of abusive soundbites, 
profess to be despairing about the 
level of exchanges in Prime Minister’s 
question-time and say they are deeply 
worried about the public’s cynical dis- 
missal of democratic politics. 

But then they go out and start 
kneeing one another in the privates, 
returning desperately to the vituper- 
ation like alcoholics going back to the 
bottle. They say they abhor recent 
developments in American politics, 
where “negative campaigning” reigns 
unchallenged, and millions are spent 
on bilious attacks on the opponent’s 
morals, record, intelligence and 


motives. But every indication is that 
the 1996-97 campaign in Britain will 
be similar and designed to be similar: 
the main parties are even sending their 
apparatchiks off to Wishing! on to 
watch and to learn how it’s done. 

Why? It seems the whole self-regard- 
ing crew who have tried to make demo- 
cratic politics into a pseudo-science 
have finally cowed the politicians. Min- 
isters and shadow ministers regard the 
ad-gurus, the pollsters, the spin- 
philosophers and the campaign strate- 
gists. particularly if they are American, 
or have once met some Americans, 
with awe. Some of these political par- 
asites have damaged the reputation of 
democracy, shallowed debate and pro- 
duced horrible own-goals- 1 think a few 
fresh-sounding arguments from politi- 
cians. delivered in dear E nglish, would 
be vastly more effective. But in our sci- 
entific age, these people are now- 
regarded as gods. 

Or at least as experts, which is bet- 
ter. Few politicians care nearly as 
much for the reputation of politics as 
they do about defeating the other lot. 
If they are told negative campaigning 
works, they will giggle and assent to 
stuff which would make them, as pri- 
vate citizens, deeply uneasy. 

I prefer to end such columns on an 
optimistic note. But on this subject it 
is impossible to be jaunty: first indi- 
cations are that we are in for a filthy, 
degrading campaign. If the party 
leaders go that way and then, when 
it’s over, complain about the dan- 
gerous cynicism infecting our democ- 
racy, then we should treat (heir 
protestations with contempt. That 
would be one act of collective 
hypocrisy too far. 


Behind the Sara Keays row lies the question: is it acceptable to subject a child to media scrutiny? 

Glare that marks for life 


S ara Keays, Lord Parkinson, the 
High Court and Brian Sedgemore 
MP have succeeded in creating an 
extraordinary tangle of legal barbed 
wire. Keays wants publicity for her 
handicapped daughter and her treat- 
ment. Parkinson, the father, does not 
and has the backing of the High Court 
that such publicity would not be in the 
child’s interest. And Sedgemore, 
under protection of parliamentary 
privilege, has named the parties in a 
Commons motion backing Keays. Yes- 
terday the media and lawyers were 
showing signs of hyperventilation 
when discussing Lhe issue. 

But what, beyond legal wrangles, is 
the issue? In essence it is this: how can 
children be used and who decides? In 
the Keays case, matters of politics and 
personality may be as important as 
general principles. But I cannot, under 
all this barbed wire, discuss them 
here, so I must stick to generalities. 

The case has much in common 
with that of Jaymee Bowen. Known for 
a long time as “Child B". Bowen was 
refused NHS treatment for leukaemia. 
Legally she could not be named. But 
her father obtained private treatment 
and wished to pay for it by selling her 
story to the Daily Mirror. The Mirror 
would only do the story if Child B 
could be identified and, eventually, the 
courts agreed on the basis that the 
treatment, which might be life-saving, 
must constitute a greater good for the 
child than privacy. 

But the belief that children ought to 
be protected from publicity is clearly 
well-founded. Publicity is a kind of 
absolute. It places you perpetually on 
the files of the media and, potentially, 
for the rest of your life it makes you 
recognisable. Like innocence, com- 
plete privacy once lost cannot be 
regained. In fact, the High Court 
injunction protecting the Keays child 
is known as a Mary Bell order. Bell, as 
an 11 -year-old. killed two children in 
1 968. She now lives under a new iden- 
tity, to protect her from her own child- 
hood notoriety - a clear example of the 
permanence of a media “baptism". 

Rightly, therefore, we assume that 
children "should not be exposed. Chil- 
dren might not agree; most are daz- 
zled by the idea of any kind of fame. 
But then many children probably want 
to drink, smoke, gamble or have sex. 
Publicity is like all of those things: 
habit-forming and life-changing. They 
all require a reasonably mature mind 
to grasp their implications. Making a 
child famous, as Michael Jackson 
should testify, is risky. 

Pop fame, in general, is seen as 
good, Most parents, perhaps fool- 
ishly, would not resist. Legal or inti- 
mate fame or notoriety is differenL In 
most of these cases the courts and par- 
ents would agree: protect the child. 
The memory of some celebrated case 
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or scandal should not be allowed to 
taint the whole of a life. 

Bui in both the Keays and the 
Bowen cases, courts and parents have 
been at odds. The courts have applied 
the ideal of privacy, one parent in each 
case has wanted publicity. Their argu- 
ment has been that, in these unusual 
circumstances, publicity represents an 
indisputable good - it would help 
money to be raised for a desirable end 
or it would provide support for a wor- 
thy cause. So two apparent virtues col- 
lide: the protection of the child and the 
raising of money for beneficial med- 
ical treatment; the state's ideals ver- 
sus those of the parents. 

This notion of publicity as an 
absolute good is, in fact, central to our 
culture - as central, in its way, as our 
belief that children require protection. 

Like innocence, 
complete privacy 
once lost cannot be 
regained 


It is based on the democratic assump- 
tion that informing the people is 
intrinsically better than keeping them 
in Ignorance and it is, to a greater or 
lesser extent, built into almost every 
type of institution. At its best it gen- 
uinely helps us to make informed deci- 
sions; at its worst it justifies the crud- 
est exploitation. The outs ’n’ sluts 
shows on American television, in 
which victims are persuaded to reveal 
their most intimate lives, can claim 
that it is both psychologically healthy 
to reveal yourself and democratically 
desirable. The wrecked family, drunk 
on the momentary fame of television, 
can, in a sufficiently crazed democra- 
tic society, be made to seem as signif- 
icant as the Watergate investigation. 

The problem is that claims for the 
benefits of publicity can become very 
tenuous indeed. Obviously neither 
democracy nor human well-being is 
really served by the mad confessions 
on these television shows. But what 
about those cases on the evening 
news bulletins where police parade 
parents of missing children, often in 
tears, before the media? 

These events are taken to be good 


things either because they might help 
find the child or because they will 
provide a warning for other parents. 
They are intended to use the emotions 
aroused by a child lost or perhaps in 
distress to achieve a specific end. The 
parents have derided to use the miss- 
ing child and their own emotions to 
earn the co-operalion of the media. 

The media interest is dearly in the 
drama, the sensation, and the police 
would claim to be exploiting this inter- 
est for reasonable ends. The routine, 
■ however, has taken over, the event has 
become a convention, the appeal for 
help or the warning has become sec- 
ondary, almost unnoticeable. 

Sara Keays and Jaymee Bowen’s 
father wished to break the legal pro- 
tection of their children for a very def- 
inite reason. In both cases the claim 
is very dean specific medical benefits 
will ensue from the publicity. They, as 
parents, have decided that these ben- 
efits outweigh the benefits of privacy. 

This must be a subjective judge menu 
However calculable the benefits will be, 
nobody knows what price the children 
will pay for being famous. In addition, 
however honourable the motives in 
these cases, other parents might have 
less respectable reasons. They might 
expect to make money out of their 
child’s fame, they may wish to settle 
some score, they may, like the nuts ’n’ 
sluts, fancy the idea of being famous. 

AH of which is to say that there must 
be a strong public interest in the uses 
to which children are put, even when 
those uses appear to w obviously vir- 
tuous. The legal principle of parens 
patriae - which means that the slate has 
a parental role towards its citizens - is 
a good one, even if it seems to conflict 
with the demands of liberty. Bizarre as 
it may sound, we are ail, to some 
degree, children of the state. 

In fact, this principle is more impor- 
tant than ever, to balance the increas- 
ing demands of publicity. Even the 
most libertarian observer must 
acknowledge that the extremes of 
media intrusion go far beyond the 
democratic right to know. This is bad 
enough when some adult is persecuted, 
intolerable when a child is involved. 

Inevitably the lines are finely drawn. 
Children cannot be utterly protected 
and parents cannot be completely free 
to use them as they like. I don't know 
what justice in the Keays case would 
be, Tm not sure anybody does. But it 
is clear that this is the latest twist in a 
private story defined at every stage by 
the demands of sensational publicity. 
It dramatises the extraordinary power 
of the media to raise the stakes, to add 
new and often fri ghte ning dimensions 
to perennial human predicaments. We 
live in a world that great forces wish 
to make transparent: all the more rea- 
son, therefore, to protect the possibil- 
ity of opacity. 



Sara Keays waits publicity for her daughter; the High Court maintains 
it would not be fn the child’s interest Photograph: Tom Pilston 


Yfleritage Lottery Fund s» Take good care in the park 
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rage Loneiy Fund of an 
ambitious funding programme for 
urban parks is timely and welcome. 
Parks are uniquely valued parts of our 
urban landscape and, in spite of seri- 
ous patterns of decline, more than 8 
million people will visit their local 
park today. , . 

It is the social role that parks play 
in urban communities that is perhaps 
their most important contemporary 

function -as a realm of freedom man 

otherwise expensive and regulated 

world. In this there are 
differences from the era in which the 
great Victorian town parks ' w [fr e 
developed. They were established to 
provide an escape from disease, over- 


crowding and promiscuous social 
behaviour. 

It is this difference between then 
and now that raises potential prob- 
lems for the best use of lottery money. 
The lottery guidelines naturally em- 
phasise heritage, conservation and 
restoration themes; and because it is 
capital money, there is a consequent 
emphasis on landscapes, artefacts, 
the refurbishment of anginal build- 
ings, appropriate Victorian fixtures 
and fittin gs and so on. But the dan- 
gers of it becoming a “new park- 
railings fund” must be avoided. ’ 


ANOTHER VIEW 


Ken Worpole 

is already ample evidence that large 
sums of money spent on restoring 
original buildings without a pro- 
gramme of community consultation, 
development and involvement, will 

end in tears, as restored feattires are 
vandalised or burnt out again. 

Applicants should apply some of 
their hai-dea thmlring to the questions 


of safety and security. Parks are part 
of a continuum of contested public 
spaces in British towns and cities 
today, and problems of safety are sim- 
ply addressed by the solution: more 
CCTV cameras, please. This will not 
do, even though at least o ne p ark in 
the North-east now has CCTV cam- 
eras and Ooodlighis operating a dawn- 
to-dusk security regime among the 
play equipment and floral borders. 

Elsewhere, parks managers are 
attempting to “crowd out crime" 
through events, encouraging more 
people back into parks, providing pro- 
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grammed activities and decent toilets, 
cafes and well designed play areas. 

lb be fair, the “heritage" guidelines 
display a sensitivity to these pressing 
social issues. But they also need to 
consider the unique role that parks 
now play as “public goods” in debates 
about urban environmental sustain- 
ability, b ringing together ecological, 
social and cultural concerns in the 
one place. Will lottery funding not 
only allow parks to respect the past 
but also, and perhaps more impor- 
tantly, anticipate a more sustainable 
future? 

The writer was one of the authors of the 
Comedia/Demos report ‘Park Life : 
urban parks and social renewal'. 


An investment 
in our future 


I f I had been subjected to 
selection, I would have failed 
at 11 and finished school at 14. 
Fortunately, one teacher in- 
spired me just in time. 1 want 
every child in Britain to have 
what I had. A good teacher, a 
chance to specialise, the core 
skills to go on learning and lots 
and lots of second chances. 

We all now seem agreed on 
one thing: education is go in £ to 
be central to the next election. 
Given last week’s angry parlia- 
mentary exchanges, this may 
seem something of a mixed 
blessing. But underneath the 
bombast and bluster of the 
pany political dogfight, quite a 
lot of consensus is emerging. 

There is wide agreement on 
the importance of education for 
Britain’s future economic suc- 
cess and social cohesion - and 
for a liberal society in which no 
one is enslaved by poverty, 
ignorance or conformity. 

There is acceptance of the 
crucial role of pro-school edu- 
cation, the idea of life-long 
learning, the importance of the 
information revolution. 

Dr Christina Townsend, the 
chief executive of BTEC, the 
vocational qualifications coun- 
cil. made the point in a recent 
article that after the battles of 
the Sixties, there is a broad con- 
sensus that baric stalls go hand 
in hand with creativity. And 
after the battles of (he Eighties 
and early Nineties over structure 
and control, there is consensus 
that diversity can go band in 
hand with high standards. 

Sadly, her hope that this 
marks the end of ideological 
conflict in education is likely to 
prove illusory. But her con- 
tention that the debate must 
now be about practicalities - 
“how best to deliver what we all 
agree needs to be delivered'’ - 
must surely be correct. 

Any programme to raise 
standards in schools will need 
three strands. First, better back- 
up and support for schools 
after inspertions - after all, 
you don't get fitter just by 
weighing yourself. Second, 
more involvement of parents in 
their children’s education, 
based on new parent-school 
agreements - which I first advo- 
cated eight years ago. And 
third, higher teaching stan- 
dards. That doesn't just mean 
isolating bad teaching. It means 
giving incentives - such as sab- 
baticals - to good teachers. 

But the biggest challenge is to 
create a truly effective structure 
for life-long learning. Education 
remains a one-chance event for 
too many in Britain - and qual- 
ity varies wildly. So to start with 
we need pre-school education 
for all children from the age of 
three. Everyone is agreed on its 
value. But without the money to 
make it happen, “valuing pre- 
school education", like every 
other good educational inten- 
tion, is meaningless waffle. 

In the classroom, wc should 
be using information technol- 
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ogy to help children learn at the 
pace which suits them. Multi- 
media integrated learning sys- 
tems can enthuse the brightest 
and encourage the weakest - 
with arguably far more impact 
than old-fashicmed accelerated 
learning schemes. 

In secondary school ever, 
pupil should have the chance t< • 
map out their own curricular 
path. We mustn’t confuse selec- 
tion with specialisation. School 
should be encouraged to 
develop in their own distinctive 
ways, forging partnerships with 
other schools, including school 
in the privaLe sector, to help 
individual students to pursuu 
their own chosen paths. 

Finally, beyond 14, we shoukl 
be reshaping the whole curricu- 
lum structure, breaking dowi. 


Education is a 
one-chance event 
for too many 


the divide between “academic 
and ’Vocational", higher and 
further education; transforming 
narrow A-Jevels into a broad - 
based, modular curriculum tiki, 
the international baccalaureate: 
making degrees credit-based: ali 
providing a framework for life- 
long learning in which everyone 
is guaranteed a period of edu- 
cation or training at a time of 
their choice in adult life. 

This is a radical agenda. Anti 
it will cost money. We propose 
an extra £2bo - raised, if nec- 
essary. with an extra penny on 
income tax - dedicated solely ti > 
funding pre-school education 
from three, to put right some of 
the damage done by school 
cuts, and to boost post-sebooi 
education and training. I am 
not talking about a single bud- 
get of extra cash but a decade 
of investment in education. 

Deep down, underneath the 
blood and thunder of the polit- 
ical slanging match, everyone 
knows that is what needs to be 
done. Is our confrontational 
political debate really going to 
stop it coming to the surface? 

There is a duty on everyone 
concerned with the future o:' 
education to seize this oppor- 
tunity and make sure we makc 
the commitment, the change* 
and the investment to give 
Britain an education system 
that will guarantee our future 
in the next century. 

The writer is leader of the Libera: 
Democrats. 


Don’t Take Any 
Chances Wben Burote 
Leather Furmtiire 



Chesterfield 2-sealer leather settee, S599 inc. VAT 
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Market Report: Airtours 


Granada stalked 
Pearson with 
offer worth £5bn 




MATHEW HORS MAN 

Media Editor 


Granada spent seven months 
Jast year stalking Pearson, the 
media and financial services 
company, but abandoned a 
potential bid when it emerged 
(hat the Cowdray family would 
not accept an oner of up to £9 
a share. 

It is believed that Granada, 
which last week won a two- 
month battle for Forte, the 
hotels and restaurants concern, 
was preparing a break-up bid to 
secure Pearson's range of me- 
dia assets, which include 
Thames Television, the inde- 
pendent television production 
company, and Grundy World- 
wide, makers of the soap. 
Neighbours. 

At £9 a share, Pearson would 
be worth just over £5bn. The 
Cowdray family, with Lazard 
Brothers, the merchant bank 
controlled by Pearson, whose 
chairman is Lord Blakenham, 
own 21 per cent of the group- 
making a hostile bid hard to wm. 

Neither Granada nor Pearson 


would comment A Granada 
source said the management 

for the takeover 

deep in negotiations to sell 

parts of the hotels empire. 

Meanwhile, Marriott, the US 
hotels group mentioned as a 
possible buyer for some of the 
Fbrte properties, yesterday said 
it had turned down an offer 
from Granada for an asset swap 
involving Forte’s Meridien and 
Exclusive chains. 

Granada’s interest in Pearson 
has long been rumoured in the 
market But analysts said most 
potential bidders would be put 
off by the family stake. 

“Tnis is a very difficult com- 
pany to Cake over, as others have 
already discovered,” a Pearson 
insider said. “Even Rupert Mur- 
doch couldn’t do it with 20 per 
cent in his pocket.’ 7 

Mr Murdoch made a run at 
the company in the late 1980s, 
eventually building a 20 per cent 
stake he later sold at a profit. 

Analysts said a bid would 
have made sense for Granada, 
but only at a maximium price of 


£9, winch Henderson Crosth- 
waite has calculated to be the 
maximum break-up value of the 
group. Pearson shares dosed at 
650jp last night, toward the high 
end of analysts’ trading ranges. 
It is believed the share price al- 
ready includes a marginal bid 
premium. 

Granada's interest came as 
little surprise to media analysts, 
who pointed out that Pearson has 
long had a reputation for sleepy 
management, and has only re- 
cently moved to reduce back-of- 
fice costs following a two-year 
strategic shift from luxury gpods 
and services to media. 

“Some of what they are do- 
ing now is dearly aimed at 
beading off a potential bid,” said 
one leading media analyst. 

There has also been specu- 
lation that Pearson and MAX, 
the financial services and me- 
dia group headed by Lord Hol- 
lkk, could merge their financial 
operations, in a move to pre- 
empt any break-up bid of either 
company. The two are partners 
in the new Channel S service. 

Pearson called in analysts in 
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Keeping it In the family: Lord 


December to paint a downbeat 
picture of current trading. City 
houses consequently lowered 
their estimates for 1995 to 
about £240m, not counting a 
one-off gain of £466m from the 
sale of Pearson’s 14 per cent 


Blakenham, chairman of Pearson, which analysts say could present a difficult takeover target Photograph. Herbie Knott 

stake in BSkyB, the satellite management consultants to cut The company’s three main lines chief executive of 
broadcaster. It also announced a few costs," said one analyst- of business will report to three viaon,jvul lev ;i f 0r 

it would incur £32m in addi- “Most companies would have senior executives. David Bed. j^nsibihty n;T1Tm . oL David 
uomd restructuring costs, fol- laken iasechams long ago.' farmer Airfaecutive of the ft- ^an- 


tional restructuring costs, fol- 
lowing changes to back-office 
systems. 

“They spent a fortune on 


entertainment ventures. 


Westdeutsche 
Landesbank 
buys Pan mure 


Persimmon’s agreement on Ideal under bid threat 


MAGNUS GR1MOND 


JOHN 0SENHAMMER 

financial Editor 


Westdeutsche Landesbank 
yesterday became the latest 
German {pant to make an 
important investment banking 
push in the City, with the pur- 
chase of the broker Panmure 
Gordon from NationsBank of 
the US. The purchase price was 
not disclosed, but is believed to 
be around £35m. 

Panmure Gordon has been 
bought to plug the equities 
gap, which is the main weakness 
in WestLB's plans to build up 
a global investment banking 

E resence through its London- 
ased uniX West Merchant 
Bank. 

"This is an important 
building block on which we 
hope to expand our European 
equities activities as well as 
looking to increasing in emerg- 
ing markets," said Patrick 
Macriougali, chief executive of 
West Merchant Bank. 

Deutsche Bank, the biggest of 
the German banks, was the 
fust to target London as the 
base for its ambitions to become 
one of the world’s leading in- 
vestment banks by the end of 
the decade, centered on 
Deutsche Morgan Grenfell. 
Over the past year it has been 
hiring aggressively, notably ex- 
panding its securities business. 
Dresdner, Germany’s number 
two, quickly followed suit, buy- 
ing Kk’inwort Benson last sum- 
mer for £1 bn. 

WestLB, a public sector bank 
with total assets of £280bn, 
made plain last year its plans to 


build its global business around 
West Merchant Bank in 
London. 

It first approached Nations- 
Bank last summer. They con- 
vinced us that Panmure 
Gordon’s capabilities fit more 
into their long-term strategy 
than into our own. Theirs is a 
European strategy, outs is much 
more North American,” said 
Richard Roddey, head of Na- 
tionsBank Europe. 

There was speculation last 
night that Nationsbank, which 
is the tiurd-laigest in the US, 
was getting out of Panmure be- 
cause the broking house com- 
plicated a separate acquisition 
plan that was more in tine with 
its strategy. Mr Roddey said the 
disposal of Panmure “has no im- 


An auction for Trafalgar 
House's Ideal Homes subsidiary 
could begin in the next few days 
despite last night's agreement 
by the house-builder Persim- 
mon to pay £170m for the 
business. 

The deal, to be partially paid 


The deal, which would make 
the York-based Persimmon the 
UK's fourth-biggest house- 
builder, must be cleared by 
Trafalgar shareholders at an 
extraordinary general meeting 


oq February 22. One option still 
open to Beazer would be an ap- 


for through a £9Im cash call, 
tops the £l60m which the rival 
Beazer Homes is thought to 
have been prepared to bid. But 
Beazer said yesterday it was 
"keeping its options open” af- 
ter previously claiming it had 
been exrinded by Trafalgar from 
negotiations to sell the business. 


open to Beazer would be an ap- 
proach to the group’s main 
shareholders to get them to 
overturn yesterday’s agreement. 
Beazer said it was “evaluating 
the situation". 

Its derision could turn on the 
value of tax losses being sold 
with Ideal. Neither Persimmon 
nor Trafalgar would give any in- 
dication as to their size, but 
sources suggest that Beazer 


might be prepared to add them 
to its original bid, thought to 
have been around £160m. 

John Whtkins, a Trafalgar di- 
rector, said last night: “ u Beaz- 
er want to make an improved 
offer they can do that and if they 
come up with something suffi- 
ciently interesting, we will talk 
to them. We have a duty to our 
shareholders to do that.” 

Mr Watkins admitted that 
Beazer had not been included 
in the formal bid process for 
Ideal, which began after Trafal- 
gar’s preliminary results were 
published on 15 December. A 
number of parties, npt includ- 
ing Beazer, were invited to 


make a formal offer, : he said. 
Beazer subsequently lodged an 
expression of interest, but the 
Persimmon offer was preferred 
on grounds of price, the com- 
mercial terms, the degree of 
readiness to complete and the 
shorter timetable, he claimed. 

Persimmon will receive a 
£3m compensation fee if it foils 
to rearii agreement on the of- 
fer. It is calling on sharehold- 
ers for £91m in a one-for-two 
rights issue to part-finance the 
Ideal acquisition, its first, but the 
market generally reacted well to 
the deal. The sharesfeU Just 4p 
to 191p yesterday. >. 

Duncan Davidson said the 


rationale for the acquisition 
was that ft would be earnings- 
enhancing from the start, even 
before taking account of the tax 
losses and any cost cuts. The 
plan was to dose six of the com- 
bined group’s 21 offices, but Mr 
Davidson would give no indi- 
cation as to possible redun- 
dancies or other cuts. However, 
the typical small office which is 
under threat of closure is 


thought to employ around 15 
people, pointing to the loss of 


people, pointing to the loss of 
around 90 fobs. Ideal also has 


around 90 fobs. Ideal also has 
a head office at Woking, very, 
dose to^ another site at Wey- 
bridge in the south ofEngland, 
which could be combined. 


The enlarged group will sell 
around 6,500 houses a year, 
ranking after Wimpey, Beazer 
and Barrett Homes. One of the 
key reasons for the deal was Ide- 
al’s land bank, Mr Davidson 
said. The group will own 2X700 
plots or around four years’ us- 
age, at an average cost of 
around £16,200 each. 

persimmon estimated profits 
would dip to £225m for tne year 
to last December, from £25 2m 
before, after a difficult selling 
period between April and Sep- 
tember. It is proposing to hold 
the final dividend at 65p, to 
make- a maintained • total of 
9.5p. 



plications for Gartmore", the 
UK fund manager which has 


UK fund manager which has 
been put up for sale by its 
French parent, Banque Indo- 
suez, and which has a joint 
venture agreement with Na- 
tionsBank. “We will continue to 
build our capital markets busi- 
ness in London," Mr Roddey 
said. 

West Merchant Bank is about 
to start up its derivatives busi- 
ness with the team it hired last 
October in London and New 
York from Deutsche Morgan 
Grenfell. 

It is also expected to an- 
nounce shortly a senior indi- 
vidual hiring in the 
fixed-income business. The 
main priority with Panmure 
Gordon was to build up its Eu- 
ropean equities capability, and 
in particular business between 
Britain and Germany. 
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Byatt asks for another 
term to tackle change 


MARY FAGAN 

Industrial Correspondent 


Ian Byatt, the water industzy 
regulator, has asked to stay in 
the job after his present contract 
expires in June because of the 
continuing challenges in the 
sector. He has been at Ofwat 
since September 1989, just be- 
fore the industry was priva- 
tised, and was widely expected 
to step down. 

Mr Byatt believes that he 
should continue because of 


fundamental changes facing 
the industry, including the trend 


Willing to stay on tap: Ian Byatt, the frequently controversial and interventionist water 
regulator, believes that many challenges still lie ahead 


towards takeovers and mergers 
and the wider debate over the 
future of regulation as whole. 

Water has been at the centre 
of controversy since the gov- 
ernment sell-off because of bills 
soaring vrcll above inflation, dri- 
ven partly by European rules on 


quality and the environment. Mr 
Byatt was at theforefront of the 
move to challenge the Gov- 
ernment to assess the need for 
quality improvements and. : 
weigh them against the overall 
benefits for customers. He also 
urged water companies to find 
out what customers felt ft was 
worth paying for and reflect this 
in investment plans. 

The watchdog has also 
shocked some in the sector be- 
cause of his interventionist 
stance on takeovers. He has in- 
sisted that mergers between 
water companies should not 
go ahead without an offsetting 
advantage such as sharp price 
cuts for consumers. In the case 
of mergers with electricity firms, 
he has said he will look to en- 
suring core water operations 
within an enlarged group have 
a separate stock market listing. 


The industry has also at- 
tracted criticism over high div- 
idends and boardroom pay. 
.The row reached, a crescendo 
over Ming service standards 
during and following last year’s 
drought 

Ofivat does not intervene in 
boardroom pay, but Mr Byatt 
has asked companies that had 
supply problems to make the 
necessary investment to prevent 
the situation recurring 

Ofwat confirmed that Mr 
Byatt “is prepared to stay in of- 
fice” for another term. But a 
spokeswoman said that the de- 
cision was a matter for the Sec- 
retary of State for the 
Environment 

It is thought that whfa m g h Mr 
Byatt is not witout critics, he is 
regarded in Whitehall as a rel- 
atively sensible choice among 
the ranks of the regulators. 


Boots expected to dispose of Childrens World I Stagecoach bids 


NIGEL COPE 


Boots shares rose 12p to 619p 
yesterday on expectations that 
the group is set to sell its Chil- 
drens World business, which has 
not made a profit since it start- 
ed in 1987. 

Storehouse, which owns 
Mothercare, is tipped as the 
most likely buyer of the chain, 
which is expected to fetch 
around £40m-£50m. 


Boots declined to comment 
on the possible sale yesterday. 
Storehouse also declined to be 
drawn on details, but a 
spokesman said Mothercare’s 
first out-of-town store, which 
Opened in Fosse Park, Leices- 
tershire. last year, had been a 
success. All 52 branches of 
Childrens World are out-of- 
town. 

Boots has been under pres- 
sure to take the axe to some of 


its under-performing business, 
which indude the DIY chain Do 
It All as well as Fads and Home- 
style. 

Boots started Childrens 
World in 1987, hoping to capi- 
talise on a demand for hassle- 
free shopping for children that 
involved an element of fun. 
The stores sell toys, clothes 
and nursery equipment and 
feature play areas which include 
helter-skelters. 


However, the concept strug- 
gled to take off and the chain 
has never made a profit. Last 
year losses increased to £1.9m 
on sales of £5 Dm. Christmas 
trading was also poor, with the 
company blaming aggressive 
price competition on toys. 

The sate would be welcomed 
in the City, which feels the suc- 
cess of Boots the Chemist is be- 
ing held backby losses in other 


Tony Shiret, retail analyst at 
BZW, said: “There is logic to the 
deal. It would give more scale 
to Mothercare and it would 
have greater buying power than 
Boots. Childrens World is a bit 
Of an irrelevance to Boots and 
if they sold it, ft would show a 
deterinination to get rid of 
some of the other under- 
performing businesses.” 

Storehouse would be ex- 
pected to change the store 


names to Mothercare, which 
already has more than 260 
branches, and derive other ben- 
efits from economies of scale. 

Mothercare has been a star 
performer for Storehouse. Its 
profits jumped by 120 per cent 
to £93m in the six months to 
October. However, Christmas 
trading was disappointing, with 
management blaming a difficult 
market. Storehouse shares 
closed down lp at 293p. 


£40m for GMBS 


CHRISTIAN WOLMAR 

Transport Correspondent 
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More than 2,000 Manchester 
bus workers found themselves 
£9,000 better off yesterday 
when Stagecoach, Britain’s 
biggest bus company, offered 
£40,7m for the south Man- 
chester bus operation, GMBS. 
j The valuation of around 
£5Dm, taking into account 
1 GMBS’s debts of around £l0m, 

| is more than double the £20m 
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ago when Manchester’s two 
bus companies were privatised, 
The company was sold to a 

management-employee buyout 
team tor £25m - and staff who 
took 1,000 £1 shares will nowgfit 
£10 for each share. 

Thking into account Stage- 
coach’s recently announced ac- 
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General and rate of the first rail 
franchises. South West Trains, 
turnover for the company will 
reach around £7 70m this year. 
The company now has 17 per 
cent of the country's bus mar- 
ket, compared with 4 per cent 
at its flotation in 1993. 

GMBS operates most of the 
i local bus services in south Man- 
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Chester and has around 750 bus- 
es and coacfaes. fi reported an 
operating profit of £4.9m last 
year ana profit before tax of 
£Z9m on a turnover of £5L2m 
lastyear. 

Stagecoach is confident that 
the bid, unlike many of its oth- 
ers, w£H not be referred to the 
Monopolies and Mergers Com- 
mission. Employees wifi be 
offered 577 new Stagecoach 
ordinary, shares far every 300 
GMBS shares they hold. 

Since 49 per cent of the com- 
pany s u the hands of the ven- 
ture capital houses which are 
expected to recoup their in- 
vestment and profit. Stage- 
coach is seeking financing of 
£19.9m by offering 6m shares 

' ble Grossarrancf UBS at33lp 
per share. 

Stagecoach say that the main 
purposeof the placing is to cut 
borrowings and contribute to 
acquiatiODCOSls.Tbeplaringjs H 
not conditional on the success- 
ful completion of the purchase - 
of GMBS. Derek Scott, finance . 
director Of Stagecoach, said: “It 
seems we considerably under- 
bid when we first tried to ac- 
quire GMBS. " 
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The rush is over for the ever-ready gold bugs 


'If you haven't already 
made your pile out of 
this admittedly 
seductive metal, 
don't bother. You’ve 
missed the boat’ 


I Q ?y what you will : ,h. ,ui j^.Id hugs, one thing 
owm c ‘; ri:im: >’! ,u «»n't stamp them out. The 
“5" sur £K «n the gold price this vear to 
* ■!. IV- tfa , r h 'S h h;,s brought them out of the 
wundwork again with a vengeance. Fur tn- 

. r !l° n J, awl i s ’ J caraway gold price is a sign 
trouble ahead. For commodity huffs, it is 
a sign of future gains to come. In reality, the 
riM. of over $_» m January to breach the $4 On 
arrier i.s likely to he a speculative spike. If 
>ou haven ( already made your pile out or 
in* admittedly seductive metal, don't bother. 
>itu ve missed the boat. 

The main physical markets that move the 
gold price nowadays are in ihe developing 
world, particularly the Fur East, where con- 
sumers huy gold in high carat jewellery a* a 
edge against political uncertainly and high 
inllaiiiin. According to the World Gold 
v-ouncj). demand grew sharply in 1995, hit- 
ting an uil-timc high in the developing 
world in the third quarter. 

but then there are statistics and statistics. 
According to Andy Smith, precious metals 
analvsi ai UBS. demand fell sharply in key 
rar Eastern markets between the first and 
second halves of 1945. Meanwhile. South 
Afnea stepped up its sales in a big way. He 
calculates that the resulting shortfall in 
demand over supply was as high as 5IM) . 
tonnes, ora sixth of total annua] demand. 

Even il the fundamentals of physical 
demand and supply were more promising. 

| ihe overall economic background easts a 
I long shadow over those hoping for a return 


lo the gloiy days. Sixteen years ago. the price 
of gold peaked at an all-time High of SS50 
an ounce. But that was after the second oil 
price shock and accompanying surge in 
global inflation. The disinflationary!^*; 
could hardly he more different from the 
inflationary J 9 70s. Then, inflation surprised 
by surpassing expectations, now it surprises 
hy coming in below expectations. 

’With real interest rales uncomfortably 
high - rather than negative as they were in 
the 1970s - there is no point in holding gold 
other than the hope of piggy-backing off the 
speculative fun of the hig American hedge 
funds. A further problem is posed hy the 
massive overhang of centml bank holdings 
-worth 12 times annual gold purchases. For- 
tunately for gold bugs, central bankets are 
a cautious lot, os disinclined to dump their 
hoard on (he open market as they are (o add 
in it. Even so, these holdings amount to a 
powerful buffer to the gold price the 
moment it moves much above $4011. .Anyone 
hoping for a continued gold rush is looking 
for fool's gold. 

Hot air does not mean 
Branson has won 

H oi air alone, even when it comes all the 
way from Marrakesh, will not be enough 
to win Richard Branson the franchise to huOd 
and operate the high-speed Channel Tunnel 
rail link, the choicest and biggest project so 


far to emerge from the Government's all- 
singing, all-dancing Private Finance Initiative. 

Thai doesn't slop him hoping, however. .As 1 
Mr Brunson ascends into the stratosphere in 
his round-the-world balloon, we arc being . 
subjected to a customary blast of the stuff. 
Yes. we’ve won. he announced in the week- 
end press on behalf of the Virgin consortium. , 
London & Continental Railways, and you . 
never know, he may be right. The problem 
is. he usually isn't in cases like this. There 
were simila’r claims ahead of both the i 
National Lottery and Channel 5 franchises. . 
Poor Mr Branson. He is the perpetual 
bridesmaid, bidding for everything half way 
decent that falls trom the Government's lap. 
hut somehow or other never making it to the ' 
alter. Is he finally going to get there this time? 

Certainly he is In with a better chance than ' 
ever before, if for no other reason that there 1 
are only two bidders left in the race. Bui he ; 
is not yet there, according to the Department ! 
of Transport yesterday. - Eurorail, the rival , 
consortium (BICC. Trafalgar House. . 
Seaboard, HSBC and NalVVesl). also 
believes il has won. The truth of the matter 
Is that no decision has yet been taken, 
though one i.s imminent. The Virgin con- , 
sortium has gut marketing know-how and 
siime experience of operational transport 
systems going for il. but its financing looks 
on the dodgy side. 

As for the claim that London & Conti- : 
ncntal will be leapfrogging its way into ihe 
FT-SE 1 MO with a project-funding stock mar- 1 


ket float, anyone with Eurotunnel tucked 
away for a rainy day at £10 a share knows it 
will "not. Coming from a man who when he 
look Mrgin private eight years ago swore 
blind he would never again’havc anything to 
do with the City and the stock market, il is 
uLso a bit rich. 

But he may win, who knows? One thing 
is for sure, however. It won’t be done on the 
back of a swashbuckling press campaign. 
With anything between £lbn and £2bn of 
public money at slake, ministers are not 
«oing to allow themselves to be swung by 
sentiment alone. Eurorail also has its draw- 
backs. not least that it Ls the cuniracior-dom- 
inaicd consortium of the type that originally 
gave birth to Eurotunnel. But provided it 
comes up with a credible bid involving the 
higher transfer of risk from public to private 
sector and t he lower level of public subsidy, 
it will beat Mr Branson, whatever his charms. 

German bankers can’t 
stay away from the City 

T hose German bankers just cannot keep 
their lingers off London. Yesterday’s pur- 
chase of Panmure Gordon, the xiockbroking 
firm, bv Westdeutsche Landesbank may be 
modest when set against the vast sums 
Deutsche and Dresdner are pouring into the 
City lo set up bases from which to pursue 
their global investment banking ambitions. 
But if is very definitely in the same mould. 


underlining. London's pre-eminent role as 
the financial centre of Europe. 

Notwithstanding the tribulations of the 
Slock Exchange, the fact is that as far as in 
international investment banking is con- 
cerned, the City is thriving. London is still 
in effect the only place in Europe with a 
dynamic deal-making financial cult ure, and 
despite the advances made by rival Conti- 
nental bourses, a proper feel for equity mar- 
kets. This is the achilles heal of German 
hankers, who still only feel at home with 
debt. Panmure Gordon is vety much a sec- 
ond division broking plaver, and largely UK 
focused. But its size fits in neatly with 
WestLB's more targeted style of expansion, 
and should provide a solid base for a Euro- 
pean-wide equities strategy. 

As the third largest German frank, Wfest LB 
does not suffer from any shortage of cash. 
But unlike Deutsche and Dresdner it does 
not see itself as punching with the Will 
Street giants. It wants to build a more spe- 
cialised international investment banking 
business. 

For Panmure this should be good news, 
providing the capital fire-power for expan- 
sion. The financial clout was also there writh 
Naiionsbank. the previous owner, but the 
sense of strategic development was not. The 
price involved, believed to be around £35 m, 
is peanuts for a business of NationsbanAr’s 
size, but il can now concentrate on building 
up its preferred capital markets business in 
London. 


Rates challenge: Motor insurer trawls for funds with launch of phone-based account as big banks report a sharp decline in lending 
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Direct Line moves into instant access 


nic cicum 

Direct Line, the UK's largest 
motor insurer, yesterday 
announced a further expan- 
sion of its growing financial ser- 
vices operation by launching a 
telephone-based instant access 
account. 

The insurer's initiative is 
aimed at attracting the funds 
needed lo underpin its in- 
creasingly successful mortgage- 
lending operation. It will also 
help to hold back the relentless 
downward spiral in the amount 
paid to savers caused by the 
three successive waves of mort- 
gage rate reductions. 

Direct Line account-holders 
will be offered 4.6 per cent be- 
fore tax on savings up to 
£10,000, rising lo 6 percent for 
deposits above £25,000. The 
company claimed yesterday its 
rates beat those on offer from 
most other large banks or build- 
ing societies. 

In a further twist designed to 
capture accounts from entire 
family or group of friends, the 
insurer offered them the chance 
to pool savings so they can re- 
ceive interest at the higher rale. 

Up to six people will be al- 


lowed lo pool accounts, with in- 
terest on each deposit being cal- 
culated separately. Individual 
account-holders will be able to 
segment their savings into sep- 
arate parts, such as holidays or 
home improvements. 

Jim SpowarL managing di- 
rector of Direct Line Financial 
Services, said: “Our commit- 
ment is lo give customers the 
best value deal on all our prod- 
ucts. including savings rates. 
“Our low-cost operation allows 
us to provide a deal which will 
be difficult for banks and build- 
ing societies to emulate." 

Direct Line's move reflects its 
runaway success since being 
founded by Peter Wood, its 
chief executive, in 1985. 

The company has since ex- 
panded from its motor insur- 
ance base, which has 1.9 million 
customers, into home and con- 
tents cover, term assurance and 
personal loans. 

In the process. Mr Wood 
has become one of the best-paid 
chief executives, earning 
bonuses of up to £18m a year 
until Royal Bank of Scotland, 
which parl-owns Direct Line, 
bought out his bonus scheme for 
£24m in 1993. 


£100m private 
finance fund 
established 


PETER RODGERS 

Business Editor 

Prisons, hospitals and roads 
are among the possible invest- 
ments for a new £100m City 
fund announced yesterday. 

Innisfree PFI Fund said yes- 
terday that it hoped to partic- 
ipate in up to £4bn of projects 
under the Government's private 
finance initiative. It claimed to 
be the first investment vehicle 
set up specifically to invest in 
PFI projects. 

Tie fund has raised £50m ini- 
tial capital from two leading in- 
vestment institutions, Hermes 
Investment Management, 
which is acting as sponsor, and 
AMP Asset Management. The 
plan is to raise the same again 
from other institutions by ApriL 

Roger Brooke, chairman of 
Innisfree. said the new fund 
could eventually participate in 
Dbn to£4bn of the £26bn of pro- 
jects the Government has said 
could be included in the PFI. 

Innisfree has drawn up a list 
of 45 PFI projects worth almost 
£4bn which it describes as po- 
tential investment opportunities. 

They include two £70m pris- 
ons, at Bridgend and FSazaker- 
ley, the £250m Civil Aviation air 
traffic control centre, the £100m 
Edinburgh Royal Infirmary pro- 
ject, the £190m Al-Ml link 
road and the £200m refurbish- 
ment of the Treasury building 
in Whitehall. 


Mr Brooke, who is also chair- 
man of the management buyout 
firm Candover, said the plan 
was to invest up to 25 per cent 
in the equity of consortia set up 
with construction and other 
specialist companies involved in 
PFI work. Because the consor- 
tia tended to be highly geared, 
with most of the finance from 
bank loans rather than equity, 
the initial £50m could generate 
£l_5-£2bn in project value, and 
twice that if the fond roaches its 
£100m target, he said. 

The Treasury has been heav- 
ily criticised for a slow start to 
the whole PFI programme, and 
one of the many factors blamed i 
for this is a shortage of capital 
among construction and civil en- ' 
gineering companies to invest 
in new projects. The Treasury 
said it welcomed the new fund. 

Alistair Ross- Goo bey, head 
of Hermes, is a member of the 
Treasury’s private finance pan- 
el, which advises the Govern- 
ment on the PFI. Matthew 
Webber, an executive director 
of Innisfree, was seconded to 
the private finance panel last 
year from Weinwort Benson. 

David Metier, chief executive 
of Innisfree, said investments 
would be in projects worth be- 
tween £25m and £400m. 

He said PFI projects for the 
most part relied on well un- 
derstood technologies and con- 
struction methods where risks 
were readily identifiable. 


The finn's mortgage arm, 
launched 10 months ago, has 
lent £2 10m, financed until now 
by borrowing from money mar- 
kets. Direct Line's venture into 
banking mirrors that of build- 
ing societies, which finance 
much of their lending from the 
savings they attract. 

A Direct Line spokeswoman 
said yesterday that it aimed to 
enter into a head-to-head con- 
test with banks and building so- 
cieties for their accounts by 
offering better rates than rivals. 

However, according to Mon- 
eyFacts, a statistical service giv- 
ing details of the best savings 
rates. Portman Building Soci- 
ety's instant access account yes- 
terday offered 4.8 per cent 
gross on savings above £100, 
against a minimum savings level 
of £1,000 with Direct Line. 

Teachers Building Society's 
Bullion Share account offers 
5.55 per cent on deposits above 
£500. while Co-operative Bank's 
Pathfinder account pays 537 per 
cent on deposits above £5,000. 

Direct Line customers will be 
able to move funds in and out 
of their accounts by calling the 
company between 8ara and 
8pm Monday to Friday. 



Homeowners in 
arrears decline 


Groundbreaker: Peter Wood, who earned £18m-a-year bonuses from Direct Line 


The number of homeowners in 
arrears or facing, repossession 
fell significantly in 1995 in the 
wake of mortgage rate cuts 
and a drop in unemployment 
rates, a building society claimed 
yesterday, writes Nk CteuttL 

Birmingham Midshires, a 
top- 10 society, said its own cal- 
culations suggested reposses- 
sions would remain stable at 
about 50,000 in December 
1995. compared with the same 
time a year earlier. 

The number of people in 
arrears for 12 months, usually 
regarded as those most vulner- 
able to repossession orders 
from lenders, will have fallen 
from 117,000 a year ago to 
fewer than 90,000 last month. 

Those in arrears on their 
mortgages between six and 12 
months are also expected to de- 
cline. from 133.700 to around 
108,000. 

The society's arrears and 
repossessions estimates, issued 
each year, come days before of- 
ficial statistics from the Coun- 
cil of Mortgage Lenders, the 
industry's trade body. 


A Midshircs spokesman said 
yesterday: “The drop in unem- 
ployment over the past year has 
helped. Cuts in interest rates 
have also made it easier for peo- 
ple paying off their debts. 

“Many people are also saying 
the most important thing is 
their home and if the difference 
means giving up a holiday 
abroad to pay off their cebts, 
that's what they do." 

Woolwich, Halifax and Al- 
liance & Leicester building so- 
cieties confirmed yesterday that 
there had been a slight im- 
provement in arrears problems 
with repossession numbers re- 
maining broadly stable. 

The arrears prediction came 
as Britain’s big banks recorded 
a dismal month for home loans, 
with net mortgage lending down 
from £686m in November to 
£554m last month. New ap- 
provals were down 34 per cent 
on ihe previous month, from 
29,291 to 19341 in December. 

The drop in net lending is 
even more significant when 
compared with December last 
year, when il stood at £647m. 


Ofgas threatens to seek backdated price cuts 




Clare Spottiswoode: Turns 
up competitive heat 


MARY FAGAN 

Industrial Correspondent 

Clare Spottiswoode. the gas 
industry regulator, is calling 
for backdated price cuts for con- 
sumers should competition in 
the domestic market be delayed. 
The move by Ms Spottiswoode 
comes as British Gas continues 
to insist that competition, due 
to start for 500,000 households 
in the South-west on 1 April, 
should be postponed. 

Ms Spottiswoode believes 
that in the event of a delay, con- 
sumers who ultimately switch to 
lower-cost suppliers should 
have those prices backdated to 
a meter reading taken on 1 


April. She argues that British 
Gas and its rivals, which include 
offshore companies and elec- 
tricity firms, should sort out the 
financial implications and that 
consumers should not be 
penalised. 

Rivals such as Amerada Hess 
plan to undercut the company 
by up to 15 per cent and so far 
British Gas has failed to say how 
it will respond. There are fears 
in the company that others will 
come in and cherry-pick the 
most lucrative users, leaving it 
with those who are least eco- 
nomical to supply. 

The moves by Ofgas to back- 
date price reductions arc at an 
early stage and are the latest 


twist in the long-running battle 
lo have competition introduced 
on time. British Gas has warned 
that there could be chaos be- 
cause of insufficient testing of 
computer and billing systems. It 
is thought that the company an- 
gered Ms Spottiswoode last 
week by agreeing to a statement 
in favour of the 1 April Idck-off 
and then continuing lo complain 
that delays are necessary. 

A spokesman for TransCo. 
British Gas’ pipeline arm, said 
1 June was the earliest sensible 
date for competition to begin. 
Critics of the company say this 
could be ihe first of irony efforts 
lo pul off the opening of the 
market in the hope that it may 


never happen. But Harry 
Moulson, Trans Co's managing 
director, argues that postpone- 
ment is tbe only way to ensure 
things are “hassle -free". 

The row over the domestic 
market is one of a series of bat- 
lies which British Gas faces with 
the regulator. Ms Spottiswoode 
is expected to intervene soon to 
block imminent increases in 
charges for other companies 
that need lo use British Gas's 
pipes. At the same time, tbe 
watchdog is consulting on fun- 
damental changes in the way the 
company is regulated as part of 
a review of British Gas price 
controls to be completed by the 
middle of the year. Separately. 


large industrial users are calling 
on Ms Spottiswoode's office to 
investigate the company's poli- 
cy of cutting supplies at tunes of 
high demand, including during 
the cold snap. 

Many large usees have con- 
tracts at low prices on condition 
that they can be interrupted 
when demand from other con- 
sumers soars. 

Meanwhile, Moody’s, the 
credit rating agency, has 
placed British Gas's debt 
under review for a possible 
downgrade. Moody's said Lhe 
review would focus on a num- 
ber of factors, including the 
company's on-going negotia- 
tions with producers. 


Daiwa makes its 
US withdrawal 


IN BRIEF 


JOHN BSENHAMMER 

Fmancial Editor 

Daiwa Bank, hit by a massive 
bond trading scandal last year 
in New York, is to pull out of 
the US by Thursday, handing 
over its operations to Sumito- 
mo Bank. Daiwa said Sumito- 
mo Bank would pay S33bn 
(£22bn) for the loans and trans- 
actions and an additional $65m 
for rights to business at 15 of 
Daiwa's US branches and a Dai- 
wa trust bank unit in New York. 
Daiwa had a total of S43bn in 
loans and other transactions in 
the US. The outstanding Slbn 
would be transferred to Daiwa's 
parent body in Japan. 

In November, the US au- 


thorities announced a 24-count 
criminal indictment against 
Daiwa, covering charges of con- 
spiracy to defraud the Federal 
Reserve Bank, mail and wire 
fraud and falsifying bank 
records, and ordered it to close 
its US operations by 2 February. 

Senior Daiwa officials are al- 
legedly implicated in shifting 
hundreds of milli ons of dollars 
around the world to hide the 
Sl.lbn losses run up by the bond 
trader Toshihide Iguchi. Daiwa 
has vowed to fight the charges. 
Sumitomo said last November 
that it would help Daiwa to 
close down its US operations, 
and the presidents of the two 
h anks said they would consid- 
er a merger in the future. 


Output leap eases Japanese recession fears 


DIANE COYLE 

Economics Correspondent 

Fears of continuing recession in 

-• Japan receded yesterday after 
separate figures showed both an 
unexpected jump in industrial 
output last month and 3 
planned rise in investment 
spending by Japanese firms in 
the year to March. 

Evidence of a long-awaited 


turnaround in the world's sec- 
ond-biggest economy took 
share prices higher, with the 
Nikkei 225 index ending nearly 
75 points up at 20389-20. Econ- 
omists said signs of a pick-up 
would help to ease fears that the 
industrial world as a whole was 
beading for recession. 

Tomio Tsulsumi, the vice- 
minister for trade and industry, 
said: "The degree of certainty 


concerning Japan's economic 
recovery has increased. 

Industrial output climbed 0.8 
per cent in December, an in- 
crease well above expectations. 
It was the third monthly rise in 
a row, and manufacturers said 
they expected even bigger in- 
creases m January and February. 

Public works projects con- 
tributed to the increase in out- 
put last month. So did ontput 


of semiconductors, mobile 
phones and kerosene heaters, 
due to cold weather. 

The Economic Planning 
Agency said separately that in- 
vestment spending by Japanese 
firms was expected to grow 4 per 

cent in the year to March and 
another 2.4 per cent the fol- 
lowing quarter. This compared 
with a rise of less than 1 per cent 
in the vear to December. 


Capel and Montagu merged 

James Capel and Samuel Montagu, two of the best-known names 
in UK financial markets, are to be merged into a new entity, HSBC 
Investment Banking. Announcing the biggest shake-up of its in- 
vestment banking operations since it bought the s lockbroking firm 
James Capel in 1984, HSBC said the move would eliminate con- 
fusion and highlight the powerful parent. HSBC said it would drop 
the James Capel and Samuel Montagu names for Continental 
European business, opting instead for HSBC Investment Bank- 
ing. Capel and Montagu will be preserved for business within the 
UK but will be prefixed with HSBC Keith Harris, the former head 
of Montagu will become the chief executive of HSBC Investment 
Bank. 

MCI links up with Microsoft 

MCI and Microsoft yesterday unveiled a joint venture to supply 
on-line and Internet sendees, the companies said. Initially, the 
deal will permit MCI to distribute the Microsoft Network over 
its telephone network. The companies also intend to develop ad- 
ditional on-line services. As a result of the venture. MCI is re- 
ducing its stake in a competing on-line service jointly run by News 
Coro, Rupert Murdoch's media holding company. MCI said it 
would recruit additional partners to join in. 

Welsh Water wins 75% of Swalec 

Welsh Water has received acceptances of its offer for South Wales 
Electricity in respect of 69.5 milli on Swalec shares or about 74.S 
per cent of the company. Wilsh now owns or has acceptances rep- 
resenting almost 88 per cent of Swalec and has declared the of- 
fer unconditional except for the planned listing of the new Welsh 
Water ordinary shares and the new Welsh Water preference shares. 

Qua/ity Software gets Softer 

Shares in Quality Software Products. Lhe accounting sofware sup- 
plier, lost 30 per cent of their value yesterday when the compa- 
ny warned that its current year's profits would not meet market 
expectations. The company blamed the warning on a delay in the 
signing of some large contracts and a staff re-organisation. The 
shares crashed 218p to 490p. 
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The moment of truth for insurers 


The UK composites are less than a 
month away from their reporting sea- 
son and all the indications are that re- 
sults for 1995 will beat what was 
already a bumper year in 1994. The cur- 
rent icy temperatures nothwithstand- 
ing, recent benevolent weather 
conditions and lower claims mean that 
profits will again he led by the domestic 
market for non-life business. But. as 
ever, share prices are already looking 
ahead to the downturn and the sector 
has only barely outpaced the rest of the 
market over the past year. 

In the past, insurance companies 
have vied with banks as the Nean- 
derthals of British industry. Typically, 
a downswing in the insurance cycle saw 
underwriting losses soar as rates tum- 
bled. a situation which often combined 
with a decline in investment returns to 
pul a double squeeze on the compos- 
ites' profits. Only their spread of in- 
come, principally from life insurance, 
has helped to support profits during 
these lean times. 

But with 1995 expected to mark a 
peak year of profitability, the optimists 
believe that the current cycle could be 
different from every other in recent ex- 
perience. There are two main factors 
said to have had a profound effect. 

FiretJy, in the key UK market - which 
our tabic shows remains an area of crit- 
ical importance to the big five insur- 
ers - the big losses of the early pari of 
the decade are unlikely to be repeat- 
ed. The argument runs that previous 
problems resulted from a rare combi- 
nation of unusual subsidence claims af- 
ter very dry weather and the mortgage 
indemnity crisis created by the hous- 
ing market collapse of the late 1980s. 

Apart from those circumstances be- 
ing unlikely to be repeated, the insur- 
ance companies have moved to correct 
some poor rating practices. As anyone 
with a mortgage will know, buildings 
insurance rates are highly individu- 
alised. being based on the claims ex- 
perience of particular streets, and 
much higher than in the past 

This new level of sophistication is the 
second reason the bulls believe insur- 
ers will haw a better recession than in 
the past. Companies can react more 
quickly and precisely to factors affect- 
ing pricing. 

The problem with these arguments 
is that, like generals, insurance com- 
panies tend to base their future strat- 
egy on the last war and have almost 
certainly failed to anticipate the next 
disaster* But for those brave enough to 
believe in the principle that past ex- 


perience is no guide to the future, 
Nikko Europe is suggesting that Gen- 
eral Accident looks attractive for the 
quality of its UK business, while Sun 

Alhance fca good defensive choice, bol- 
stered by its greater ability to cut costs. 

Atal weighs 
down Bullough 

If Tevor Bond, Bullough's chief exec- 
utive, has nightmares they are proba- 
bly based in France and feature office 
furniture. The diversified engineering 
group's French office furniture division, 
Atal, has been a persistent headache 
and after three restructures in five years 
the jury isstjfl out on whether the com- - 
pany can be put right. 

Atal caused Bullough to issue a prof- 
its warning in September and wrecked 
the decent performance elsewhere in 


3up profits for 
the year to March were down 17 per 
cent to £ 14.5m. Atal recorded an op- 
erating less of £4_5m, with a further 
£2.2m of provisions to cover the latest 
round of re-structuring. 


Aral's problems have been caused by 
low growth, a freeze on government 
spending and a rise in raw material 
prices. Production problems in the fac- 
tories have added to the difficulties. 

Bullough has wielded the big stick, 
but admits that If the company cannot 
be turned around It may have to be sold. 
It has brought in new management, cut 
jobs by 10 per cent and improved pro- 
ductivity. Steel prices are also starting 
to come down. 

The problems of Atal overshad- 
owed better performances in Bul- 
lough's mixed bag of other businesses. 
The UK office furniture division did 
well, boosted by the Pentos acquisition 
last year, which contributed £l.6m in 
the eight months. 

The refrigeration business also in- 
creased profits thanks to higher sales 
of chilled cabinets to supermarkets and 
fast-food restaurants last year. How- 
ever, the hot summer dented profits at 
the heating division. 

Further reshaping of Bullough is 
likely, with the addition of an engi- 
neering business to balance the port- 
folio lop of the shopping list But with 
gearing of 45 per cent the company 
does not have much room for ma- 
noeuvre. Atal losses have taken their 


Composite insurers: at a glance 


Current share Estimated1995 net 
price, pence asset penes 


Commercial Unton 
General Accident 
GRE 
Royal 

Sun affiance 

Share price 

pence 


620 

663 

264 

383 

379 


583 

631 

241 

374 

293 


Estimated 1995 
gross yield, % 

5.7 
6.0 
4.4 
5.1 

5.8 

&Mn.NMo>Ein*tf 



UK non life 
premiums and profit 

as a % of the whole 

Premiums 


Commercial Union 39.7 

General Accident 35.7 

GRE 39.7 

Royal 48.7 

Sun afflance 49.9 


Pre-tax 

profit 

63.4 

79.0 
72.3 

77.9. "> 

82.0 


90 91 92 93 94 95 


Soon* Ntta Emma 


toll on the shares, which hit 190p last 
year but fell a further 5p yesterday to 

profit fonsca^^n £22m to around 
£l&5m, die shares are on a forward rat- 
ing of 10. Cheap, but not without risk. 

Bookings sag 
at Eurocamp 

The woes of the holidays market were 
underlined yesterday by results from 
Eurocamp. The holiday group’s book- 
ings for this summer are down 20 per 
cent on last year as customers wait for 
a late booking and the chance of a dis- 
count The group says it sold only 5- 
10 per cent of its holidays at cut prices 
last year, but some of those discounts 
were as high as a third. 

It has also found margins squeezed 
as an increasing number of parents 
choose to avoid the higher prices dur- 
ing the school holidays. The company 
is considering "flattening” its pricing 
structure. 

A further problem for Eurocamp is 
that three-quarters of its self-drive 
camping holidays are to France. Hol- 
idays there have been affected by the 
strong French franc, while there has 
also been a shift in sentiment caused 
by last year’s strikes and the nuclear 
tests in the South Pacific. 

This contributed to yesterday’s 21p 
slide in Eurocamp’s share price to 230p, 
barely above the 22Qp issue price 
when it came to the market in 1991. 

Yesterday’s slump was due princi- 
pally to the bad news on bookings. The 
results themselves came as little sur- 
prise after the company had issued a 
profits warning in July. 

Profits for the year to March were 
up from £8. 7m to £9.3m on sales of 
£87m. Superbreak, the short-break 
specialist acquired for £21 m last year, 
proved the star turn, contributing 
£l_2m of profits on sales of £10.7m. The 
acquisition underlines the wisdom of 
reducing reliance on the summer sales 
period. Stripping out Superbreak, Eu- 
rocamp's underlying profits fell from 
£8.7m to £8.1ra. 

Analysts have cut forecasts from 
£12m to £10J5m for the current year. 
With the shares at their lowest for two 
years, they are at a significant discount 
to the market on a forward rating of 
3 1. But with the tour operator market 
clouded by so much uncertainty, the 
shares look a weak hold. 


Out of the kitchen and 
into a very hot seat 

^ '.A 


The Chancellor has appoint- 
ed HI Ratter to be his press 
secretary, in succession to 
Andrew Hudson. Ms Rutter, 
39, was described by one 
colleague yesterday as “a bit 
of a blue stocking - one of 
the cleverest people in the 
Treasury. Her appointment 
reflects the importance of 
the job over the next 12 
months.” 

After Oxford she became 
private secretary to the Chief 
Secretary between 1986 and 
19S8, then worked at (he 
Number 10 Policy Unit from 
1992 to 1994. Another 
Whitehall insider said: 
u She’s been in the kitchen 
with the heater on full blast.” 
Meanwhile the well regarded 
Mr Hudson, described as 
‘•earnest" and “donnish”, will 
return to a polity job in the 
Treasury. Both are advised to 
move fast; apparently the 
current “downsizing of the 
Treasury means desks are at 
a premium. 

The central banks of 
Uruguay, Argentina and a 
number of other Latin 


American countries have 

something in common- 

When you phone them; “ e 
tmte played on hold is the 
ragtime piano classic by 
Srort Joplin that became the 
theme to the film The Sting- 
It puts a whole new sjant on 
the sovereign debt crisis. 

Mention the words "liquid 
gold" and most people would 
think of the L ceds Building 
Society's interest-paying 
account, as advertised by tne 
Arthur Daley actor, George 
Cole. Although the Leeds 
was swallowed by the Halifax 
last April, the account lives 
on as the “Halifax Liquid 
Gold". 

Yesterday “Barker's 
Liquid Gold” was launched 
- a blend of vodka and cola 
available in an off-licence 
near you at S9p a can. But 
this had nothing to do with 
building societies. A 
spokesman for Cott, the 
world's fourth -largest drink 
company, which recently 
launched Two Dogs alcoholic 
lemonade, has hit on 
alcoholic cola as the next 


Barker's b«i.du'S™^‘ of 

the character and ttsw 

vodka is knocked into a 

pi Con r toS^yesterd a V 

that there was no trademark 

problem with thebuikhno 

society product Trademarks 
S P d under class® ami 

beverages are m a scparale 

class to financial services 

products, a spokesman said^ 

A spokeswoman for the Hal 
ifaxsaid that while they had 
not beard of this new drink 
before, there “didn t seem to 

be a problem". Bottoms up. 

Croatia and Slovenia are 
planning bond issues through 
London following the out- 
break of peace in the former 
Yugoslavia. Heading Croat- 
ia’s programme is its uUrigu- 
indy named finance 
minis ter. Mr Bozo Prka. 



Yesterday will go down in history as the day 
the National Grid failed to fafl. Prompted by 
dire press predictions that the entire nation 
would suffer power cuts if the cold weather 
continued, six TV crews and a host of hacks 
crowded into the Griefs control room at 
Wokingham, Surrey, ready to watch the 
catastrophe unfold. Their creative skills were 


tested to the limits as they had to tell the 
shivering milli ons that the supply was bolding 
up quite well after all, but there might 
possibly be a power cut lateu The heavily - 
outnumbered National Grid engineers sat 
twiddling their thumbs as die backs described 
to camera how they were “battling to keep 
Britain on-line". Photograph : Brian Harris 


Rai (track sale gets into its stride 


PETER RODGERS 

Business Editor 

The campaign to sell Raillrack 
to the City for up to £2bn got 
into its stride yesterday with the 
first full scale meeting between 
the company and institutional 
investors. 

About SO specialists from 
investment management firms 
were briefed at SBC Warburg's 
conference centre by Sir 
George Young, the transport 
secretary, and Bob Horton, the 
chairman of Railtrack. 


This will be followed 1 
a seminar to brief share shop 
specialists. The government 
said earlier this month it had 
decided not to set up a full scale 
share information office along 
tbe lines of other larger pri- 
vatisations and it plans to con- 
centrate private investor 
marketing through share shops. 

At yesterday’s meeting Mr 
Horton was accompanied by 
John Swift, the rail regulator, 
Roger Salmon, who runs the 
Office of Passenger Rail Fran- 
chising (and is charged with sell- 


ing the train operating compa- 
nies) and Wynn Ellis, head of 
SBC Warburg's Railtrack analy- 
sis team. The investment bank 
is global co-ortSnator to the sale. 

Sir George said that 32 rail 
businesses with turnover of 
£2bn had been sold so far and 
30 companies with turnover of 
£3bn were on the market. He 
added: “The responses from the 
private sector, from major com- 
panies and leading financiers 
around the world have con- 
founded our critics.” 

Rail track's advisers believe 


that most of the building blocks 
are in place for the sale of the 
track infrastructure company for 
£13-£2bn, after the cost of 
performance penalties and the 
size of the company's share in 
property profits were clarified 
last week. • • - . 

With the interim results also 
out of the way tost week, the sale 
is scheduled to go ahead in May, 
less than two mouths after the 
end of the financial year in 
March. Tbe main financial 
problem remaining is the scale 
of the debt write-off. 
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IN BRIEF 


‘Lower growth* warning at LVMH 

Shares in the luxury goods group Louis Vuitton Moet Hennesy 
feD in France yesterday when the company predicted lower- than - 
expected profits for 1995. LVMH said profits should increase by 
10 per cent - not the 15 per cent analysis had forecast. Sales in 
the year rose 6.4 per cent to Fr29.7bn (£3.96bn). Sales of cognac 
and spirits fell by 12 per cent to Fr525bn. However sales of luggage 
and leather goods were up 10 per cent. Perfume and beauty product 
sales improved by more than 20 per cent. 

Haynes motors ahead 

Haynes Publishing, the car manuals publisher, has motored ahead 
with solid results for the six months to November. Profits were 
up 2 per cent to £2.2m on the previous year - when figures were 
inflated by property disposals. Sales were up almost 10 per cent 
to £l3m with both the UK and US operations performing well. 
Tbe UK business was boosted by strong promotional activity from 
big retailers. General publishing did not perform well. Continued 
uncertainty following the collapse of the Net Book Agreement 
in October means this situation is unlikley to improve before the 
year end. 

£40m price tag when Fulmar floats 

Fulmar, a Croydon-based printing group, is coming to the stock 
market in the spring with a price tag of around £40m. Mike Tay- 
lor, who founded the business with £4,000 in a garage in 1972. 
will raise £2m from the flotation and retain a 50 per cent stake. 
The group's workload ranges from corporate leaflets to book jackets 
and annual reports. Customers include Shell, Macmillan and 
Pent! and. Operating profits are expected to have leapt from £2^m 
to more than £4m last year, on sales up from £l5.9m to over £20m. 

Fiftronic beats its budget 

Filtronic Comtek, which makes mobile telephone system com- 
ponents, remains optimistic about the rest of the year after beat- 
ing its budgets in the first half. Pre-tax profits jumped from £1.5m 
to £2m is the six months to November, enabling a maiden in- 
terim dividend of D.75p. Chairman David Rhodes said demand 
was strong and it was well positioned in many new infrastructure 
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T he great “Euro" debate 
moves oq by the day. Dur- 
ing the last couple of weeks it 
has been the downgrading of the 
growth forecasts for Germany 
and France which brought out 
into the open the practical dif- 
ficulties both countries faced in 
meeting the Maasticht conver- 
gence criteria. 

The markets last week re- 
sponded by pushing up the 
mark as a safe haven from 
Euro-chaos. Then at the week- 
end, in response to these fore- 
casts, there were a clutch of 
political speeches, some as- 
serting that the single currency 
must go ahead on schedule, oth- 
ers that it could be delayed with- 
out damage. 

Yesterday the scene shifted to 
Brussels, the first ministerial 
meeting since the deterioration 
of German and French public 
finances became evident There 
it was the turn of Malcolm 
Rifldnd to stir the pot by say- 
ing in public what he had pre- 
viously said in private: that 
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Even buyers of 
gilts are not 
certain to be 
repaid in sterling 


Britain reckoned that I be 
present timetable for EMU 
had "a serious credibility prob- 
lem". a comment not designed 
to endear him to the Brussels 
bureaucrats. 

Now from the perspective of 
most Britons it is tempting to 
see this as all good clean fen: 
nice to see the pompous Euro- 
enthusiasts squirming for a 
change. But quite aside from be- 
inga bit childish, that sort of re- 
action has to be set against the 
reality that EMU may well still 
happen. 

If Germany and France do 
wish to establish a single cur- 
rency in 1999. it is technically 
perfectly posable for them to do 
so. it would just be a question 
of changing the Maastricht 
rules. In any case, even if France 
and Germany missed the con- 
ditions in 1997, at some stage 
in the next three or four years 
they would be able to scramble 
buck wilhin them. The present 
war of words between various 
politicians around the EU is 
about delay, not about junking 
the thing. ' 

A much more sensible ap- 
proach is to step back from the 
politics and focus on the range 


of market implications. There 
are two ways into this. The first 
is to construct a flow-chart, 
which might run on these lines. 

First, you have to decide the 
odds on any countries going 
ahead in 1999. Next, there is the 
extent to which the criteria are 
eased, bent, or broken to allow 
these to do so. Obviously the 
wider the group, the greater the 
flexibility of the criteria. Final- 
ly, depending on which coun- 
tries had been excluded, you 
would make some guesses as to 
when the outsiders might be ad- 
mitted, if they wanted to. 

On the other hand, if the 1999 
date were not met, you would 
make a separate set of judge- 
ments: how long the delay 
might be, whether delay would 
scupper the project, and per- 
haps the runners and riders for 
start dales of, say, 2002 and 
2005. 

There is nothing wrong with 
that approach, and it is useful 
because even if you give quite 
a low probability to the sun 
date or 1999. you lend to find 
that the chance of there being 
some sort of EMU by 2005 is 
quite large. People considering 
buying 10-year or longer-dated 
German bonds needs to be 
aware that they will probably be 
repaid in another currency. In- 
deed if investors are really de- 
termined to be repaid in the 
same currency as they are lend- 
ing, they really should stick to 
dollars or yen. 

Even buyers of gilts are not 
certain to be repaid in sterling, 
though amusingly there were 
some suggestions yesterday that 
gilts were becoming a safe 
haven amidst the turmoil of Eu- 


ropean currencies. That shows 
that things have realty come to 
a pretty pass. 

This points to another way of 
looking at the whole business. 
It is to say something like this. 
Let’s forget about the details of 
the EMU debate, because we 
simply cannot add anything 
sensWe to it What happens and 
when will be a political decision 
over which we have no control. 
Instead we should adopt a prac- 
tical, fact-based approach to all 
investment decisions, and see 
where Lhat leads. 

That sort of approach heads 
in this direction. First, look at 
global inflation trends. These 
arc dearly down and have been 
dowQ since the early 19S0s. 
There is no sign of any rever- 
sal of tbe secular trend, though 
obviously there will be cyclical 
swings. 

Anyone investing money in 
bonds maturing in 20 years’ time 
is making a grand decision 
about global inflation, besides 
which the performance of in- 
dividual currencies is less im- 
portant. If world inflation 
comes down, so wflj inflation in 
the various European curren- 
cies, though by somewhat dif- 
ferent amounts. 

But we still have to make a 
choice of the relative attrac- 
tiveness of different lenders, so 
what are the guides there? The 
age-old laws of supply and de- 
mand hold good, but since we 
can have tittle idea of the de- 
mand for bonds in the second 
decade of the next century, 
let’s focus on supply. 

The graph (below left) shows 
what has been happening to the 
supply of government bonds in 
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the three big. economic zones, 
showing that the supply is most 
restricted at the moment in 
the US, has increased rapidly in 
Japan, and is continuous and 
considerable in Europe. On 
this very simplistic basis, dollar- 
denomwated bonds ought, on 
the face of it, to be attractive 
compared with Japanese and 
European ones. 

One should also look at the 
stock as well as the flow, at the 
size of the European public sec- 
tor debt in relation to gross do- 
mestic product compared with 
Japan and the US, and at the 
different levels within Europe. 
Allow for the different age 
structure of Japan and the US 
and the debt levels are not 
vastly different. 

Most European countries, 
on the other hand, either have 
vc iv high debt levels (Belgium. 
Italy), or they have rapidly age- 
ing populations (France, Ger- 
many, Italy again). Since 
economic textbooks point out 
that the ability to. service a 

We still have to 
choose the relative 
attractiveness of 
different lenders 

country’s debt depends on the 
tax-gathering powers of a gov- 
ernment, age structure is very 
important to the ability of coun- 
try to honour its debts. 

In so for as "sterling ought to 
be a safe haven, it is not because 
the pound seems likely to ex- 
clude itseff from the “Euro" 
game: it is because, for ihe next 
20 years, the UK has a signifi- 
cantly less unfavourable age 
structure than the other larger 
European nations. 

Look at those big issues, 
those that determine credit- 
worthiness, rather than cur- 
rent fashions in economic or 
political thinking. The righ 
hand graph shows just ho 
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volatile the crucial relationshi 
between French and Germai 
interest rates has been over thi 
last three years: whenever th 
franc Is weak, the French au 
thorities have to jack up inter 
est rates. But the reality of th 
relationship between the twi 
currencies has hardly changed 
I think there is a moral here 
We do not know what will hap 
pen to EMU. But if investor 
axe risk-averse, they steer clca 
of the whole thing and invest ii 
good old dollars. 
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Airtours close to deal with Carnival cruise giant 


m S u ecmcnl is understood 
Sv^r>‘ en rL ' ached for Car- 

ihK wnr ws 

SE operator, to 

n A5^^ Car I*-‘ r cenl stake 

m Amours, the second JargL-sl 
holiday company in the UK. 

w *2?“* admitted it 

r filc w ^k before 
“‘v f,,Uow, .' , e a sharp rise in 
us share pnee. A City source 
said yesterday that ihe deal 
uocuments were closed to be- 
fog signed. The deal will most- 
ly involve the issue of new 
snares, and be accompanied by 
a partial offer to existing share- 
holders. Airtoure, valued at al- 
most £50Ura. is a very tightly 
Held stock. David Crossland 
chairman and founder, owns 30 
million of the 115 million in 
issue, and there are several 
large institutional holders. 

Airtours may well accom- 
pany any announcement on 
Carnival with a separate deal 
to buy Spies of Denmark, as 
pan of in, concerted push to ex- 


pand in Europe by establish- 
ing a firm base in Scandinavia. 

Speculation that the deal 
might be imminent did not 
start circulating until the mar- 
ket had closed for business yes- 
terday. By the dose of dealings, 
shares in Airtount were trad- 
ing 2p down at 424p largely re- 
flecting disappointing results 
from Eurocamp. The special- 
ist camping operator caused 
disappointment by reporting a 
20 per cunt decline in booking; 
for this summer. 

Investors were wrong-foot- 
ed by the news despite bad 
news on holiday bookings by 
every other tour operator m re- 
cent weeks. Eurocamp's shares 
plunged 21p to 23Qp, and al- 
most one million were dealt. 
Firs! Choice, the UK's third 
largest tour operator, dropped 
3p to 71p. 

The market was largely 
bereft of gossip yesterday and 
share prices generally spent 
much of the session marking 
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time. The FT-SE 100 share in- 
dex bounced around between 
phis and minus 7 points, and 
finished virtually bang in the 
middle at 3,734.6 - a fall of 0.1 
of a point on the day. 

Investors paid very little at- 
tention to the record breaking 
antics on the other side of the 
Atlantic. Trading on Wall 
Street yesterday opened on a 
firm fooling following Friday 
night's 55 point surge in the 
Dow Jones index to yet another 
peak of 5,271.75. 

A lack of real takeover ac- 
tion and fading hopes of fresh 
cuts in interest rates appear to 
be keeping the lid on die Lon- 
don market. GQt edged stocks 
recorded losses extending to 


quarter of a point. Volume 
trading yesterday struggled to 
reach 688 million, given that 
there was some very chunky 
business conducted in several 
of the leaders. The most ac- 
tively-traded included Brit ish 
Gas, 21 millioa, UaydsTSB, 32 
million, and 12 million each 
British Steel and in Forte, 
which disappears from the 
Footsie tomorrow. 

British Gas dropped 4p to 
236p. complaints against the 
company have doubled, and it 
is becoming enbroiled in a 
fierce row over its right to cut 
off power stations amid one of 
the coldest winters in decades. 

A chilly wind also blew 
across the financials pitch. 


Worries about an all-out war 
among mortgage lenders took 
Abbey National down 18p to 
614p. The Call wiped £237m off 
the company's value. 

The main fear is that Na- 
tionwide- the country's second 
largest lender - is on the verge 
of slashing mortgage rates and 
simultaneously raising interest 
rates for savers. This will put 
the squeeze on building soci- 
eties that have turned banks- 
like the Abbey National - be- 
cause such moves will eat into 
profits and limit their scope to 
raise dividend payments to 
shareholders. 

The threat of a mortgage 
war prompted analysts James 
Capel and SBC Warburg to 
switch their investment rec- 
ommendations for Abbey yes- 
terday from buy to hold. 

Away from the gloom, sev- 
eral second liners registered 
reasonable gains on sustained 
and fresh bid speculation. 
Lloyds Chemists sprinted 24p 


to 450p as mmours intensified 
of a coun„ ~ offer by Gehe of 

Germany to Uruchem’s agreed 
bid i rrarte a fortnight ago. More 
than 3.5 million shares in 
Lloyds changed hands. 
Unichem fell 6p to 249p. 

Renewed bid speculation 
lifted Ladbroke 5p to 174p. 
The company - seen in some 
quarters as a target for Bass - 
is negotiating to buy the Bar- 
racuda casino in London from 
Stalds. steady at 87p. 

Seed International firmed 
7p to £l(M7p od rumours of an 
imminent £60m disposal of its 
50 per cent share in Book 
Club Associates to hs joint ven- 
ture partner, Bertlesmann. 
There is also talk that Virgin 
Publishing is looking to buy 
Reed Consumer Books for up 
to £100m. 

Shares in Boots climbed 12p 
to 619p on gossip that it was to 
sell its Childrens World stores 
to Storehouse, a penny softer 
at 292p. 


taking stock 


□ Oei Hong Leong. the Chi- 
nese tycoon. Is believed to 
have tightened his grip on 
Bolton Group and is looking 
to nse the tiny property in- 
vestment company as a vehi- 
cle to buy telecom and cable 
firms. More than 17 million 
Bolton shares, up 2p to 25p, 
were traded. It is understood 
Giant Point Developments, 
bis bolding company, has In- 
creased its stake In Bolton 
from 27 to 28 per rent by buy- 
ing shares from other 
directors. 

Q Trading volume in Video- 
Logic was brisk, with more 
Hp>n 1.6 million shares dealt 
by the dose of business. 

There was gossip that the 
company was dose to signing 
a couple of big supply deals 
for its multimedia computer 
chips. One of the deals is said 
to be with IBM. Shares in 
VideoLogic firmed 0.5p to a 
year's high of 68p. 
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Hodgson in 
Fogarty’s 
slipstream 


SSHSE? T 6 ? 5 * e latest recruit 

uncSSS? 'f°' s out t0 m ake life 
uncomfortable for his Lancastrian 

neighbour, the reigning world champion 


O n an unfinished section of 
motonvay - at ihe cobbled 
end of (he network, come- 

raichrql c " il “ possible io 
caich Carl Fogarty and Neil Hodc- 

*°“ pjnmg together for a duel 
which has become the talk of 
motorcycling. 

Fogarty Ls the world Superbifce 
champion, the life and soul of 
Ducati for the past two vears 
Hodgson covets his title, fiavinc 
leapt into the saddle “Foggy" va- 
cated on the Italian factory team 
when transferring to Honda. 

There is liltle evidence of the ri- 
valry between the 29-year-old Foe- 
arty and his 22-year-old challenger, 
however, as they steer moiocross 
bikes over the makings of the M65 
extension in East Lancashire. 
Hodgson even borrows one of Fog- 
arty's machines. 

■Hie sessions are a reminder of 
their beginnings riding over flat 
muddy local fields as members of 
the Vale of Rossendale schoolboy 
motociusscfub. Darren Barton. 21, 
another graduate, recently joined 
the Aprilia 125cc factory team, so 
there are now three professional 
racers living within eight miles of 
each other. “It must be something 
in the water." said Hodgson, who 
first rode motocross at die age of 
nine. 

Since putting his 500cc grand prix 
career on hold to accept Ducati’s 
offer of a twcv-year Superbike con- 
tract, Hodgson has become the fo- 
cus of attention. He is about to 
embark on a world tour to test the 
machine before his contests with 
Fogarty and the rest over the 14 
rounds of the title race, commenc- 


ing with the April meetings at Mis- 
ano and Doningion Park. 

There are signs of a growing af- 
2"*; £ BMW 32 °* registration 
NbH 1 (the middle name is Stuart), 
from one of his sponsors, a 
Yorkshire insurance broker, has re- 
placed a Honda Civic in ihe drive 
of the farmhouse in Burnley where 
he resides with his parents and an 
older brother. Carl. 

Although never doubting that he 
was destined io race motorcycles af- 
ter being introduced to them by his 
father, Mark, a club level com- 
petitor, Hodgson used to supple- 
ment his riding by working as a £60 
per week labourer. Last" year he 
made £15,000 as a “privateer" on 
the SOOcc circuit, then Ducati ele- 
vated him to six figures as a works 
rider. If he wins the world title, he 
could earn from £4-5m per year. 

“At school i was a dayd reamer," 
he said. “I was the boy staring out 
of the window thinking about the 
next moiocross race, so obviously 
my results suffered. At 16, with just 
three Cs [Art, Business Studies and 
English], I was left with a little bit 
of a dilemma: I had to find a job.” 

A friend told him that the build- 
ing trade was “a bit of a laugh", 
which did not always prove to be the 
case during his two years on the 
sites. “1 was really feeling quite small 
trying to carry the hod," he re- 
counted. “They only had to put two 
or three bricks m it and it was weigh- 
ing me down. 

“I was still working when I won 
the British 125cc championship. 
From being the man interviewed on 
television, squirting the champagne 
and having all these girls round me 




and being a bit of a star, I’d be back 
carrying the hod on a Monday 
morning after driving through the 
night to gel home. And the guys at 
work didn’t treat me any different. 
1 was the skivvy. I got the red hot 
tea bag nn the back of the neck 
every morning. Bui I’m not com- 
plaining. I'm glad I did that, because 
1 appreciate the position I’m in 
now." 

Hodgson's levcl-headcdness, ex- 
emplified by his resistance of a 
strong temptation to treat himself 
to a Porsche -"1 could buy one now, 
but l‘m a sensible northerner and 
know that things could ail go 
wrong" - is counterbalanced by a 
fiercely competitive nature and a 
talent that has drawn comparison 
to Barry Sheene. 

“At school I was the captain of 
the football team, and I ended up 
fighting with my own players be- 
cause they weren't giving 100 per 
cent. That’s how passionate I was 


about winning," Hodgson said. “I 
pulled out of grand prix, basically, 
because I wasn't offered the right 
bike to win.” 

British riders tend not to be first 
in line for the best factory 500cc ma- 
chines on account of national op- 
position to cigarette advertising. In 
terms of sponsorship, the grand prix 
circuit is tobacco road. 

“I’m pretty confident going into 
Superb ikes,” Hodgson added. “I 
don't think I'm going to go out there 
and win every race and be the man, 
because nobody's ever done that 
But I believe that I could learn and 
be up there and certainly win a few 1 
races." 

Fogarty is the man. According to 
Hodgson, the Blackburn rider is 
“seriously wealthy now, incredibly 
outspoken - he slags his own team 
off - and a little bit weird”. 

On a personal leveL Hodjpon has 
come to terms with his rival's per- 
sonality. “Over the past 20 months 


I’ve got to know Fo ggy a little bit 
better, but he’s bard to have a con- 
versation with." While respecting 
him as an opponent, he recognis- 
es the value of adding spice to the 
situation. 

“Carl Fogarty, I’d say, was the 
third or fourth best motorcyclist in 
the world, in any cc, and Fm going 
to try to beat him. If I could win the 
world championship - and that's the 
plan - HI be a big, big hot proper- 
ty, and everyone's going to want me.” 

ls it developing into a “lack ass” 
rivalry? “It almost gets like that,” 
Hodgson said. “We did a television 
interview and nearly ended up 
fighting . 1 said, ‘Well, hopefully I'm 
going to win the championship. I'm 
on the best bike'. Then Fo g gy 
grabbed the mike and said, ‘Yeah, 
but he isn't the best rider’, and be- 
fore we knew it we were arguing. 

“And then Carl said probably one 
of the best things he’s ever said. He 
said: Took, me and Ne3, we aren’t 


going to fell out with each other. We 
want to do well. If Neil wins one 
weekend, then he was the best man 
that weekend. And if 1 win the next 
weekend, then I'm the best man. AU 
we want to do is kick some Aus- 
tralian ass and beat the Americans'." 

Before that is possible. Hodgson 
must ensure that he is as comfort- 
able on the Ducati as Fogarty was. 
“It takes weeks, and many, many 
laps." Hodgson said. “Fm about a 
stone heavier than Carl, and a lot 
taller, and there are thousands of 
permutations of the settings you can 
have on a bike." 

His acquaintance with the Ducati 
began in San Marino a few days be- 
fore Christmas, when he performed 
45 laps and came within 1.5 seconds 
of the lap record on the Misano cir- 
cuit. “I was pleased, considering it 
was a completely Dew bike and the 
conditions were so cold.” 

A road version of the red ma- 
chine is on its way to Burnley for 


Hodgson's persona] use. The last 
time he rode on the public highway 
was when he took his bike lest at 
the age of 19. 

“I was absolutely petrified," he 
recalled. “1 already bad a car licence 
and I was the British 125 champi- 
on at the time, but I would have 
failed if I hadn't spent two days at 
a training school learning to ride on 
the roads. 

"TbU me to ride over a settee and 
I could do it. because I've got bal- 
ance, and that's what I do. But I had 
to learn to do all my ‘life savers' 
every time 1 braked, otherwise they 
class you as being dead and fail you. 

“The guy who had to follow me 
cm the test recognised me from pho- 
tographs in Motor Cycle News and 
couldn't believe it, and I signed an 
autograph for the examiner after I 
passed.” 

His knees might have been 
knocking, but it was one occasion 
when they did not scrape the road. 
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Sublime potential in 
the novice ranks 


Racing 

JOHN COBB 

The Cheltenham Festival's Sun 
Alliance Chase and Arkle Tro- 
phy have a surprisingly poor 
record in producing future Gold 
Cup and Champion Chase win- 
ners, but the list of entries pub- 
lished yesterday has a more 
productive function. Among 
the 61 entered for the Sun Al- 
liance and 30 for the Arkle are 
several who have achieved lit- 
tle but are dearly expected to 
justify their entry fee in the six 
weeks before the Festival. 

Those that catch the eye in 
the Sun Alliance are Highland 


Scottish turf has kept frost free 
and kept jump racing on the 
road, with yesterday's meeting 
at Ayr and today’s card at Mus- 
selburgh (where there is a 
7.30am precautionary inspec- 
tion) supplying the only alter- 
native to the sand tracks. 

Many trainers were unhappy 
about the surface at Ayr, how- 


Jack, Chief Rager and Sor- 
biere. The first-named, who 
has the look of a chaser, was 
sent fencing by Andy Tumell af- 
ter just one outing over hurdles. 
He made an impressive start 


RICHARD EDMONDSON 
NAP: Super Rocky 
(UngfieW L40) 

NB: Blue Charm 
(Musselburgh 3^0) 


when second to St Mellion 
Fairway at Ungfield but then 
crashed out early in a better race 
at Kempton next time. Nigel 
Twiston-Davies’s Chief Rager 
was a good third to Jibber The 


ever, and 36 of the scheduled 77 
runners were withdrawn. 

Yesterday’s Plumpton card, 
today’s Nottingham meeting 
and tomorrow's Leicester card 
have all been abandoned due to 
frost and snow and there wfll be 
inspections today for tomor- 
row’s Windsor card and Thurs- 
day’s Towcester fixture. 


Kibber on his only outing over 
fences, and Nick Henderson's 
Sorbiere who was similarly 
promising in his only chase 
start behind Nemuro. 

In the Arkle. Henderson's 
Sublime Fellow, a faller at the 
last in Trying Again ’s Kempton 
race, looks interesting. 

David Nicholson has an em- 
barrassment of riches in the Sun 
Alliance with five entries. The 
Irish bookmakers Uam Cash- 
man have already opened bet- 
ting on the race and make 
Nicholson's St Mellion Fairway, 
who also holds a Gold Cup en- 
try, the best of the quintet at 7- 

1 behind Mr Mulligan on 6-1. 
Billygoai Gruff, Call Jt A Day, 
HQl Of Tull ow and King Lucifer 
complete his challenge. 

Martin Pipe’s ex-French 
mare Draborgie is entered for 
both novice events and Cash- 
man makes her favourite, at 9- 

2 for the Arkle. 

Mde Trophy (Cheltenham, 12 March) Haro 
Coalman: 9-2 Drabor0e.6-1 Arete fchsmen. 
7-lCertariySonifcltenana Cannon, 8-1 tag 
WahCtay. Martaran Carta, 9-1 Trymg A&m, 
12-1 Ask Tom. Captain Khedive, 14-1 others. 
Sub ABanca Chaw (Cheltenham, 13 March) 
Ham Cashraaic 6-1 fcfrMUSOrt. 7-1 St Mel- 
lon Falmsy, 8-1 Mapr SunrrR. 9-1 The Grey 
Monk, 10-1 Tha BtyBoat OulT, Nahthan Lai 
11-1 Wl Of Tulwr, 12-1 Others 


Scots produce cold comfort 


LINGFIELD .. MM 

HYPERION 

1AO Super Rocky ZM Mr NaverniM 2A0 Diego 
3JD Distinct Beauty 3AO FBrty Gertie 4J0 BaHyah 


OING: Standard. 8TAHS; 5f A lm outside, remainder tnrartr - 
BAW ADVANTAGE: Low for E-t 
| Left-hand, sharp course (Equarack anfe*)- 
I Course in SE of town 00 B8028. UngCddsMton oowae. 

OMISSION: All endomires SB. CARPARK; Oub Li; res. fee. 


SIS 


LANDAU HAMXCAP (CLASS D) £5400 

added 5f 

(21) (CO) P Hams 7 100. 


illfr HALFTONE (43) (Qtt R M FkW 4 9 1 — ■■ ■ — -J3Ifl|3p3 
2-020 «SPtfftPH«ftSTT(affM BP^ »6ai0 — S& wda»7 
>660 SWBtLHO (BO) WTOJ a 7 13 

1:7-2 Sap* Rocky, *SS S. 
tod Dynasty, S-lHrorotfs U*®- ***■ S “ p8rt “ 


«] DOG CART CLAIMOTG STAKES (CLASS E) 
w ! £4£0O added lm 


wwah w raws W 

.132 

busne sour j *« 6 8 io_— J f 

065 EASTIBSH (11) (CD) R Hofflushaodrsg 

JG& OUHZARO (CD) H WSamsi 66— DOfl»8 

-8 dedared- 

11-4 Spencer* M* M 

L mat A B-l Canotaro. 8-1 BbUoi?. ih-l ««« 

SULKY MAIDEN STAKES (CLASS DJ 
£5400 added lm 2f 


j uiDU auwsu — . _ . _ _ 

3 SSSBSSStS^^Szi 

W ML0F TWCKS (1694) J &tSfp3 912__I W* 8 

©. Mamma aim j.* id. 

rO tomboy RwAns rart cbm.- 

06 lAWanWBH»KCaiu«»"»» n495 -®™ l “* \ 

32 mmymMirnn>nflrBrtriiDBis383 — 


6334- D&80(113) CBrmai383- 


46064-3 LOVE BSD (19) M )ofirE&n3 B3. 

-Si 


BEHffa 2-1 Otago, SW Ism BW, 3-1 Betti Kolgtt, 5-1 Boyfriend, 1*4 
Tariyar, 1M Oortte Jaoparfy, 20-1 la* Btafetfc, ZS-1 ottm 

CAROLE BLACKBURN HANDICAP (CLASS 
E) £4400 added 3YD lm 2f 

1 000-111 CHMAC«SnE(Gj(CO}Ptoron9l2(5e0._. 

2 602-12 OStlcr BSWnrpJOTWOTlrran 9 

3 54431-3 mOBmOIMESIWE|2n(CO)UJornaDn610 


LEU 


LINKEEED BTBfrr TIME: Double Jeopardy (2.40). 
ENNERS IN TIIE LAST SEVEN DAIS: China Carole (3. 10) 

in at Wolverhampton on Wednesday. - 

WG-DISTANCBBITNMEBS: Loe^ (2 40) ft TOoni- 
yn Bat ate (3.10) haw been aeni 270 notes ipr M **nrton 
ho MkfcUeham. N Yorkshire; China CM te (3 J 0) ae ro -70 
fro by P Hasfcvn from MkWleham, N Yorkshire; Soger Boeky 
40) new. 230 mites by R Sandman from Limow. W Yorkshire. 


033- DOW (59) C3noti 8 ID 
1000-3A HOTUPSHOUUHAN [10) BUStanS89 
04006- HAKUH. R Harren 8 6 



0600-13 S WtMia i FWHC6(3)iqwCaiflgBna3 I»*m4 

OCD SKNSRU5(UO)Dr)Sca^710 BMnl 

0060 URDBiMBMflN{I9!Rti0OT71f} 

10 560060 WWW EXPRESS (»)B Pane 7 10 C P a d aeBB 

- 10 declared - 

MHnunne^ic 7010b. Thie nandcap ae»tfs: Sfens R Us * UW Bbn- 
gmn 7a 7Kx reran Egsess 7tt 3b. 

Knwfe 3-1 Otea Carta, 7-2 DteSnet Beamy, M Tbemtoon Estate, 
6-1 Kottpa HoeEtan, Uod, B-l Smmtgfi Pitero, Ftebnfl, 26-1 ot&ara 


(3301 


HANSOM LMUED STAKES (CLASS E) 

£4>2O0 added 7f 


1 31-0402 POUtOFSPBDES(SJ{CB)PErtisS913.. 


. 

2 002620 OHSW.KBH(tS{lfl|((9P) R 6Si#an 8 9 MS— A Cfcrt 8 

3 0361-62 HWMStDRMtlQ)tCSt0Aerd>DBB8910 

CWbbhob (5»2 


4 000360 MNnaMUnBSU2)(CO)CJH44 9U) — I Wo o er 9 

5 1DS50O MSM-BOT PDQ tt KS5BK***, *9 7 — B Port (7)1 

6 065 DHAfiON GHSN (19) J Wtia 5 9 7 SOo»(3)10 

7 006000 U»tMMI(6JMPb«a*/9 7 JlfrtlBe4 

8 «22(B- reESB(T5nWnOK (4 ^ (CD) Lot! U nargJor 59 7 

AkneeCnok (7) fi 

9 323261 {WY6BQIE(11){I8RBdss 4 9S LOattDfie 

10 «51«a5- mCMM9(SQ(QB Race 389 SSaoOea? 

-lOdedared- 

BEmNe 4J. fW> Geitte, 62 Haasi Storm, 5-1 Prtoort SBaaOoa, 11- 
2 Crystal 61 « Spates, 7-1 Mrotor MBMd, 16-1 ottaro 

PHAETON HANDICAP (CLASS F) £3^50 

added 6f 

056330 MtsmESmCQOqjSumBlOO^PIhqiviaS 


(4301 


(E36-S3 ffiwnrou BUTE (12J K HeAife 6 8 S SSande»2 

10 60WC5 SHHBOOII«»®RJ»RW5S4 BBtttB 

-ttdadnd- 

BQTPft 3*1 Aarota, 7*2 Datfjah. 6-1 Nroroftia Butts, 9-1 Raartai, 

132 Mqr Maas, 8-1 Sbqnaf Doaate, Radferote, 16d 8«an 


006006 TfflBHUS(rjfl2JJ MR®«4 911 MFrotnol 

006000 WUSUXRWHBt(21)SUeetan49 7 MtaroarS 

506501 RMDOIt (129 (CQ C lames 5 9 7 CMterlO 

500630 «KKCmatSI(iq(qGI>U9<sn'- : 95 AW7 

663X32 DN«HI(7)mQLMWR59S StWfertB 

533-223 4WtSHA(4)(BF] Ms>GiWHay4.95 LDettBri9 

016440 ANYOMEBtSYP^ fCfPDatei 4 612 SDWaol 


MUSSELBURGH 


UZO Unprejudkx 
L50 GALLARDN (nap) 
220 The Laughing Loin 
250 Houghton 


HYPERION 

320 Young Steven 
350 Meny Rose (nb) 
420 Bawtand Park 


SIS 


OUIMEL 


222-16 quSNS COMU. (64) (D)(MBsHeae*iLOa«orj Btah«*611 7 RSopfe 


0580 

JMAROOT [10 U P Steaayl D Now 5 11 5 _ 

LVfear 

6R 

MBIER CASUAL (B) (Mb D F Ctrteml W Reed 7 11 5 

BSorey 


MDQM |M D hetfennpon LhS F Nscor 5 11 5 

A Thornton 

64 

PP 

OOP 006 





CUIiet AM. (8) ’(Kero M L B«mi) B Ban 5 110 

B Hartal « 


24fi 


RbWNE (41) u j J 6NaB 7 U 0 . 


ARodtan 
PI 


165 RtgCH PROJECT (104) PI ^Saqtechasng Mr SBtattame 4109 
5 BJROtMCDE RSB. (USX) (B2) p DmrbQalgSNBth) U (femmord 4 10 7_ADnfafata 
_12 tfprinmil - 

BET1M6: SO Quean Ccoad, 4-1 Onpraknice, EseBak The Babd, 64 PiterottUastea, 61 
Protect, 10-1 Clow GM, Hoefal, 14-1 often 
IMS; Ttornan Gate 6 11 12 L W/& 3-LIUH Eaaatfl 14 ran 


1 cn| DALKEITH NOVICE CHASE (CLASS E) £4^00 added 2m 
Penalty Value £2£98 


1 434540 AN01HBI VBfTURE (46) (fkhaRl Mhoetot) F Hrptv 6 U 3. 

2 OV3E35 QJUWloraatr US ttjrrsrftf^Bje MrR RLar*) D Lart) 7 113 - 

3 166525 EURomST (20) [BR CUs D KaQtoMfl) 5 KeUarel 7 113 

4 513044 QA11ARDM (10! (S P HxtDr) BRothart 7 113 

5 /B2PC5 UVEMBIETUVE(43) Mrs CGGTO0 Mm LVRia9e) 12 113 

6 2-3VF2 ftWU«fiC»WUDSfe*)MHsOTOTd8113 

7 63260F EXPLORE H0NDIM. [1^ Norton I Dyer 5 10 T„ 

- 7 ( 



-A Dobbin 


BETim24Patetecdo,84. r a Biamn i,4-lBieb»trt62BrtowMo«rtU.lfrlltectNr V ei 4u n>, 
14-1 Dark MTOIght. 16-1 Uve Art Let Uro 
1995: Wee Bvar 6 11 10 J Catalan 4-7 [C M Moon) 11 on 
raweiiBE 

Mae h Ik Rret no ctees. RAflUMXiO fcieneo a dttrocs desrof V* tM rtien an agHa&t n«- 
ner-up behrt Hs Way in a Biwoiter has sa aeete a&. That elton rtl ha«e helped to iWore F^ao- 
do’s oortorce and he eon shM the way horns hoe. tidy Harmonffs runner «lw*« the nwarsm 
mp nxay buine duae seconos qvb tuber ba am eidudad one at me uv- Chaanedetwent feeMat 
^airo coreecuiwe wesnes n hmlcBp tnnfles a Sedebeid and Wetherty tel eeam vd ms beaan 
or^ a lereh era a ipaner by Jyrnptn Jotnv X Refeo die time before taL Ha s a M enrt tor tfes game, 
tnaoer, and wrid prater some cut rn the 0 dukl Pagtecdo ml^t hM more to tear ton rdliilnl, 
•hoee too rude mns ba season ncfcded one here and rtn «* mprow a a rartt at a totrti to tad 
Domet at Camnch 10 days b0l 
PAQJMX20 

HARPERRiG HANDICAP HURDLE (CLASS E) £3000 added 
3m Penalty Vhlue £2^38 


2-20 


12L111 HASTHtOFTTE HQCX(43) jtSl) (Ms Sue AOsms) J Mactte 7 11 ID. _ 
3122-50 JUSTSUPPOSBI(17)lODnsulailaflBRodMel5ll2. 


-* Supple 


422314 UU PlAYCt (USA) (17) (Q 68 (Mb K 5 ferdQ Ms S Bramd 9 11 0 . 

(MU’- IOFf : OtaBt(267)WDHedem0on(P8ciiate«U))FWa&on91O9 4 Dubbin 

526634 PE L4U6HMG LORD (41) (PemrJSFUBeSMALVFkESrt 10107 Albondop 

163355 GBtMWl£EB»(25)niDGPi)de)Dlanb6l05 AHnam(7) 

-fir 


1 
2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

BETTWB: 4-8 Hotter Ot The Hock, 3-1 Me Plqro; 7-2 The land** tod, 7-1 Oanaaa Inpeod, 
15-2 Joet SappoMR. 14-lTopfdwr 
1996: TrondWB 6 11 11 P Mean 61 U J OTtoin 9 an 
FOn DUDE 

MSB OF THE HOCK can tonpiae a ku-tere - and sand Ins season's My b fhs. Attougi twice 
pbced tM» the Mgs oosodes tost season, u* tekedon (toil rea*y tote to the larger otsaOee but this 
res pmvec to Be a Wesso* *i Os^iee, as he ta Sodetf rtodcap nudbe at Ser&iets. Ifertet ftoeen. 
Csiencv and over course end Ame. ktoaer Of me nodi a up » tan tas me but b rti landed m 
carry on the good aoth. Me Bayer, auccaatl hem a tap am a hetf mfcs. ran cast the tteance a 
Nenc^De the time beloie fast - Geraaa laBead ro tenths bad; (i sih and Bb betBr in. Sue BamaTe 
nna-jear-dU coJd do no beoerden toinh, at 22 leneh^ to The Last Fing onr the seme ouse end 
« he mst iveem appearance tu nqr be the one to tutie 14 ) Masts ttlhe Roch hee. Just 
S^proto era on last ffoutd s WedwW last season, tatiat^wth no seconds, and roil oul ai b even 
t w haE ftptdiad unptnd r both tw tarn. 

S^ertoK MASTDt OF THE ROCK 


rent KUVIANY CUP HANDICAP CHASE (CLASS D) £5^00 
"11 added 2m 4f Penalty value £3£25 

123U24 UODGHION (2E) (D) (BR (Goirkr Brwnl J H ioticon 10 120 PCsbeny 

316F22 PUanRH (CATV (18) (CO) (J Pate) N TrVier 7 11 7 HroPJOBOS 

3P-35SU MSUmXJTIB£(b54)(X4 (D)(KBmeh4Jearcla7 hAJaandrll 11 0 — M’S Man 

5250-34 HElAUOOIGU»D(41)<DrtPJSftS5dOMesLVnnallOUO — DoabOd 

F-0453U RbPa>IIOVBt(iqtQ(MisJMcFteto>M<rt)DNdan91D8 LWyer 

324311 CHUtMMG GALE (18) (CQ (Mrs Mr Ethemt) Mts 5 Butuna 9 10 8 A Watt (7) 


FkBCAimOSARf INSPECTION: 7J0a « 

GOING; Good to Firm (Finn In plarro down the tack straight). 

■ Right-hand oval uourae with Qght aims. 

■ Racecourse la & miles cast of Edtaburj* on A). Bus link from Edinburgh raftway Ra- 
tion 5 miles my. ADMISSION: Club ill; TauersaDs J6 (OAPs and unemployed 13. 
accompanied under-lGs Ora). CAR PARR: FYee. 


9EJTNto 2-1 Bandog BOt, 7-2 ffeM Mover, 4-1 KoqgHoD, 161 Web Yoe Thera 

1995: Baatong School B 11 5 B Storey 2-1 (C Parked 8 on 


■ LEADING TRAINERS WITH RUNNERS: M Hamwrod - 22 wtauen from 102 mn- 

nen gtw a socccss ratio oT 21 .0% and a loss lo 1 51 level etake ot Sfr.70; Mrs M Reve Je y 
- 15 wtoters, S3 rt»SKis.2iWV SlUl. PMooUtA- 10 E3 rmncrx 15 iWfc, +SJ2lXt. 

N Tinkler - (I winner*, 29 runners. 31 iAk, +ii37. 

■ LEADING JOCKEYS: B Surer - 17 wins, 1)3 rids, 1S%,-A69J1:T Reed- 13 wtro, 
98 rides. I314fc, +S 88 I- 8 : P Ntwsa - 1 1 wins. 59 rates, 18.64b. +510.10; G MeCoart- 10 
wins, 38 rides. C6J4h. -SI. 10. 

WINNERS IN THB LAST SEVEN DATS: None. 

LONG-DISTANCE RUNNERS: Master Of The lock IZ2D) he* been sou 260 miles by J 
Marine from Church Broughtoa. Dertyftftn?. 


aanategflNewonomrauseandtfrRmel 8 dayBaeo,(Meatiigftataielen 0 handa<proiertf- 
« Cross CroMn unsea&d mreetencesoutrtenloctor^a tsnainwmar. WWi a 3to BdisrtBgft Purt- 
an, Wio finahed aDonSy tha ctey and a m tei-we bfeen here, can tan mud that form, thou 0 i 
RAPflD M 0 VBI. eho unehoped tour tenets out (i that event, con boa them both. Rad Mwer. «ho was 
goeig wel and heft) nety dance v4wn ne deponed. Ibe a 3to prt wldi wih cnonring Gate, tho^i he n 
no better n am town, hkf saecton is a coase wtoner owr both nutotes era fences. SMtYou There 
budered and tost Ids nda a the nbuh n Owrwig Gdft m hem when a 33-1 shat and may not be 
midi at a dangsr even d he eomptew lha Ome. Hoo04oa «add Double these t back near Ids best e«n 
inner 12 st. Burns tew t06ansucassUi<Ace&ngin & SeU&foldinSeix&nber on fits reappearance 
and ftndied tenths aWi of Vten Vbu See when ton were id beaten In Dam Oak’s race on a te- 
am n me Co Dutom track. 

I RAND MOVER 


a20] 


1 ors I LOGANLEA NOVICE HURDLE (CLASS E) £3,000 added 2m 

Penalty Value S2J519 


WALiYFORD NOVICE HANDICAP HURDLE (CLASS Q £3,000 
added 2m 4f Penalty Value £2/190 

113452 HSDROSEOFIQfKfflnffbsMariMortBdd PMaroah5U.10 9 Cairo (7) 

560412 BUR CHABN OB) (CD) (MaMClnbayi Mo Sfertome 6 11 9 ADobUo 

535 SAriMF EMNCSt (25) (One Tudowff Mr; A teigldon 7 11 1 M Foster 

00064 SffiBVD THOUGHT (USA) mtSe/nmlMeaui Oeert CRsrto 5 10 12 — B Storey 

0030 YtXJNGStElAN (18) 1A JThagxxS Wliemp 5 10 U S 

D05P2 IRBNUM (USA) p7) [M C BofD R Aten 7 10 10 . 


3DP 1 WNFWS43 DANCQ CL06B) [6S Bnwn) Mss LV teasel 8 ID 6. 


•AlbontDa 


BETTMtt 64 Btoe Ctotm, 3-1 Trtewdmk 4-lSayirt Dmm», 61StomdDnrt«,T-lYlro«Stown, 

VWd taro of Tort. 361 RMtats Dncar 

1995: Tates 7 ID 6 D J Moftatt 61 (0 Ucftats) U nn 

FORM GUIDE 

After stemming Manta egl l« 0 hB ner coase ana damn m early Oecember. BUIE CHARM stayed 
an soontfy ehan a kw-tonteh second bahM letohen also ner dds DB here 18 (tom ae>. 5ia Brad- 
tone's ctagemAO he rme a home owr a lonyr trip re an arcae fc tan can gfl g& beck route ren- 
nert andoaua here. Triemun ms shoeing nprowd toim whan bealen by Btoe Charm era s 8k bettor 
rf bwtfewin® locks s« to ccrfrmsupenorty.VBd Roro Of York MU a nonce nert a Heiham 
mSeptsntwM a coupfetdsefcre at hefeo-fi October and ttaenter. She feshed lame dta that lat- 
est ten and apdi Men tanaee and aiptorod to Hrtown Blues at NeacaOe this month but was beaten 
twee lendhs ty On*dana « SeAteWd BA Vteanesdpy and mw pfcy sword «dio dre one. 

: BUiE CHARM 


PR9KESS MAXBE. *ho made dwtramen both her hadleiacasei 1933-94 tfwi oared by Maty Rev- 
*y. fnlshrt Mb to We Of Penh on her retun a jumpln§ ai Hedem jua brtw OnsniBB. Her nwsng 
Kflloa £400 fnetoiJortelYNeilau A sawKtoy ban tor ctome«]Ocfeey Alan Roche, twih being bund 
guby of schooSng and condrareng In puMc. ONeS tmt Tm rery dsappoWed - 1 dunk the rmar be a 
p*e. She ies domg her bea and her tuns tacked ner. I UmdOlocted bad on Bieflkn but Mt odet 
wy noukl you Ue a sawn- brang hose round Hedren. Shi tas been m Da Ireng ISr about a month and 
ddnt get toe tnp.” Pmoess Mam. rarer ol ttoee Ftat races ei 199*. «i be nu* ha«»er tora tw* 
tfap course than ai Hadron and. sure a pmteess retn that oaing aider her beK, can open her titoSng 
account OmasComM, wmer-up m her three races tost season, pdned a veSlurnrtliretsicceB when 
tutsans Datan Drapes fe tenths at Heydoek n Nwemter on her return. Adbidng mto a sadh id a tag 
bet) behati Wen VCRder a Wscester. She coted gs dose oeEpke & mne-nvek Usance. Enrofc* the 
Rebel won cfarrera at Goodwood (i Jaw and at Doncaster m October for Reg Akehutst’s stato, charR- 
rg hands to £10,000. The fou-ym-cto, non tratneo by Mctef Hamnond. <U be the Denar lx Me Hth 
rf a MgB field beheld Wsdom a Caoendt ■ November end could soon find a hurtle race. Sue Btadbvne*s 
Irttti acqrttoon fiwrti Protect made a mrewg rudhrig debut at BaBreobe in September tut frtaned 
ovtaeed In both runs s*» aid may new the raoe. 

PRKCESSMWNE 




FENICUOl NOVICE OiASE (CLASS E) £4*200 added 3m Penal- 
ity Value £2£50 

44»Q1 BRMD SCSOT (43) « {SooM 3«tfectOT0 J H Johnson 8 U 11 PCmbreiy 

iKXSe OWSttnBJf (239 mLadyHMtardIV Thompson B 11 LI Mr Mltrcmpsoa 

PRO FARMERS HAND (4G)(K Morton) BEBsm 9115 BKsdtagfS) 


02 m6TR0SE(49(IheEkst toMrt4)) MHamundB 115. 

PPD530 SMB RIB (2Q [Mss L V RrooD Mss L V ftroel 10 11 5 

- 5 derived - 


J4rC 


-Alboreton 


BETTING: 7-4 Many Hone, 2-1 Grand Scenery. U-4 Farmei'K Hand, 10-1 Overwhelm, 12-1 Send 

KteC 

1999: ODunBIUS 9 11 5 A Ma0dre 4-1 il H Jdvsonl 14 tan 
FORM OWE 

Bread Seenery gn. home by a lenph and a (prow ton MERRY ROSE overteo and a had mles here 
belcre Christmas tM(nysefcaon,«to ns mafang his fencing baetal day. cm Mnge the defeat Mth 
a 8 b aoianapL Meny Rose, who had only one hudto nm - at Keso in Ftovember - b orfer n and e open 
a farther Bipromram. He ran second m on Irah point-to-point n 1994 and wribe m name owthe three 
mBss - 8 rema A Mush ebo apples to Gnrd Sanov. FMneito Nrod, a 561 shoe nhoi beeten tour 
tengshs by tabdaen Tme a Canenck (3m 11 ) tefam dretmas on hm (test nm tar aess, loots by fer the 
bsa«fihe»»W. 

SetecttaK NBffff ROSE 


J Cal 


m 

_B Storey 


JLOr\\ TWPLEPRWT STANDARD OPEN NATIONAL HUNT FLAT 
.”**1 (CLASS H) £2J)00 added 2m Penalty Value £1^51 

1 BASMCHOFTfffAAjIrsaftJAfcsSBBEatOTSllS D Ryan (7) 

2 480 HBMAID SPM (45) (Laael (Ufeue) UmiEifi Ms M Itewfey 5 11 5 R Hodge 

3 TO® OF PAN 1H H Johnson if MssS Wfcmseri 6 115 Altontan 

4 00 BOWlAIBPMtKUmMsSmSaBaRtoH EAbtonGUO 

5 CBXttCOAMAtMmtosefnByJafteyslWfeedSllO 

6 6BPlE B 4 MEm UanaeEtoariHAIw5110 

7 WJMrSFET(PBuMcMN«ORMd<etor6UO 

8 IBGHTBt LASS (Ms Ssan Cortett) J Charlati 5 11 0 

9 CHE 7 OF KHORASSAN (Ht) (Mfaddtem ftrlt Ffacmg D S KeUWtf 4 ID 7 S Pontt (7) 

10 COUNB.GBDRflE{HsSankaScoaBdO MsSBroirt41D 7 IButm 

11 JUSnatEDAD^a«e)Mtedunir4i07 RHmdkc 

12 0 WHVMOOP(lD)((faylteed)CTl0non41D7 NHomcto(7) 

13 W«IBBimfBt(Hnu«ltobreR2PMonBBi410 7 ADobbta 

-UdKfered- 

BETTW& 11-4 H^taad Spin, 61 Cclosiel Geonte, 11-2 War Whoop, 7-1 CeBic Ctnwau 61 Just 
Mw Dad, 161 Portend Me, 12-1 OiM of Rhore— n, SaaHe Bawhter, 14-1 often 
1995: Tan Bnxfie 5 U 5 A Ma&^ 2-1 V H JorraonJ 15 ran 
FORM CUBE 

K8HUW SWi apenenca mB Band Nm h good stead wh ID ol he dertfl nwls miang thee debuts. 
Ihe Dutnedi ^Ug, a ddter ei die betongvfeen Suth of 14 to Ytu Itak on ha motxtocoai a South- 
Ml ei May, Mrt cdtwourae at Madw Rasen n ftowroa on Ns wren, fnamg a UMangh Had ol 
IB behind lad. »* feshetf raptaert a^na CMne Kfag as Caoendt M ocUO be utwb another 
dance. Htor Whoop end Bu a to nd Itorturere bodirea beaten behind Gods Souec at cattonw but are 
both open to mprowmert. eswMPy war Wrap, v4» mb makng Ids debut on dm oeroston. Afl die 
some, era ol the neMomere may ohmob mat t&n$r and Wfem ftaerfs Cette Conan cart be me 
one. She is by daiatod MNMig sre Cake Cone art b a fuff^Etor to bunper Mrer Ben Ofiver art w>- 

nmgchasarCetacScng 

ateacBmrMBmBSFW 

■ Sarah Bainbridge is recovering well at her parents' home in Wiuon-le- 
Weir, near Bishop Auckland, after breaking her leg on Ihe Middlebam gal- 
lops earlier this month. The conditional jump jockey, 20, who is based at 
Patrick Haslam's yard, fractured her tibia and fibula and also smashed her 
ankle. After tbe accident, which happened in thick fog, she was driven to 
Catterick Military Hospital She was later transferred to Northallerton Fri- 
aridge Hospital “I've had two screws put into the leg and two into my an- 
kle, r said Sarah, who has had one winner on Ihe flat bm has vet to record 
her first success over obstacles. “I will probably miss the rest of the jumps 
season as I have been told it will be three months before I can ride again." 


RESULTS 


AYR 

110: JL NORIHBIN CHARMER (RGanty) 
4-1; 2. Sbonorei'e Way 11-10 fmr; 3. Zrtroon 
9-4. 8 ran. 1, 2V2. (E Alston. Ltwaon). TotK 
£4.50: CUO, £170, £1-10. DF: OL60.CSF: 
£8.77. Tntt £4.90. NRS Badd Oust. Owr- 
ity Cnsadw. Girt Of Ayr, Gold Bits, Ju&ran, 
Polly Star, Supreme Soviet. 

140: 1. STASH THE CASH (A Dotted 13- 
8; 2. Cmroon VMM 10-1; 3. Ghre Bnt U- 
8 fw. 6 ran. 6,7.11 Pter. fevreiBDMtol- TotK 
£2.40: £UD. £230. OF: £7X0, CSF: £16.17. 
Tna £730. NRk Asnal Weeks, OotorM Andri- 
Don. CracMvU Farm. OysU Gift. Faecar, H®v 
land Way, Martha Buckle. Shrewd thought. 

2^0: L JUST FRANfOE (P MMT8 3-2; a. 
Catthaon Cloud 5-2; 3. Ctom Camion 6- 
4 lav. 4 ran. 8. 3. (MrsM Rroeley, SalUwm). 
TotK 1350; £230. DF: £3.60. CSF: £10.16, 
NRs: Port In A Storm, Precnwe Run. 

2^40: 1. NAUGHTY RJTURE (A Roche) 10- 
11 lav. 2. BoU Beet 3-1 3- Artara 8-1. 
10 ran. 1. U. (J J ONeUL Permth). Tata: 
£160: £130. £180, EL5D. DF: C7AQ. CSF: 
£4.44. Tito: £7.50. NRs Salyanta Carte. Car- 
iey lad. Came OanL DawTa Way, Kings Lane, 
Noon Souid. 

840: 1. STORMY CORAL (B Storey) 8-11 
fav; 2. Rocket Run 5-1; 3. Gala Water 33- 
1 4 ran. IS, 10. tCItoter, bodmrbiet.TotK 
£160; £1.70. DF: £2-20, CSF: £4.79. Tnc- 
asc £58-78. NR: Eaa Houston, Finch's Gem, 
Funny Old Game, Gotten Fiddle, NadwrMony, 
SMorJkr. 

3A0: 1. L0CH4AQIMIN <P Nverg 8-Uto: 
2. Salro 2-1; 3. Rabal Nag B-l 6 ran. 4, 
20. (Mrs M Revetey. Saltbum). TotK £150; 
£110. £170, DF: £200. CSF: £2.65. Mte 
ChoMy, Ma|or Bed, Smoy. 

440; 1 CUTTHROAT MO IG CBhQ S-ll 
bw. 2. Bang In TKWbte 5-4; 1 AnMartlla 
Harvest 12-1 3 ran. 7, 10. (Mrs M Rewtay. 
Sadbum). Tote £180. «- £lia CSF: £194. 
NRs: Abbot Of Fumese. Celtic Bream, Cnum- 
rrVB Sa0. Ecarftan. 

Q a adpofc £830. Ptacnpot £3150. 

Place S: £23.04. Place B: £25.12. 
SOUTHWELL 


130: 1 CABCHARBE BUUE 1) Weateri 11- 
U 2. Kartoske 3-1 far. 3. Indiatn 9-2 . 8 ran. 
Z Vi. (T iltortton. Epsom). TWk £1730; 
£2.00. £1-60. d-4a DF: £29.76 CSF; £4148. 
Tncasc £156.71 Tm £37.70. Mb Marta. 

2JM: 1 S40IARE DEAL (C Tea&te) 1-2 
tor. Z Margaratrasa Ann 20-1; 3. Hew 
Botf Eagle 12-1 10 ran. 4, 3. IS R 
Bowring. Mansfield)- Ttota £160: £110, 
£430. £4.70. DF: £730. CSF: £3325. Tito 
£23.70. NR: Young Fteaarfck. 

230: 1 BOLD ARlSTDCfUI (F lynch) 7- 
1: Z Anresanw Vertreo 7-4 jt tar. 3. Bb» 
t«t0or 9-2 Bran. 74A«av« The Sac^an). 
Hi. V*. (R Hoanshead. U lanetoD-TMec £920; 
£2.40. £110. DF: £930. CSF: £18.77. 

ZOO: 1 BADAWI 0 Quinn) 6-1: Z Up- 
per Ucrent Ctolr ll-Z 3. iWzyan 13-2. 13 
ran. 5-1 fav La Menort)usia. U. 4. (N Bab- 
Chettenirantt. Tote: £5^0: £2.10, 
20. 0,70. DF: £1930. CSF: £3939. Tn- 
casc £210.51 Trio: £4320. 

330: 1 STAND TALL (Dean McHeown) 3- 
ltor.2. White Sorrel 5-1 1 MRot 11 - 2 . 
9 ran. hd. (C Thornton. MkWelifflri). Tote: 
£4.10; £2.20. £230. £2.70. OF: £1230. 
CSF: £17.68. TrtaSSC £7187. Tno: £15.90. 

430: 1 BAILIWICK (M Fenmn) 8-1 Z 
Bumrtatoot 4-1 jt iw; S. Efip p tlte 7-1 9 
ran. 4-1 )t fav Domettes. Hd. 1> fc. (N Sa- 
hara. Newrnadieu- Tote: £1160: £Z90. 
£140, £190. DF: £203a CSF: £3822. TrF 
cast: £216.83. Trto £53-40. 

430: 1 RCHE5IER LASS iCTa^fae) 9- 
Z Z The Martial 10-1; a. Moody 5-1 9 
rear. 7-2 lav MB Dercer (4th). SK-hd. 6 . (S 
R Bovrang. Mansfield). Tote: £6.60: £230, 
£430, £3.00. DF: £2170. CSF: £43L40. TD- 
casc £21160. TrUx £20.50. 

Jadmot: NM vnn. Pool of £3931238 ear- 
ned forward to Lmgfiekl tomorrow. 

Qaadpot: £1930. Ptacapob £62.60. 
Plaea B: £38.74. Place B: £37.57. 
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SUPER BOWL XXX: Two second-half interceptions hand Daiias a third title i n four yea rs, Matt 

O’Donnell 
lets down 
Steelers 


In the build-up to Super Bowl 
XXX it was surest d to Neil 
O'Donnell. wh.« looks like the 
bassist in a country and western 
group, that if he shaved his 
beard off it might improve his 
marketability. He declined the 
offer, and perhaps it was just as 
well. As the same itself showed, 
it will take more than a trip to 
the barbers to tum the Pitts- 
burgh Steelers quarterback into 
a superstar. 

O’Donnell has endured more 
than his fair share of critics in six 
years with the Steelers, but as a 
key figure in their route to this 
year s finale his supporters argued 
that he had now done enough to 
be regarded among the sport's 
£lite. His performance in Sunday 
night's showpiece inlcmpe made 
the suggestion seem ridiculous. 

O “Donnell crowned a des- 
perately unconvincing display 
with the two interceptions that 
settled a compelling, if some- 
what unsatisfying. Super Bowl. 
As a result the Dallas Cowboys 
won 27-17 to claim a third title 
in the last four years, but this was 
the least impressive of their 
recent triumphs and can only 
complicate, rather than settle, 
the debate surrounding the gifts 
(or lack of them) of their head 
coach, Barr)' Switzer. 

Twice in the second half the 
Steelers fought their way back 
into a game that should have 
been beyond them, and twice 
O'Donnell hijacked their hopes. 
There are occasions when 
quarterbacks are unfairly 
blamed for ceding possession, 
hut there can be no denying 
O'DonneHs culpability. 

In the third quarter the Steel- 
ers' attack was threatening an 
equalising score when the Sleel- 
er playcaller threw a bewilder- 
ing pass straight into the hands 
of the Cowboys' Larry Brown. 
There wasn't a Sleeler within 10 
yards of him. Brown returned 
the ball to the Dallas 18-yard 
line and a couple of plays later 
Emrailt Smith plunged over to 
give the Cowboys a~20-7 lead. 

Still the underdogs were not 
done, and with four and a half 


minutes remaining they took 
possession on their 33, having 
cut the lead to 20-17. One of the 
great Super Bowl finishes 
seemed a possibility until 
O'Donnell, again intimidated by 
a posse of blitzing Cowboys, 
once more found Brown. This 
time the Dallas cornerback 
made it to the seven, and 
Smith's second short-range TD 
ended the contest 

Bill Cowher, the Steelers 
bead coach, was quick to con- 
sole his quarterback as they left 
the field. *T told hhn to took at 
the big picture, not just this 
game. We wouldn’t have been 
here without him," Cowher 
said. 

All the same, O’Donnell's per- 
formance may prove expensive. ' 
His contract expires next month, 
and with an annual income of 
SZSm (£1 .8m) is one of the less 
well rewarded of a lucrative call- 
ing. An impressive year suggest- 
ed it was time for him to join the 
&4m club, but his unhappy Sun- 
day may change all that, and 
could even persuade the Steelers 
to allow him to move elsewhere. 

Certainly there was a stark 
contrast between ODonnell’s 
work and that of Troy Aflanan, 
his Dallas counterpart Paced 
with much the same sort of pres- 
sure. AiLman displayed char- 
acteristic poise in the pocket 
either finding his man or throw- 
ing the ball away. His match re- 
turn was a relatively modest 209 
yards and cannot be said to have 
won the game. Crucially, he did 
not lose ft either. 

In a confusing and ultimately 
disappointing Dallas display 
Aikman’s aplomb was probably 
the difference, but should not 
have been necessary. The Cow- 
boys so utterly dominated the 
early stages that for a while, it 
was difficult to see the game 
staying competitive until half- 
time, let alone the finish. 

On his fust carry Smith, freed 
a block by Larry Allen on 

reg Lloyd that should have car- 
ried its own assault charge, 
dashed for 23 yards. The Cow- 
boys were no less successful 







Contrasting fortunes: Emrratt Smith, pursued by the Pittsburgh defense (above) had, by his standards, a relatively 
subdued game even though he scored two touchdowns. Nell O'Donnell (below right) slumps in despair on the 
sidelines after his second interception cost Pittsburgh any chance of staging a comeback Photographs: Reuter 
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through the air, with Aikman 
happy to locate the underneath 
receiver when the Steelers shut 
down the deeper options. By the 
end of the first quarter the Cow- 
boys, dearly at home in Arizona, 
were 10-0 ahead and apparently 
poised for another rouL 
That (he Steelers were able to 
mount a response speaks much 
for their heart, and also some 
shrewd coaching adjustments. 
Projected as the Cowboys’ in- 
feriors in just about every regard, 
they began to thwart Smith, 
largely thanks to the efforts 
linebacker Levon Kirkland. A 
scoring drive was limited to a 
field goal and the next one. for 
the first time, produced a punt. 


Then, as the half came to a 
close, the Steeler offense be- 
latedly generated some mo- 
mentum, culminating in a 
scoring reception from Yancey 
Thigpen with 17 seconds left that 
combined two unlikely scenar- 
ios: a perfectly thrown ball from 
O’Donnell and Deion Sanders 
being beaten for a touchdown. 

At the break the Steelers 
were entitled to be delighted 
that they only trailed 13-7, and 
the sense that this might, stag- 
geringly, be a victory for the 
common people grew m the sec- 
ond half as they continued to 
thwart the Cowboy attack. 

O’Donnell’s indiscretions 
changed all that (.though Bam 


Questions of Sport 

| £40,000 to be won 

Today we are giving you another sporting chance of an instant win. 

In Saturday’s paper, there was a Questions Of Sport multi-choice scratch 
card which, if you answer three sporting questions correctly, gives you the 
chance of an instant cash prize from £1 to £1,000. 

You don’t have to be an obsessive fan to play - a good general sporting 
knowledge should suffice. But remember, you only get one chance to 
answer each question, so if you are in ary doubt, check it out 
The card contains eight games so you can play daily through to Friday 2 
February. 

As well as the daily instant cash prizes there is a weekly accumulator prize 
of £5,000 to be won. 



HOW TO PLAY 

Today we are playing the section of 
the card dated Tuesday 30 January. 
Below are three sporting questions, 
each wrth three possible answers 
coded as A. B and C. Scratch off your 
answer to Question Thirteen, either 
A.B or C in the Q13 column then 
repeat for Q14 and Q15. 

THE QUESTIONS 
Q13 Who scored Evertou’s 
winner in last season’s FA Cup 
final? 

A: Duncan Ferguson 
B: Daniel Amokachi 
C: Ffeul Rideout 

Q14 Which of the following 
players has not won the tennis 
Grand Slam (winning WmbMoii, 
the Australian, French and US 
Opens in the same year)? 

A: Steffi Graf 
B: Martina Navratilova 
C: Rod Laver 

Q15 Which country does George 
Weak, Milan’s European 
Footballer of the Year, come 
from? 

A: Nigeria 
B: Ghana 
C: Liberia 
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'I ! full redemption. 
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IMPORTANT RULES 

Scratch Off ONE letter only for each 1. No ourchase necessary, carts are freely 
m icurhnn avertable from [newsagents or try sending o (argB 

question. sae to: Independent Questions Of Sport Cart 

If you reveal three identical cash Request, po b« ai. aectaum x, es 2 sac. 

amounts on any one game section on „ One cart py request^ 

IZ?™ c ( an l ount - X. 

After you have played the last game 3. All datro are subject to scrutiny and carts must 

on your card, total the cash amounts bem^tobeet^wa tore pres. c«tiswth 
you twe revealed, tf your total te nu, of tm 

£5,000 you win or share the £5,000 names and photographs m The Independent 

accumulator prize. You could also win and 1118 independent 00 Sunday, 

today’s instant prize of £100 by 5 - . 

_ -.r.,,. 3 evartapie in arw pose category, for any reason, a 

revealing an asterisk. Simple draw Win tate place for -ms pnae. 

6. Persons under 16 rears ofd. employees of 

If vou have revealed three identical toempaper PM&mg P*- Minor Group, 

« Wree -T en SS? Europnnt Promotions Ud., Newspaper 

cash amounts of £5 or under. DO Puotishmg pic reran agents, owr agents and 

NOT PHONE. Take the claim coupon , S'™**” ** not dllowe<1 P*ay- 
OR a piece of pfairt paper witti your 
name and address on rt PLUS the be emered into, 

relevant section of the card to one Of a. Newspaper Puttishmg pic reserve the ri|M to 
the newsagents listed below. SSSwIT"* 31 m ame ** cftan8B me 

For prizes over £5, phone 01254 

683666 (Irish Republic 0044 1254 • nuecnoRyj of ! 

6836661 between 10.30am and 4pm i > 2!? RT ! 

today. J CLAIM COUPON 

Participating newsagents: WH Smith, J T . TT" 7ZZZ 1 

John Menzies, Forbuoys. Martin^RS * Tuesday 30 January 1996 ; 

McCdl.Dillons, Gibbs, Macs, i To claim pnzes up to £5 

Supertigs, United News Shops, Star ! DO NOT PHONE J 

News, K Balfour, Eason. GT News, ■ , « 

Paperchain - Village Store, Paper « Tate this coupon to any of the \ 

Shop. ! Participating Newsagents listed who ) 

IF you have any difficulty redeeming \ V° u y^r prize instantly. « 

your card and coupon for a prize send \ ■ 

both to: Independent Questions Of * NAME } 

Sport claims, PO Box 60. Burnley. i adorfs?: ! 

BB101SH. ! } 

l POSTCODE | 

I TELEPHONE ] 

• \ 

\ To the Newsagent; Please check « 

• the card is correct and give the } 

J reader the value of their prize. Send 1 


Morris’s three-yard plunge kepi 
the contest alive after the first 
one) but hardly alter the im- 
pression that the Cowboys 
under Switzer are considerably 
less threatening than under his 
predecessor, Jimmy Johnson. 

Switzer bas a reputation as a 
laid-back, players' coach, but it 
is difficult to imagine a Johnson 
team having to take a time-out 
when Pittsburgh switched to 
the no-huddle offense, muffing 
a kick-off or fluffing Pittsburgh's 
onside kick. Switzer's Cowboys 
did all three on Sunday, and also 
failed to make the most of their 
awesome attacking armoury. 
(Smith rushed for just 49 yards.) 

Naturally the Cowboy players 


London 

Marathon 

record 

Athletics 


entertained no such doubts as 
they rallied round their leader 
afterwards. “I'm proud of this 
team and Tm especially happy 
for coach Switzer." Brown said. 
“We owe this to the man.' 

Brown was voted the game's 
Most Valuable Player, an argu- 
able award given that his two 
game- breaking interventions 
were straightforward plays that 
required no great skill. Aikxnan 
and Kirkland would have been 
worthy alternatives, but from a 
game lacking in outstanding 
individual efforts ft was proba- 
bly a fitting selection. 

The choice of the game's 
least valuable player was pre- 
sumably less difficult. 



Wasps go 
back on 
road for 
Pilkington 

g ugby Union 

stcve 

vjqsps could afford a certain 

tog only .dc 

in yesterday's either, 'or m- 

zngtOT Cupquarter-f^ldraw 
at Twickenham w 5°. fen . e !’ io f ht r 

sure they were in the la® 1 
but this was wiped tto«n*«r 
faces when they were present- 
ed with yet another away ne. 

On 24 February, last season s 
beaten finalists must visit the 
winners of the Nottingham- 
Gloucester tie postponed twin 
sfr others last Saturday. 

With the Cup taking pra* - 
dence over the league, these 
matches will cause wholesale 
First Division postponements by 
going ahead on 10 February 
when the Second, Third and 
Fourth will also be affected, it 
league position means any- 
thing, Wasps can expect to be 
at Kingsholm- . 

Vtesps’ fifth-round tie at Win- 
nington Park, a 57-0 reward for 
the tortuous six hours it took 
them to reach Cheshire from 
London last Friday, was the only 
one completed to schedule. 
This made it 800 miles of cup 
travelling already' this season lo 
add to the 1,600 of last season 
while thev were en route to 
meet Bath at Twickenham. 

Indeed, it is nearly three 
years since Whsps were last 
favoured with a home draw. 
Since that semi-final defeat by 
Harlequins they have ventured 
as far west as Exeter and as far 
north as Newcastle, where 
Quins still have to win to qual- 
ify for the doubtful pleasure of 
a quarter-final at Saracens or, 
more likely. Leicester. 

Bath, the holders, will have a 
ferocious derby at Bristol if the 
West Country giants win at 
Wakefield and Bedford respec- 
tively. 

The pursuit of anglophile 
foreigners willing to earn them- 
selves some sterling picked up 
yesterday when Olivier 
Roumat. the outstanding 
French lock who reached the 
Currie Cup final with Natal dur- 
ing the South African season, 
was linked with Whsps where his 
compatriot Philippe Sena may 
also end up. 

PIUONGTON CUP Qnarter-finato: Leeds or 
London (rah v West Hartlepool or Ccwerrtry; 
Nomngwm or Gloucester v Wasps: Leicester 
or Saracens v Newcastle or Harlequins; Bed- 
tort or Brian* v MbtaAekf or Bath. tTJes to 
bepteywl on 24 fiefiruaryj. 
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MIKE ROWBOTTOM 

This year’s London Marathon 
wilj be the biggest in the event’s 
16-year history. A record num- 
ber of entries - 39,000 - have 
been accepted for the race on 
21 April, of whom an estimat- 
ed 27,000 are expected to finish. 

The event is now at its lim- 
its in terms of participants, ac- 
cording lo Alan Storey, the 
event’s general manager. 

“Taking the course into ac- 
count - Cable Street, for in- 
stance. is only .13 feet wide - we 
are up to our maximum level as 
far as safety is concerned. Next 
year we will probably get an even 
greater number of entries, but 
such is the price of success.’’ 

Although no participating 
runners have yet been named. 
Dave Bedford, the event’s in- 
ternational co-ordinator, fore- 
casts a memorable race. “I 
believe this years race will be of 
higher international quality than 
last war’s and that of 1989." he 
said. “And I think most people 
agree thal those were the best 
so far in international terms.” 

Meanwhile Flora, who have 
secured the event for the next 
three years, have put in a total 
of £6m towards their Marathon 
involvement this year. 

There will be a number of 
new elements in the 1996 race, 
including a challenge to all 
professional football clubs 
north and south of the border 
to enter teams in club colours 
on a competitive basis. Over 100 
dubs have accepted. 

Elite runners, and others se- 
lected by the organisers, will 
have their progress charted 
through silicon chips worn on 
their shoelaces which will trans- 
mit information every time they 
cross special mats which will be 
placed at five-kilomclrc inter- 
vals on the course. 

■ Chris Maddocks became the 
second Briton to win pre-selec- 
tion for this summer’s Olympic 
Games when he was named yes- 
terday for the 50km walk. The 
38-year-old, from DawlLsh in 
Devon, will be competing in his 
fourth Games. The firsi athlete 
selected was Vicky Lupton in the 
women's lOkni walk. 
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Britain on verge of excellence 


Hockey 


BILL C0LW1LL 

Great Britain's Olympic quali- 
fying campaign went according 
to plan in Barcelona, albeit with- 
out the services of two very se- 
nior players and also the captain. 
Jason Lasted, on the final day. 

Russell Garcia, the 1988 
Olympic gold medallist who 
had been expected to play the 
key midfield role at his own club 
venue, was stricken down with 
gastro-enteritis before the tour- 
nament began and Julian Halls, 
the iron man in the defence, 
missed out on all the games. 

The absence of two key play- 
ers dearly put a strain on the 
squad, in particular on John 
Shaw and Soma Singh. Their 
coach. David Whitaker, said: 
“I was unable lo rest them as I 
would have liked. Thev both re- 


sponded to my full satisfaction." 

He added: “I have been very 
pleased with the players’ atti- 
tude and strength. The pressure 
in a round-robin competition is 
very challenging, but we were 
unbeaten. We are potentially a 
very good team. We dominat- 
ed every game at times but al- 
lowed some teams to come 
back at us. We do not finish as 
clinically as, say, the Dutch or 
the Australians, but we have 
time to work on that." 

Certainly, there is a need for 
Britain lo make more of the 
chances they create and too 
much reliance is put on the abil- 
ity of specialist comer striker 
Cal um Giles. The Havant strik- 
er again responded to the chal- 
lenge, being second top scorer 
with eight goals in a totid match 
time of just under 21 minutes. 

With an unbeaten run of 17 
internationals since the end of 


November, the squad will now 
rest until the opening of the new 
Milton Keynes stadium on 24 
Match, when England were to 
play India. But following the an- 
nouncement by the" Indian 
coach, Cedric D^ouza, after the 
last game in Barcelona that In- 
dia would send an under-21 side 
and ex-internationals, the 
Hockey Association president, 
Robin Elliott, said: “We have no 
interest in playing other than die 
full national squad If that is the 
case, then we win look to get an- 
other country of equal quality." 

Following the goalless draw 
between India and Malaysia, 
which was suspiciously lacking in 
commitment, the Canadian vice- 
resident, Don Patterson, has 
Iged a complaint with the In- 
ternational Hockey Federation. 
■ Starting on 5 August, as a 
temporary experiment, there 
will be no offside in hockey. 
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Millie keeps brothers at bay 


Ice hockey 


STEVE PINDER 


Ice on the roads may have 
caused some games to be called 
off because teams were unable 
to travcL but two games kept the 
fans warm as Newcastle Warriors 
versus Nottingham Fhnthcrs and 
Slough Jets against Fife Flyers 
produced exciting draws. 

Slough’s 3-0 start against Fife 
was due to a brotherly hat- 
trick. Gary Stefan’s two goals 
complemented by one from his 


younger brother Joe. Fife pulled 
bade to 3-3 at the end of the first 
period, and the second period 
saw the sides swap goats with 
Slough ending up 6-5 leaders. 

The two sides continued to 
exchange goats until, with two 
minutes left, Joe Stefan scored 
to make it 9-8. With 90 seconds 
remaining, Lcs Millie, who 
comes from a Scottish ice hock- 
ey dynasty, proved that broth- 
erhood is not everything by 
scoring the equaliser for a 9-9 
final result. 

Newcastle and Nottingham 


kept their match tighter but the 
game was just asbackandfbrth, 
with the score 4-4 3t the end of 
the second period. With defeats 
crucial in the third period, it 
looked as if Mike Blmsdell, the 
Nottingham play&r-coach, had 
taken the points wftha goal two 
minutes into the period. 

The Panthers defended en 
masse but, for the second week 
in 3 row, Newcastle’s Scott 
Monison decided the outcome 
of the matth wth a short hand- 
ed goal with minutes left for die 
5-5 final score. 


WHERE ARE THEY NOW? 


The golden age of Welsh rugby 
produced many ftambojant stars 
but also some solid, dependable 
ones. Into which category Steve 
Fenwick fells. After a fine debut 
at Paredes Princes in 1975-he 
scored a try, a conversion and a 
drop goaf as Wales achieved a 
record 25-10 victory in Pans - 
the Bndgend centre went on to 
win 30 caps, a Welsh record for 
the position until last year. 

Fenwick faced England seven 
times, losing only at Twickenham 
in I960. He toured with the 
Lions in 1977 and twice won the 
Welsh Cup with Bndgend, dislo- 
cating a shoulder in the 1978 fine/ 
but still being named man of the 
match for his 15 first-half points. 

Away from rugby, Fenwick en- 



Steve Fenwick 


joyed success as a businessman. 
He qurt teaching in 1977 to join 
Tom David, a fellow Welsh in- i 
temational. in forming Triple 
Crown Chemicals, an Industrial' 
supply company. The company 
has since been sold and is now 
part of the giant Repsoi group. 


i -gd^r^owick, 44 and mar- 
rietL^tft two children, is. chief 
eJduSyeV of ftfaformer Bntigsk! 
Cfeib- Itfe a positron unimagln- 
•abtevffien he joined Carcffifs Blue: 
-JJraganiragjy league team In 
198:C which at the'tlme’barred 
. Wm from returning to union. 

■ .^.enjoyed wgbyJeague and' 
vrften l packed in playing l did not ' 
really miss being involved," he 
saw. "But Bridgend asted me fo_ 
.help- when they were going 
throu^r a sticly (fetch, and when 
they restructured two years ego 
I was appointed chief executive! 
The arrival of professionalism^ 
has created one or two inevitable : 
headaches, but I’m enjoying the-’ 
challenge.'* 

JonCuRey 
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w^**rf* sport 

Who would have predicted that the crucial match of the 
Five Nations would be played at Murrayfield next Saturday? 


Until recentiv I thou^, th:jl . if 
bought one of Rupert Murdoch's 


L ha y° I 1 ? 1 the bailie and that 


dish^. that wasXac voucould * “* 

watch overseas Test cricket » I , . L l ,° au ]uire a Sky aerial 

Courage league match or whaler uE‘ .h fCL ' : , 
look your Taney without extra charge n .u Sft “J legislation I ean- 

I now discover you have u. rwv a Hr,; S . ^ y ,. 01 ,he national rugby 


. r r J^r naVL ' n. pav a 
monthly fee of 125 or so as well' 

“How naive!” you mavsav. Well 
perhaps. But, if independent tele- 
vision brings you programmes Tor 
nothing (the hidden costs being in- 
cluded in the price of the goods ad- 
vertised), I do not see why Mr 
Murdoch cannot do likewise. 

I am putting off buying one of his 
dishes, and paying the monthlv 
ebarges, for as long as I can. Bul as 
soon as the Five Nations' Champi- 
onship is on Sky Television and can 
be found nowhere else. I shall know 


esting than many thought it would be. 

For who would have predicted 
that perhaps the crucial match of the 
- . Five Nations would be played at 

n , 5 ,her V! ,s jJ legislation. I can- Murrayfield next Saturday? Of the 

nni.mc i: K a, i J f- ,he na, 'unal rugby eighl most recenl encounters be- 
■ . holding out against the fi- tween the two countries at Edin- 
" 1 ,.T,n rn ?r l:i, "L f > s ' which Mr Mur- burgh (l%0-95) ScoUand have won 
°” c ‘ r - N°r can 1 see ihe all. France have won all the Paris 
P a ^ S4,n 15 legislation to matches except last vear's. France 
ih,- p«, t ^ Ki L '! P ans '.^° lel us cn J‘*Y narrowly defeated ScoUand in the 
c Nations while we can. World Cup, bul Scotland could eas- 

.^, W c Cks a S° n,os| observers ily haw won themselves. 

‘ *7^ . , ra J 1LC ,u heat England Scotland have once again come up 

i in j l, l Llli ! !y than they did. and Ire- with a pair of very good half-backs 
• r* ueleal Scotland con vine- in Gregor Townsend and Brian Red- 
l.®;' ~ , , ncc a B ain the competition path. Bul if halves alone won match- 
nni hi iL US “ IWn .' rughy may es. Scotland would have secured the 


n i L_., iivuiiaiiu nuiuu iwve atuumu niv 

, P art, ttJlariy glorious, championship more often than they 

^. D p PT ,N . ur Dublin. The have - four times - since the last war. 
pionship itself is more inter- They have a marvellous runner in 



on rugby 

Townsend, bul France have five 
potentially marvellous runners, for 
the enforced return of Alain Penaud 
strengthens the backs. Rob Wain- 
wright the ScotLish captain, has 


turned into a world-class forward, 
but for all their rucking strength the 
pack lack beef. Nevertheless their 
ground record favours Scotland. 

Though we expected France to 
beat England more convincingly 
and less fortunately than they did, 
most people simultaneously thought 
Wdes at Twickenham would present 
few problems io the home team. All 
of a sudden, and for no very good 
objective reason - the win over 
Italy is the only one that comes to 
mind - Whies are thought to be in 
with a chance. The popular theory 
is that they have the backs if only the 
forwards will provide them with the 
ball. The Thomases, ArweL Gareth 
and Justin, together with Leigh 
Davies, are particularly mentioned. 

I am writing this before the an- 


nouncement of the Welsh team. Of 
those just mentioned, only Justin 
Thomas at full-back is sure of his 
place. The prediction is ihalKevin 
Bowring, the Welsh coach, win pre- 
fer Nefl Jenkins to Arwel Thomas at 
outside-half if he can persuade him- 
self that Jenkins is fit. If another old 
hand, Nigel Davies, is picked in the 
centre, this leaves only one place 
alongside him for one of those new, 
exciting young backs about whom we 
have heard so much. 

What it comes down do is the hal- 
lowed belief that Wiles can beat any- 
one (even New Zealand on a good 
day) through native wit, quick think- 
ing and sleight of hand. Historical- 
ly, the only period during which the 
harsh reality matched the fond 
dream was the 1970s. 


Since then, the game has 
changed, on the whole for the worsL 
As Bowring said in a recenl inter- 
view, the laws encourage forwards 
to grind remorselessly up the mid- 
dle of the field. Tb his credit, in a 
way, Geoff Cooke recognised this, 
and planned accordingly. 

Jack Rowell is seeking a more ex- 
pansive style and. so far, fai l ing. Part 
of the trouble is simple. It is that 
most England players seem to find 
the greatest difficulty in giving a pass, 
and even more difficulty in taking 
one. Modem Welsh players are not 
exempt from this failing either, 
which I expect to see comprehen- 
sively displayed at Twickenham, 
with the outcome decided by the 
boots of Jenkins or Arwel Thomas 
and of Paul Grayson. 
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Adams the 

catalyst 

for change 

Tom Chesshyre reports from the 
townships of Cape Town on the 
big impact made by the progress 
of South Africa’s Test new boy 


The only cricket pitch in Lan- 
ga, a township in the suburbs of 
Cape Town, looks more like a 
neglected fann field. Clumps of 
grass in the outfield are almost 
knee-high and there are nu- 
merous sinister grapefruit-sized 
rat holes, which must have ac- 
counted for many a twisted an- 
kle in their time. 

“The ball bounces aD over the 
place. It’s not exactly the easi- 
est ground to play on,” said 15- 
year-old Bamisale Mhambani an 

all-rounder with 

Langa Cricket 


batsmen after just a handful of 
games, serves only to highlight 
the problems. 

Adams’ effect on young peo- 
ple in the townships has been 
galvanic. The reaction from a 
group of kids playing a mini- 
league match in the Cape Town 
township of Blue Downs when 
asked who their favourite play- 
er was, said it all. “Paul 
Adams!” they bellowed. One 
said: LC We used to all want to 
play soccer, bul now cricket is 

my favourite 

. sport.” Another 


Club, during a Apartheid is over, added: "Cricket 

breather from is definitely no 

an afternoon the gOVemment longer a white 
practice session. ° man’s sport." 

“It's almost im- CnQngGQ . DUt - The problem 
possible to hit a . , . South Africa 

four through all QttitUdGS dOTl t now faces is to 
the grass and it "... move fast en- 

5“ been known change OVeiTHght ou gh to capi- 


for balls to be 

lost in the holes. 

“It’s not fair. Most white 
guys go to private schools with 
much better conditions than 
this. Some have at least two wdl- 
kept pitches as well as seven or 
eight practice nets. We only 
have two nets for practising.” 

Although South African crick- 
et appears to be on a high after 
the Test win and the annihilation 
of England in the one-day series 
(there is a lot of talk of adding 
the cricket Wcrrld Cup to rugby's 
biggest prize), there is a long way 
to go before the organisation at 
grass-roots level matches the 
success of the top flight. 

The meteoric rise of Plaul 
Adams, the teenaged spin 
bowler from a Cape Town town- 
ship who bewitched England's 


talise on the 

wave of enthusi- 
asm. It is eight yeans since the 
United Cricket Board was 
formed to bring black and white 
cricketers together and help 
the development of young black 
players, but improvements to 
township facilities are slow’. 

Those fighting for better 
standards are feeling frustrated. 
“There are still a lot of conser- 
vative people around who are 
very resistant to change." Rush- 
die Magiet, the Western 
Province Cricket Association 
cricket development manager, 
said. “So we have to fight and 
fight and fight to give blacks an 
equal chance. Apartheid is over 
and the government has 
changed, but people's attitudes 
don’t change overnight. 


Waugh completes rout as 
Boon bows out in style 


Cricket 

Australia 502-9 dec & 215-6 dec 
Sri Lanka 317 & 252 
lAustrafia w in by 1 48 runs) 


Steve Waugh inflicted a final 
telling Wow upon Sri Lanka on 
their troubled tour of Australia 
by steering Australia to a crush- 
ing victory in the third Test in 
Adelaide yesterday. 

After heavy defeats in Perth 
and Melbourne, the tourists 
were outplayed once again, los- 
ing by 148 runs with an hour to 
spare at The Oval. Chasing a 
daunting victory target of 401, 
Sri Lanka were dismissed for 
252 in 96.2 overs to complete a 
3-0 drubbing in the Test series. 

Sri Lanka's fortunes con- 
trasted sharply with the emo- 
tional scenes within Mark 
Taylor’s jubilant side as the 
veteran batsman. David Boon, 
bowed out of Test cricket on a 
winning note. 

“David is the senior player m 
the side and also a very good 
friend so his last game for Aus- 
tralia was the most emotional 


Football 

7.30 unless staled 

ENDSLEH31 LEAGUE HBST DIVISION 


fl w i ui » Oxford UM 

THRU OMSKM 

Barnet w Torquay (7.45) 

Dwttagtcm « Preston (7-45) 

j| Exeter v ttantepool (7-A5)~ — 

^ Fulham « SaraUuxpe (7.46) 

GUngiam * MansftoM (7-45) 

Northampton v Plymouth (7.45) _ 

Wigan v Oafcftasta r (7.45} 

ANBL04TAUM CUP SEM-FINAL 
BlnatapaMi « West Bromwich (745). 
MHO WINDSCREENS SHIELD 
NORTHERN SOd-RNAlS HBST LEG 


moment during my time as cap- 
tain,” Tfrylor said. “David came 
inLoside in 1984 when the team 
was not doing well and he leaves 
the Australian side now as a win- 
ner. That is very important for 
the rest of the players.” 

er of the series at the close of 
play, claimed four crucial wick- 
ets on the fifth day to add to his 
century and unbeaten half-cen- 
tury earlier in the match. 

(Final day. Austram won msy 
AUSTRALIA -Hr*t tarings 502 for 9 dac IS 
R Wau£l 17a M E WBuffi 71. 1 A HeaJy 70>. 
an LANKA - Rat tariffs 317 (H P Tdfei. 
eratne 65. S Ranriingp 60: P R Ftedfe! 5-39'. 
AUSTRALIA - Second tanii^s 235 for 6 dec 
(S R Waugh 61no). 

SfO LANKA - Second tarings 
(OvenKNYe S9 for U 

S T Jayasurya c Heriy b S Waugh ..-UT 

APGurusWwbRaffel 2 

S Ranotunga e Heriy b S Whuffi 65 

fRSKakrwmararabSWauai 0 

H PTifekoratne c Hosfy b McGrath 3 

-p A De saw c Tuytor 0 M Wsgi 3 

H D P K Ohannascns c Taylor b S Waugh .J 

WPUJCVaescHsaiyb McGrath 26 

G P Wfckramasmgw b Warns 6 

K R Pushpafcumara not out a 

Extras (M be ntei 16 

Total (96Jt OWMj 252 

Faf leant): 2-70. 3-195. 4-195, 5-199. 
6-206, 7-21B. 8-225, 9-232. 

Etawflng: McGrath 202-6-48-3: RerfW 15-0 
601; Wame 27- U-68-1: S Wautfi UN3-34- 
4; M Waugh 4-1-15-1: McDermott 9-3-20-0. 
UrapiraK L Barker and S RandeR. 



Tbp cap: Paul Adams is mobbed by fans at the South Africa v Egypt African Nations’ Cup football game bi Soweto 


“It may lake another 50yeps 
or more before the inequalities 
of apartheid, as far as cricket is 
concerned, arc ironed out. The 
facilities in most townships are 
still terrible. Young blacks just 
cannot compete on level terms 
with young whites at the 
moment.” 

Development programmes 
are at the forefront of the long 
haul towards equality of crick- 
eting opportunity. The WPCA 
spends thousands of pounds 
each year on building all-weath- 
er practice nets in tOMiships and 
has one of the biggest and best- 
structured mini-cricket leagues 
for black kids in the country - 
more than 500 schools lake part 

Special training sessions are 
held for the most talented young- 
sters in the hope of discovering 


future Test players. They have al- 
ready proved successful. Adams 
comes from the Cape Town 
township of Grassy Banks, and 
is the first coloured player from 
the development programme to 
make the Test side. 

Developers hope he is not a 
one-off. Magiet was one of the 
Test selectors who picked him: 
“We originally put him in the 
South African A side as a form 
of affirmative action - his 
record alone did not justify in- 
clusion. However, he then blos- 
somed. taking a number of 
wickets, and we felt it was time 
to include him in the Tfest side. 

“Now everyone wants to be 
a Paul Adams. But he only got 
where he is through a lot of hard 
graft and black players must re- 
alise that they win not get an 


easy ride into the Tbst side. They 
must prove themselves. We 
hope Adams is just the first of 
many players about to come 
through from townships." 

Many top-quality black play- 
ers in their late 20s and early 
30s, however, feel that they are 
having to put in an unnecessary 
amount of “hard graft”. Faiek 
Davids, who scored a half-cen- 
tury for Western Province 
against England at Newiands, is 
particularly aggrieved. 

“The system is stacked 
against us,” Davids said after 
thumping another half-century 
in a league match for Cape 
Town's Primrose Cricket Club, 
his local side. “Most of the ad- 
ministrators in the provinces 
simply have no record about our 
achievements as players in the 


old black leagues. They don’t 
recognise our achievements. 
We find that we are having to 
prove ourselves all over again 
which puts us under enormous 
pressure. 

“1 beEeve we have to perform 
thrice as well as white players 
of similar experience in order 
to get noticed. If I score a thir- 
ty, people look on me as though 
I have failed, whereas with 
white players it will normally be 
seen as a temporary blip, be- 
cause the coaches knew all 
about their past records. If you 
have a few unlucky innings in a 
row, that’s it, your chance is up.” 

Players from Davids’ era are 
worried that time is running ouL 
Davids himself would not admit 
to his age, which be only gave 
as “late 20s. If people knew my 


SPORTING DIGEST 


Athletics 

Sun CaJyun, of China, reclaimed the 
women’s vwrtd indoor pole vault record 
on Sunday with a leap of 4.21m at a 
meeting in the German town of Landau, 
Sun broke the previous mark of 4.20m 
set four days eariter In Prague by Danlela 
Banoua, of the Czech Republic. 

Basketbafl 

NBA: CJncagi 93 Phoenix 82. 

Boxing 

Thailand’s offer to stage a heavyweight 
ftgit featuring MBe Tyson has been deatt 
a massive Wow by the former worid 
champion's cash demands. Chaowarin 
Latthasaksiri, the Thai government’s 
deputy education minister, retimed from 
negotiations with Don Nrtg, Tyson’s pro- 
moter, in Las Vegas to reveal that the 
fight would cost £40m. Chaowannsaid 
he was authorised to oflfer around £33m. 
Eight of England's 10-strong amateur 
team for the European Championships 
will face South Africa at the Royal Lan- 
caster Hotel next Monday: The excep- 
tions from the European line-up, picked 
to compete in Ve£e, Denmark, from 29 
March to 8 April, are the middlevyei^it 
Steve Randall and the he a vyvretgrt Fote 
Okesola. The European Championships 
are likely to be very tough this year and 
England must reach the quarter-final 
stage to stand a chance of Olympic se- 
lection. 

ENGLANO (v South Africa, Royal Lnoerast- 
er Hotel, London, 5 Fatmwjr): Hyw««ifc 
D Cosnao (Hoflngmn) v K ButUalao. Ban- 
tamweight: M Gibbons (South Bank] v S 
Mabura. Featherweight D Burks (Salisbury) 
v B van SchalknyK. UgMaratgU: T Peacock 
rSaftsbury] vE Mafcama. Lltfil ncitlfNMlglir- 
A Vaughan (Huytom v S Carr. WatUiawIglib 1 
M Hall iDartngBjni v A Segppa. ugU-oU- 
liuwulgrt- C Bessey (Amyl v V Kirene. Ltfrt- 
heavyweight: i Branch (Repton) v S Botos. 


Cricket 

A calf muscle injury suffered by Chris 
Calms, the New Zealand al-rounder, (fix- 
ing Sunday’s first limited-overs match 
against Zimbabwe in Auckland, which 
New Zealand won by 74 runs, has ruled 
him out of the second match InHfefling- 
Ton tomorrow and also means he is un- 
likely to play in the day-m^it match in 
Napier on Saturday. 

SHEFFIELD GHH3JD (final ita» of loum Sytnay. 
Western Australia *02 (M Hussey 105, B Hogg 
Mno; J Alton 5-34) and 193 lor 4 dec: New 
South Wales 258 and 220 for 5 iM Beuan 109). 
Match drawn. Brisbane Queensland 533 tar 6 
dec <M Hayden 334. M Low last Ttemarta 336 
and 330 for BlS Young 17Snw. Hatch dram. 
StandapEl. South Aususttan’fi, Pts20):2New 
South tuxes (6- 18): 3 Tasmania (B-14K A Queens- 
land tB-lAi; 5 Western Australia {6-14); 6 tfc- 
tona |6-4i. 

CASfLE CUP (floal day of few): DtutMBK Na- 
tal 277: WHan Pimwce 85 a Ktusener 8-34) 
and 273 tor 7 <G KMen 76no, H O AcXarmen 
501. Natch dnmo. Port EBrabeOc Border 263 
jrdlBtEesianPiovra 409 and 37 tor a East- 
ern Province won by 10 wkdsats. Pretoria: 
Retard 356: Northern Transvaal 95 and 335 far 
8 (M RnM HL M Pews 68, R Pienaar 50; H 
WHAerns 4-481. Match drown. Johaanotaatf 
Transwai 214 and 294 for 8 dec !R Snell 105. 
N McKenzie 88); Free State 203 for 7 dec and 
301 1C Craven 90, L Wttwson 50). Transvact 

won by roar run*. 


heads the Rst which also includes Scott 
Fitzgerald, Roger Joseph, Justin Skin- 
ner. Aldan Newhouee and Gerald Dobbs. 
TRANSFER Andy Arantt (tomad) OUngnm to 
Leyton Ortent, 

uwv TRANSFERS: Tory Cooks 
Manchesur unfed w Suntterlontf; RoscDavld- 
aon i defender) Sheffield UM to Chester; Im 
H aMith idetender) Mansfield « Barnet: Lm 
J onas dorwerdi Lrvwpoot to W>etf»n. 
BtDSUEKH LEABUETtM OKMoac Postponed: 
Doncaster vUnooln. 

FA UMBRO TROPHY Fbst round replay: Postr 
ponaft Weffing v BothweH. Flrat rowdsacuod 



. . ... Hyde v Marine toMne 

10B). TtKjKdoyr. Troujbridfyt v Sudbmr Toon; Oover v 
llbre Chettertfwn fttoyfng tomorrow). 

8336 ICIS UBACUE Hrat IttHWan: Pwatpanad: Rufs- 

Up Must v Boffar && tptrfng wmo/rowi. 
PONT1NS LEAGUE Hnt DMsiaa: PostpoBort 
f?? Bnrangham v Wohes. Sscond DMrioK Post- 
swc ' porrart Coventry i Aston Vi*a; Mansfield v Pen 
VWe. 

| AVON INSURANCE COMBMAItm Ffest DM- 

store Postponorl: Bristol Rovers v Tonwhsm. 
aUHDKfS LATE RESULTS: African Nations' 
Cup quarten*ral (Qurtran): Tuniaa 1 {Zoubsrr 
10) Gabon 1 (Madraya 16) wet; runt* m 
irz; 4-1 oft penatdes)- Spartsh League: Tenetde 1 
S-h CWaVtoO: Arietta) Madnd 4 AoitewBBiaoi. 

ttaflsn hssae F ta e ndna 1 Mceroa i. Prueti 
"Wot St-Eoema 0 tones a Pou&eae 

. a* Loaguo: cnaves 2 Porta 3. Bond Gels loaero 
1SS of t rah si d: st Patnch's NhMc 2 Dundah l. 


lea hockey 

NHL: Washm0on 3 PMadefonie 2 wrt: Montre- 
al 5 Boston 4. 

BftmSH LEASIE Pronto dhhtorc Candrif 17 
Humberode 8; Durham 9 Basfoaaolra 1; New- 
erotto 5 Notrogham 5: Stough 9 Rfe 9. niat H. 
vtotorr Bracftnel 6 Medinay 2; Guddford 6 
Dumnas 4; Manchester 26 Soto* 3: MurrayWd 
5 BukMmu ; Pawley li Paterocmu#) «. TaHonl 
4 Standon Mflcfoats 1L 







Rugby onion 

England A’s match against New South 
Wales, scheduled fbr tomorrow, maybe 
switched to a south-coast venue after 
Leicester officials reported that their 
Wetford Road pitch could weH remain 
unplayable. Exeter is the most likely 
venue. 



Football 

The Shrewslmy "town v Lwerpooi FA Cup 
fourth-round tie scheduled for 6 Feb- 
ruary will now be played the following 
night (8pm. afl-bckeO- 
Wimbledon jresterday put six players up 
for sale. Striker Gary BSssett. s&Kd fium 
Brentford fbr £350,000 in 1993, 


TODAY'S FIXTURES 


SOUTHERN SGMMfWAL FIRST LEB 

P8ttatwrau0iv Bristol Rowro(7^M9 

GM VAUXHALL CONFERENCE 

MacdnsfieM v Attrincftam (7-45) 

Norttwridi v Bransmw (7^45) 

Totford v Ktdtfwmtaater (7.48) 

TENNENTS SCOTTISH CUP THIRD ROUND 
M a t hai aW v Abeittonn (7^46) 

Clydcfartoh y StWng 

Dumbarton v Airdrie 

FaBdrk v Stenhotrar-maitr 

Postponed: Ojtfe v Dindee (pftynS tomommj. 
BELL'S SCOTTISH LEAfflJC 
S£COMO DIVISION 

Berwick v Farter — 

KB LEAGUE Pronto Dnristou: Oukucft Ham- 
let v Hayes? Sutton IM vPurfleo. FlrstDiw- 
storoMffldwthaoduThame Starnes vAbreCon 
Tcrov LWmctaj v Britesay (7.45L Second Ot- 
viskscBamaeadi Creydras VWsrrtfue vBrach- 
nefl (7.45). Tbfod DMstoro Atctoy v HenfnP 
(7.45). Grawfim taauranw Cup thirtl round: 


Meebuy v Ctarfutoxi Goardtan bramnee Ora 
luunli round: Aldershot v Basnsaota (T.45L 
Caitton Tmpttf total round: Cararay Wand v 
Cfty mr Hunaerfom y Hamoton: Ntxthwotx)* 
H toataax &CaritooTiiitaferttlirfiTa i ad replay: 
TAuy v E33t ThurocX. 

BEAZER HOIKS LEAGUE MHaad EHvtoton: 
Evesham Uta v Rertttch. Dr Martaoa Cup tanrib 
round: Cratoy v Baktodc HncWe, Town vMoor 
Green. 

18080ND LEAGUE Premier DMstoru Barm 
vBrahopAucMand: Buwon v Madocfc. 

GREAT MILLS LEAGUE Pronto DMttoe Q- 
mw v fctsngasffieid tJASi; Pajson Rovers v 
Bnstal Manor Form. 

UNUET SUSSEX COUNTY LEAGUE Fht PM- 
staEfWSKtiwWck. 

JEW5QM EASTERN LEAGUE Premier DMStotE 
T<SW* u Nasmwtet. 

NORTH WEST COUNTtfiS LEAGUE First Oivi- 
storo KfcSBjroi* s Mosafcy. 


NORTHBIN COUHTES EAST LEAGUt Pronto 
DMatorc Goofo v GJasshoughton wedaro. 
VmsnmLEAD KENT LEAGUE (Trot DMatan: 

R*eaone Irwicta vRams^te (7.45). RratH- 

vtaton Cup thM-mind replay: WmstaWe v 
Chatham. 

LEAGUE OF WALES: Uansantftald v HoTyweB. 
SHBtNOFF BUSH LEAGUE Pronto DMto 
Arte v Bangor. 

CALOf? COUNTY ANTRIM SHIELD Ftarafe Cru- 
saders v C to na von iW The Oral Belfast}. 
POHTWS LEAGUE Rrot DhdstoroDeiBy v Bcton 
■74)): Shethatd Utd » Nwveastle a XU tat Bra 
mad Lane i. Second oMataciManchesB'Ctfy 
v Bamstoy (6-45). 

AVON HSURANCE COMBINATION Second K- 

ytataro Plymouth v Bournemouth (2.0). 

• In view ot the adtose neatfier tandlBons to 
parts or tbs country, sjwcraws are atfraeti a 
cftBdr avtcfi wiuaB before traveffin^ to any out- 
ooartiOML 


lanWoosnam has moved back into the 
top 50 in the Sony world ranking fol- 
lowing his victory in the Johnnie Walk- 
er Classic in Singapore. Until last 
month, tire Welshman was one of only 
five players never to have been out of 
the top 50 since The ranking Eastern was 
introduced 10 years aga. 

SGKY WORLD RANKMBS: 1 G Norman lAus) 
isatfots; 2 N Price (ZinD 10.02; 3 E Els (SA) 


Rugby Union 

CUB MATCHES: Bath v Cairtri (735): Dunwrt 
v Snancea f7.0); Maaswg v Penarth (7.0); Ton- 
du vlreoictw i7.0): wasps v Lou^ibomrat Stu- 
dents (7 jof; cross Keys v Uaneli (7.0). 
vmi RHMSKCOMPBniBM Pool C: (tonMy 

v Ltarvucan (7.0). 

HARTOtLMORERMHtCOUNnESCHAMNON- 
SHP: Shnqostvro v DatQShka [7 JO) (at SAiems- 
bury). 

Rugphy League 

GaKCUrCKAUU9IGECU>FeirtllMBd:Kn0l- 
ley Counts v Barrow (8.0L 
JIB SPOUTS ACADEHTHIEinMnCNAL: PM- 
pened: Groat Bntaai v France (pbytog fuesttay 
6 fisbruaryatSanbnfl. 


Other sports 


SNOOKER: Reral wash (Newport Centre, New- 
port. Grieno. 


Snow reptrts 

Resort Ctmdtkws 

(Lower) 

AfPORRA 

Artato powdery 

AUSTRIA 

Badgwteln fw 

Mayrhcfen .dosed 

Watting hard 

BULGARIA 

Comets hard 

FRANCE 

Chamonix ....patchy 

Moraine patchy 

Va l ro ore l patchy 

ITA1Y 

Cttvhda ...fresh 

Grassooay .......fresh 

W la rin nm fresh 

SWITZERLAND 

Champcry dooad 

Dovoa. hani 

UNITH1 gtATES & CANADA 

VaB 

WMsOar u.packad 


ComWom 

(UPP») 


Ana Last Wtotber Forecast 


100% 28.1 doudy snow 

100% 28J. doudy snow 
frifomiation sunofied £y SW HOBtod 


Photograph: Gary Prlor/AIlsport 

real age they might simply write 
me off altogether." 

The main immediate concent 
for the new generation of black 
players, however, is for township 
facilities to be improved. When 
the England A team visited 
Langa to meet the township's 
players, special stands were 
erected for the occasion and the 
outfield was, for once, mowed. 
But it was little more than a 
publicity stunt 

David Maliza, aged 14, a 
spin-bowler for Langa, said: 
“The next day the stands were 
taken down and since then the 
pitch has just been left to de- 
teriorate. The truth is that the 
facilities are very, veiy bad 
here. If Td been bom white, 
things would have been much 
different for me.” 


Skiing 

TBEESntE WORLD CUP guonc ITOtotto, ftra- 
bec. Can) Man* aerial *: 1 C Rijnec lAut) 
237.78PW 2 A Banc [FD 23L22; S B SwraWy 
(US) 22UI9. Worid Cup grand prin itautoe* 

1 RQavec; 2 K Fedder^on IUS): 3 Bore; 4 1 Lan- 
goa (Cary. Woman's eortafe: Cancelled. Wtarid 
cup Wand prtx stoodtagr 1 V Brenner (Canr, 

2 N Sow IUS); 3 C Brand (Sana. 

Snooker 


Paris rely 
on France 
fbr Super 
League 

Rugby League 

DAVE HADF1ELD 


The bulk of the French nation- 
al team, plus a cosmopolitan 
sprinkling of players from else- 
where in the world, are in the 
Super League squad named by 
Paris St-Germain. 

The French dub. upon whose 
ability to compete much of the 
credibility of the European Su- 
per League rides, have named 
25 players, all with clubs in the 
French domestic competition. 

They include the former Hull 
and Leeds scrum-half, Patrick 
Entat, their likely captain, as 
well as three other players with 
English dub experience in Fred- 
eric Banquet, Laurent Luccbese 
and Regis Pastre. 

The rest of the squad indude 
a Polish rugby onion interna- 
tional, a member of the 
Moldovan rugby league side and 
players of Finnish and Moroc- 
can extraction. Paris have kick 
off the whole Super League sear 
son with their match at home to 
Sheffield Eagles on 29 March. 

The holders of the Chal- 
lenge Cup, Wigan, will contin- 
ue their quest for a ninth 
successive trophy with an away 
tie at Salford in the fifth round. 

The amateur club. West Hull, 
will be at home to the winners 
of the tie between Carlisle and 
Whkefield - one of 12 still out- 
standing from the fourth roirod. 
York, beaten by West Hull on 
Friday night, have put their 
entire squad on the transfer list 
in response. 

PAWS ST-GERMAIN SQUAD (Super LaMMC. 
March); D Adam (Pans). F Banquet flmte- 
fiekfl. 7 Brown (St En&c). D CatMatony (XIII 
Catalan), Q Cannon (bmoud. PChereorin (St 
EsiA«), D Coote (Caroemras). D Dasptn (VII- 
tamun). F Daua cdil (Vffleneuvo). D Dtwat 
lUmouv. P Entat (Avtewn), P Fagns (Pta). L 
Hortwrt (Pmj, N Jaavtro (Pal. P -tarapy pan 
Caatanj, 6 Kacaia (Lym-Vilmirfranm). B la- 
comba (Vneraurai, L Luotwsea (Careassome), 
R Partr»Caurtine Offilerauwl, J PBeft (Pta). 
M Ptacuww (VBaftanche), J Santo (Lanouxi, 
F Tefaddo (Umout). I Turner (XD Catalan}. E 
VMHI (TomaM. B Vtata ttyro-Vkuroanne). 
SEK CUT CHALLENOE CUP Rlth round: HuB 
K R or v Br adford or Bailey: Salford v 
Mron; Dewstairy or London v Wforfongmn or 
Widnea; Roctidafe or Thatta Heath v Caeaeford 
wStHetonKWhrtenavenorHalHtavStwffiak): 
OWarn or Vtonr0onv 5uatbn or Leeds; West 
Hul v Orfsto or ttorafiefd: Huf or tansfec v 
Ka^niey or Borrow. (Tlas to be pteyed on the 
mafrancf of lOthfllm Rdmery). 


TODAY’S 

NUMBER 


The years Prince Albert of Mona- 
co has been competing in top- 
level bobsleigh. Now the Prince, 
whose hrzfoeman Is toe royal gar- 
dener, is to retire after next 
month's World Championships. 


^INDEPENDENT 


Ten ids 

TTm Henman, the British No 1, yesrer- 
ttay g^ned his hi^test worid ranking of 
84, climbing six places on the strength 
of his first-round victory over Petr Kor- 
da in the Australian Open. 


SKI 

Hotline 


Be the firal In the know to find the 
best sum! 

Dial 0891 333 110 

Accurate, 19 to date snow aid matin 
reports from over 100 resorts in 
Europe aid North America by phone 
or ta. (For a fax report please use a 
phone attached to your tax madtine). 


France 

Austria 

Italy 

Spain & Andorra 
Bulgaria & Romania 
North America 
Switzerland 
Scotland 


CW M trawi^w taana M 
ittfotatacj 

- t«4iaflrwosMaui«aE» — 
SKIRUC 0897 300 330 
The Ski Facts 








SUPER BOWL XXX 

The man who blew it 


^£AOfiOO tob& 

See Page_^__— 



United fined in 
FA clampdown 
over poaching 


Football 

GUY HODGSON 

For a second time in less than 
three weeks, the Baotbalf As- 
sociation clamped down on 
Manchester United’s aggres- 
sive accumulation of young 
footballing talent yesterday, 
fining the club £20,000 for 
poaching a schoolboy from 
Oldham Athletic. 

United, who escaped pun- 
ishment when they were found 
guilty of an illegal approach to 
Arsenal’s Matthew wicks, were 
not so fortunate over David 
Brown, 17. In addition to the 
fine, they must also pay costs of 
the FA commission's hearing 
and agree compensation with 
Oldham. The eventual price 
could be as much as £100,000. 

A spokeswoman for the FA, 
Claire Tomlinson, said United 
had fallen foul of Premier 
League rule 20.9. “The fine re- 
flects the seriousness of the of- 
fence” she said. “We don't 
want any illegal approaches to 
schoolboys. Clubs spend a lot of 
money, time and effort on the 
development of their young 
players and we feel have to af- 
ford (hem protection.” 


Earlier this month United 
were reprimanded by the FA 
over Wicks -the son of the for- 
mer Chelsea defender, Steve - 
but were spared punishment 
when the youngster decided to 
return to Highbury. 

United, who have maintained 
their innocence in both cases, 
are considering an appeal con- 
cerning Brown and have asked 
for a clarification of the regu- 
lations. Maurice Watkins, a so- 
licitor and dub director who 
presented United’s case to FA, 
said: “I don't think the rules are 
particularly dear and this was 
the point I was trying to matey 
before the commission. We 
need to make it very dear that 
if a player takes a view that his 
career is best served elsewhere 
then, as long as proper com- 
pensation is payable, then he 
can be allowed to move.” 

It was a lucrative day for the 
FA's disciplinary arm because, 
in addition to United's fine, the 
Middlesbrough manager, Bryan 
Robson, was docked £750 and 
his players Nefl Cox and Nigel 
Pearson £500 each after being 
found guilty of bringing the 
game into disrepute. 

The charges related to ind- 
dents near the players’ tunnel 


Motherwell hope to 
avoid another blank 


Satellite television producers 
are hoping that today's match at 
Motherwell will not leave them 
screening another blankety- 
blank. Motherwell play Aber- 
deen in the Ifennent's Scottish 
Cup third round, with Sty Sports 
hoping to break four and a half 
hours of goalies action from Fir 
Park. They drewO-O in three tele- 
vised games in 1995, against 
Hibernian, Hearts and Rangers. 

Alex McLeisb, the Mother- 
well manager, yesterday told his 
goaFshy players: “Cup glory can 
help our survival battle ” 

He is desperate to start a win- 
ning run after waiting 15 games 
for his side’s last victory. An own 
goal by Joe McLaughlin of 
Falkirk last Tuesday lifted 
Motherwell above Falkirk on 
goal difference in the Premier 
League relegation battle. 


“That result has made a dif- 
ference around Fir Park in the 
past week,” McLeish said. "The 
game was a scrap and it is going 
to be that way from now on for 
us in the league. A Cup win 
would be a big boost because 
winning breeds confidence.” 

McLeish could recall Chris 
McCarti the Motherwell cap- 
tain, after a two-month ab- 
sence. But he is angry at a ruling 
by the Scottish FA which will 
cost Willie Falconer, a recent ar- 
rival, the chance to face one of 
his former dubs. 

Falconer arrived from Celtic 
a fortnight ago, but he is ineli- 
gible beomse he signed less than 
14 days before 27 January, the 
scheduled date for the match 
before it was switched for tele- 
vision. John Hendry or Alex 
Burns wfll replace Falconer. 


and dressing-room areas after 
the match at Blackburn on 16 
December. All three were 
found guilty of making foul 
and abusive remarks to referee 
Paul Danson after Middles- 
brough's 1-0 defeat and warned 
about their future conduct 

There could be trouble loom- 
ing, too, for lan Wright, who has 
been ordered to appear before 
a disciplinary committee to dis- 
cuss remarks he made about ref- 
erees on Arsenal’s dub-call 
telephone line. He allegedly de- 
scribed some officials as “little 
Hitlers”. Arsenal’s manager, 
Bruce Riotib, has apologised to 
the FA for his part in a touch- 
line confrontation with the 
Newcastle coach, Teny Mc- 
Dermott, during a Coca-Cola 
Cup quarter-final at Highbury 
on 10 January. “Mr Riocb apol- 
ogised, stressing in his letter that 
the incident was purely verbal 
and nothing else,” an FA 
spokesman, Steve Double, said. 

On the transfer front the 
wave of foreign imports appears 
likely to be swelled by the 
Brazilian international, Branco, 
who is in line to join his com- 
patriot, Juninho, at Middles- 
brough. He is valued at a round 
£6m out Boro expect to get him 
for considerably less because the 
full-back holds his own regis- 
tration. The dub has applied for 
a work permit for him. 

West Ham are also looking 
abroad, having made a £2.5m 
offer for the player described as 

Lisbon's Dauri. The* l!£yeai> 
old striker flies to London to- 
morrow to join the Hammers 
for the rest of the season with 
a view to a permanent move. 

Newcastle United yesterday 
were still not responding to re- 
ports that the Colombian strik- 
er, Buistioo AspriUa, had failed 
a medical, which has stalled his 
proposed £6.7m move from 
Parma. The Italian dub’s coach, 
Nevio Scala, insisted all was 
well. “It's nonsense to say he’s 
carrying an injury-. He has 
been in tramingand playing for 
me and I am not aware of any 
medical problems.” 

Wolves last night rejected a 
£3m offer from Coventry for 
Dean Richards, the England 
Under-21 defender for whom 
they paid Bradford City £1. 8m 
last year. 
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Yesterday's Sotodea 


QDISUBQ 

SHHBOIQ1QH 
aauuuiiiiQH sacuaa 
SQOSaiihJU 
aasBUUH unaaBDR 
a a h o g ye 
nsana GlHaCnUBB 

□ Q 11 0 0 EJ 
QEBEI1HE0 fcJQQHO 

□ a 13 Q D H E 
□GDQfflBQD H0BI2Q1313 
0HJI3IDDC1I3D 
SB0B0 BHQSBBnQQ 
BtnaciniaciD 
HHSHBOOB QBI20HD 


ACROSS 

Perhaps Ned, at this, would 
have nothing to do? <5*3) 
Account covers a US 


10 Opera depicts love in devel- 
opment of acts (5) 

U Deny it, it's wrong to be in 
unanimity (SI 

12 One doesn't believe him to 
be an apostle (8,6) 

15 Playing a harp I will be one 
excluded from society (6) 

16 Not subject to poor mum in 
Spain (6) 

18 Engine could get one into 
Leeds with use of current 
( 6 - 8 ) 

20 lb intimidate brother 
women use whip (8) 


22 Some quite normal singer 
15) 

24 Binder’s awfully weak in 
make-up (6) 

25 Sounding off I press horn 
hard seeing canine (5-5) 

DOWN 

1 Cajole into daft bit of TV? 
(4-4) 

2 One US girl could be a god- 
dess (4) 

3 Moving slowly to extremity? 

4 In France the first person to 
cany publicity for stone (4) 

5 Equivalent to an anny sur- 
rounding termite’s hill? (10) 

6 Interruption for a man get- 
ting about one TUesday (6) 



8 Time to lay the law down 
heartlessly and go for exter- 
mination (9) 

13 One could be pointedly 
confined by this (6,4) 

14 House of Horror to east re- 
sponsible for deformity (6- 

17 Disturbed at regime? Do 
this! (S) 

18 Brave beloved one loses 
heart (6) 

19 One or other article is Ire- 
land must be cut (6) 

21 Familiar young Prince in a 
bit of turbulence? (4) 

23 Name applied to one scintil- 
lating source of light? (4) 


Win a Weekend Break or a case of Bombardier Premium Bitter 

CALL 0891 311 017 

When you have the answers to the firs three dins acro ss AND (he first three chics down phone CR91 31 1 017 and 
leave your answers with your name address and daytax telephone number by midnight tonight. Each day there is a 
case of Charles Wells Bombardkr Premium Bitter ro win. PUIS from all entries for ibe week a winner will be se- 
lected for a Weekend for two in a Charles Wdls Countiv Hold. 

Calls cost 59p per miauic ebean rate, 4Vp per mimue aU otner times . . 

Winners will W selected at random ironfall correct crimes received. No cash alternative- Normal Newgopcr Pub- 



Beaten 
Coltart 
backed 
to win 

Golf — 

I an W°«M® 

man of the mo Johnnie 

SSSSSr* 

hisssss- 

victim when Woosnamtwce 
holed 

ereen on Sunday, ope Tdong 


^for^HeinekenO^Cj 
starting in Perth, Australia, on 
Thursday, Woosnam told. 
“ think you’ll soon 

1 hope you beat me JteJJgJ 
time we meet in a play-oB. 
Sunday’s victory, -worth 

hB earnings on the European 

TOur alone to nearly £43m- 
However, the timing of bis tn- 
umph was the important thing 
to the former world No 1 as 
it was that it came just when 

, _ l: .W now. 


Clap hands Arnold Palmer prepares for Jhn Cdberft praise after a binSe during a skins game in Hawaii Photograph: AP 


the heights again. 

His Japanese dub spon- 
sors, Maruinan, did not renew 

then contract at the end of last 

season and Woosnam was 
worried about the state of his 
badk. “I was thinking then that 
if nw hack was goip& to be like 

that for the rest of my life I 
didn’t want to play.” 

At Tan ah Merah, though, 
he was unrecognisable from 
the figure who had put two 
putters - one long, one short 
- in his bag in the second 
round of the German Open 
last August because he did not 
know the best way forward. 

Woosnam has altered his 
swing and has been working 
with Colin Montgomerie’s 
coach. Bill Ferguson. He also 
gave his back as much rest as 
he could in a 10-week lay-off 

S rior to going to Singapore. 

| Raymond Floyd won five 
skins worth S 180,000 
(£120.000) with a tap-in putt 
on Sunday and collected 
$240,000 in afl to win his 
third successive Senior Skins 
Game at the Mauna Lani Re- 
sort in Hawaii Jim Colbert, 
the 1995 Senior Tour Player 
of the Year, won $180,000, 
while Arnold Pahner picked 
up $80,000 and JackNiddaus 
$40,000. 


BBC claims England v Scotland 


GUY HODGSON 


jC-A. BBC Television, 
which had a 1995 
IRSBr ft would prefer 
to forget when it 
came to losing 
Eru tianti contracts for big 
— sporting occa- 
sions, will be screening the 
most eagerly awaited football 
match of the European Champ- 
ionship finals this summer. 

It will show England's match 
against Scotland at Wembley on 
15 June while ITVwifl have cov- 
erage of both England's and 
Scotland’s opening matches, plus 
the probable deriding games in 
the group: Scotland versus 
Switzerland and England against 
the Netherlands. All these 
matches wfll be screened live, 
“The game has captured the 
imagination of football fans 
north and south of the border,” 
Brian Borwick, head of pro- 


duction for BBC TV sport, said 
of the England v Scotland con- 
frontation. 

“It’s a massive match, the fo- 
cus of the opening round. I feel 
confident the game will attract 
a similar audience to the near 
17 million who watched the 
1990 World Cup semi-final be- 
tween England and West Ger- 
many on BBC.” 

The contract for Euro 96 the 
biggest international sporting 
occasion to lake place in Eng- 
land since the World Cup. 

was secured several years ago 
before BSkyB was able to flex 
its financial muscle. As a result 
terrestrial television will have a 
monopoly, acting as broad- 
caster both domestically and 
around the world. 

ITV’s head of football. Jeff 
Farmer, said: We negotiated a 
sensible arrangement with the 
BBC and I am delighted with 
ITV’s package.” The event 
starts with England v Switzer- 


land at Wembley on S June - 
which will screened by ITV - 
and reaches a dimax on 30 June, 
when both BBC and ITV wfll 
cover the final live. 

The BBC will have first 
choice of the quarter-finals 
when the competition reaches 
its knock-out phase but, if either 
Scotland or England reach the 
semi-finals, it is probable both 
TV companies will provide cov- 
erage. There will be ao dupli- 
cation of live games until the 
final stages and each broad- 
caster has the first option to 
screen highlights of matches 
they have not covered live. 

EUWOPBtfl CWMMOMSW T ate »fa ta n tch ad- 

i*c SBC: 9 Jims: Gemany * Czcw Raputtc, 
Doth** v Ponu&l. 10 Jana: Romania v 
Fiance. U. Jmclwv Russia. UJu«; Skok- 
ie vNertwrianfls. «*«■: Portugal vTurtc*. 
15 JmtK England v ScoOand . Xfl Aon: Qoat- 
b v Denmark. IS June: Ftaice v Bulgaria; Ro- 
mania v Spain. 19 June: Russio » Caact 
fepublic Italy v Germany. ITV: 8 Jen« EhAnd 
v SMBortand. 9 Juae: Spain v BuKPrta. 10 Juuk 

NamertandsvScrt3nd.UJwiKT<xlieyvO«> 

ta. 13 Jeee: Bufearta v Aonvanla. 1* Jane: Wy 
v CSacft RapuWfc. IB Juw: Prana » Span. IB 
June: Russia v Germany. IS Jam: En0*M v 
Netteilands: Scotland v Suiaeiond. 19 Jane: 
Ooaoa v Pwtuest TwRasr v Oanmart. 
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Magic makes his comeback 


Magic Johnson, the basketball 
legend who stunned America 
and largely retired from pro- 
fessional sport after announc- 
ing that he had tested 
HIV-positive, is due to play for 
the Los Angeles Lakers, his old 
team, tonight for the first time 
in four ana a half years. 

Johnson signed a contract 
yesterday to play for the rest of 
the season for a reported $!L5m 
(£1.6m) and sold his five per 
cent share in the club, as re- 
quired by National Basketball 
Association rules. 

Johnson, 36, led the Lakers 
to five NBA championships in 
the 1980s, He retired in No- 
vember 1991 after announcing 
that he had tested HIV-positive, 
although he went on to lead the 
United States Olympic “Dream 
Team” in 1992. 

The 6ft 9in Johnson, three 
times named the NBA’s Most 
Valuable Player, returned to die 
sport because he wanted his 
three-year-old son. Earvin III. 
to see him play, he has said. 

His comeback, against Gold- 
en State Warriors, promises to 


Tim Cornwell reports 
from Los Angeles on 
a legend's sudden 
return to basketball 

be a media sensation, Johnson 
was mobbed by reporters when 
he arrived at practice yesterday 
with a broad smile on bis face. 

“Yes, I am back, and I’ll see 
you guys later," he said. “Hey. 
I'm back. It’s that time. I have 
to go to work.” Last summer, 
Johnson said he would “never” 
return. 

The signing of the contract 
was delayed as he apparently 
struggled with whether to put 
a successful busincsscareer on 
hold and risk discrediting his 
own legend. Johnson opened 
the Magic Johnson Movie 
Theatre last year, a hi-tech 12- 
screen complex at a shopping 
centre in South-Central Los 
Angeles, a tough neighbour- 
hood devastated in the 1992 
riots. Its phenomenal success - 
since its opening it has ranked 
in the top five of 22,000 cine- 


mas nationwide in sales - has 
held up Johnson locally as a 
new star of blade entrepre- 
neurship. 

Johnson weighs in at 2501b, 
251b more than when he last 
played for the Lakers, and has 
been playing mostly in exhibi- 
tion games. Although it was un- 
clear what position he would 
play, his team-mates said he 
brings a winner’s attitude and 
would boost the attendances for 
a team that has suffered a 
mixed record since he left. 

“He adds so much,” Sedale 
Threatt, the Lakers guard, said. 
“He can play five positions. I 
think teams will have to con- 
centrate on him, and with the 
nucleus we already have it will 
make us the best ream in the 
West." 

After the game today, John- 
son could face another NBA 
legend, Michael Jordan, when 
the Lakers play the Chicago 
Bulls on Friday. Another mem- 
ber of the Lakers, Cedric Ce- 
ballos. said Johnson wanted to 
play today to “warm himself up 
for Michael Jordan." 




A single call is normally all it tikes » agree 
most daiTOThere are no oompficated' forms .. 
to fin in, we can collect youe car and return 
it to you following a speedy, quality repair. - 
It's no wonder that 98% of customers 
would recommend pur cbTms service to 
their friends. For tho best service when.you 
need it most, call Direct Line today. 

0181686 2468 01412262468 
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